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First Minister opens 
new training centre. 
See page 5. 
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for young 
actor Joe 


BRIDGEND Youth Theatre’s 
Joe Wiltshire-Smith has won a 
top acting accolade award. 

The 19-year-old from Porthcawl 
was given the plaudit as part of the 
recent ‘It’s My Shout’ 10th 
Anniversary Premiere and Awards 
evening at the Wales Millennium 
Centre. 

Joe received the award for best 
lead actor for his role in Walk or 
Fly , one of two Bridgend county 
borough-based short films that 
were featured as part of the pre¬ 
miere and awards evening. 

The county borough’s successes 
on the night were not restricted to 
Joe; Bridgend College student Greg 
Sage won the ‘one to watch’ award 
for his performance in '/lie Mob’, 
while former Bridgend Youth 
Theatre member and It’s My Shout 
participant, Aneurin Barnard, was 
presented with the award for out¬ 
standing achievement. 

Walk or Fly and The Mob were 
both created by young people from 
Bridgend county borough as part of 
the It’s My Shout film training 
scheme, which engages young film¬ 
makers and actors in creative activ¬ 
ities that can inspire and grow con¬ 
fidence. 

This includes producing six films 
every summer alongside a variety 


of industry professionals, as part of 
a national summer television train¬ 
ing scheme. 

Created as part of the Arts 
Connect partnership, Walk or Fly is 
a ‘sweet coming-of-age story fea¬ 
turing a young boy who has hidden 
his grief after his father’s death 
behind a superhero mask’. 

The Mob was produced by stu¬ 
dents from Bridgend College and 
discusses the expectations of young 
people today, set against the back¬ 
drop of the 2011 London riots. 

This year’s six short films are 
currently being broadcast at 
11.20pm every Thursday on BBC 2 
Wales, culminating with a 30- 
minute celebratory documentary 
looking back over the past 10 years 
of It’s My Shout, being shown on 
Thursday, December 20. 

Both Bridgend-based short films 
have already been broadcast, but 
can still be watched on BBC 
iPlayer until December 20. 

To get involved with next year’s 
films, It’s My Shout will be launch¬ 
ing its call for scripts at the end of 
December. See the ‘get involved’ sec¬ 
tion at: www.itsmyshout.co.uk for 
what roles are available. 


Pyle burglary: 
police issue 
public appeal 


SUPER-HEROES FOR CHILDREN IN NEED! 


POLICE in 
Bridgend are 
appealing for infor¬ 
mation, following a 
burglary on 
Ffordd-y-Mynach, 
Pyle, between lam 
-9am on 
Wednesday, 
November 14, when 
intruders entered a 
property via an 
insecure rear door 
and stole a Toshiba 
laptop. 

A spokeswoman 
said: “Officers wish 
to speak to anyone 
who may have wit¬ 
nessed any suspi¬ 
cious behaviour in 


the area that night, 
or anyone who may 
have further infor¬ 
mation regarding 
the incident. 

“Residents are 
reminded to always 
secure their prem¬ 
ises by locking win¬ 
dows and doors in 
order to prevent 
opportunistic 
crime.” 

Anyone with 
information is asked 
to contact Bridgend 
CID on 101 or 
Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 
0800 555 111. 


Pupils at Porthcawl Comprehensive dressed in fancy dress for Children in Need day and the above group the ‘Head Team’ clearly chose a 
‘Superhero’ theme (although the presence of The Joker is a bit dubious!). For full details of the day, turn to pages 6 and 7. 
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Porthcawl’s Joe Wiltshire-Smith (second right) with award presenters; 
Gwawr Lloyd,content commissioner for S4C; Justin Davies from 
Sky 1 ’s Stella; and Eryl Phillips, Director of Rondo Media. 
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QUALITY • SERVICE • PRICE 

ORDER CURTAINS NOW FOR 
DELIVERY BEFORE CHRISTMAS 

fc. PH BEAUTIFUL 
CURTAINS 

Sanderson, 

William Morris, 

Belfield, Prestigious 

GORGEOUS WOOL 

Rowan, Rico, Sirdar, 

Patons, Stylecraft, 

Robin, Wendy, Regia, 

New Lanark Mills 

Now at 23 Poundfield (next to the Co-op), 

Llantwit Major, CF61 1XA. 

Tel 01446 794966 

Opening hours: Monday 10am-5pm; 

Tuesday-Saturday 9.JOam-5.3 0pm 
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Situation in Middle East and North 
Africa is real cause for concern 


AM hails new 
scheme to help 
homebuyers 


A S I write, reports are coming 
in of missile attacks between 
Gaza and Israel. 

The world waits to see if ground forces will fol¬ 
low the Israeli destruction of the meagre air 
defence capability of the Hamas government in 
Gaza. 

As one of Westminster’s delegates to the NATO 
Parliamentary assembly, I have followed the 
changes across the Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA) in some detail. 

As a member of the Defence and Security 
Committee of NATO, and the Defence Select 
Committee in Westminster, I have the opportunity 
to look at the strategic shifts in power and instabil¬ 
ity from two perspectives. 

Twenty eight countries are members of NATO, 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation. Only two 
of those 28 have not faced drastic cuts to its 
defence spending and capability. At a time of great 
economic, political, and social upheaval, the col¬ 
lective defence of the 28 membership is critical but 
vulnerable. 

The dramatic political events and changes across 
the MENA region are often seen at the fall of 
regimes and the rise of new political power groups. 
The economic drivers of much of the change have 
been overlooked. 

The failure of regimes to tackle youth unem¬ 
ployment, the lack of change and improvement in 
the lives of ordinary people and a desire for greater 
freedom of expression underpinned much of the 
revolutionary movements across countries which 
differed economically, socially and ethnically. 

The MENA holds 60 per cent of accessible oil 
reserves, is a transit region for global shipping and 
illegal migration and people trafficking. Each of 
the countries in the region has different problems, 
opportunities and potential for new relationships 
with neighbours and NATO. 

Algeria and Morocco saw popular unrest but no 
regime change. Morocco’s monarchy took a liberal 
path, announcing a new constitution, greater judi¬ 
cial independence, an elected Parliament and a 
Prime Minster nominated by the majority party. 

The new constitution enshrined equality between 
men and women with a quota of 15 per cent (up 
from 9 per cent) of seats for women. 

Algeria’s uprising resulted from unemployment, 
corruption, poor social and housing services and 
rising food prices. Algerians remembered their 
bloody civil war, with up to 200,000 lives lost. 

Oil revenue was used to reduce food prices, a 
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security clamp down and elections helped re-estab¬ 
lish stability. Female representation in the lower 
House increased from eight per cent to 31 per cent. 


Prior to its revolution, Tunisia was seen as stable 
with a growing economy. It also suffered from 25 
per cent youth unemployment, corruption, nepo¬ 
tism and poverty. The first democratic election 
brought the Islamic Ennaheda party into coalition 
with two centre-left secular parties. 

A new constitution is due for ratification in 
2013. 

Tunisia has a strong economy, religious homo¬ 
geneity (98 per cent Sunni), strong trades unions, 
good education, vibrant civil society and women’s 
rights well established. 

Its problems include decreased tourism, 
increased presence of Salfi puritanical Muslim 
preachers and instability in neighbouring Libya. 

The revolution in Libya brought NATO mission 
‘Unified Protector’ implementing a UN mandate to 
establish a no-fly zone and protect the civilian pop¬ 
ulation. 

Libya’s economy was rich thanks to its oil and 
gas supplies. Education and housing were good but 
youth unemployment, at 65 per cent, coupled with 
rampant corruption and oppression, led to general 
dissatisfaction. 

Since the end of the war, Prime Minster el-Keeb 
has admitted his government is not working well. 
Outside of the 140 clans, security is poor, armed 
militia groups, drug and people trafficking are 
increasing. Instability is spilling south in the Sahel, 
which is seeing an increase in Al-Qaeda affiliated 
groups. 

The draft constitution allowed for 40 seats for 
women but only 33 were elected to the 200-seat 
congress. The role of Islam in the newly-emerging 
state has yet to be decided. 

Unemployment for the under 30s was at 90 per 
cent in Egypt with 40 per cent of the population 
living below the poverty line. High food prices, 
economic inactivity, corruption, especially within 


Green light for 
garden pilot 


Crime prevention 
event in Bridgend 

P CSOs Richard Thomas and Lisa 
Moore will be holding a Christmas 
crime prevention table at various 
locations in Bridgend Town Centre - 
they will be distributing literature relat¬ 
ing to crime prevention advice over the 
festive period. 

They will be at: Wil ki nson’s from lpm-3pm on 
November 26; the bus station from llam-lpm on 
November 29; Rhiw Shopping Centre from 
lpm-3pm on Monday, December 10 and Brackla 
Street Shopping Centre from llam-lpm on 
December 13. 

YouTube helps 
fundraisers 


HE 

Llangynwyd 
Community 
Association recently 
made a YouTube 
video to publicise 
their fundraising to 
refurbish St 
Stephens as the vil¬ 
lage hall. 

We need a substantial 
amount of money to do 
this and therefore the 
committee, with the help 
of Cor Meibion 
Maesteg, Tony 


Kingsbury and Tal 
Harries, performed a 
musical request, asking 
for £1 to help us get a 
new roof. 

Committee members 
dressed as decorators 
pretended to paint etc 
and great fun was had by 
all. 

We really need the 
help of as many people 
as possible to view the 
video and perhaps make 
a donation. 

M Thomas, 

Bridgend. 


A NEW garden 
waste collection 
pilot for Bridgend 
county borough has 
been given the 
green light by 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
cabinet members. 

As well as meeting a 
growing demand from 
householders, the trial 
service is aimed at 
reducing the amount of 
green waste being sent 
to landfill and meeting 
challenging targets for 
recycling and compost¬ 
ing. 

Currently, residents 
can recycle green waste 
such as grass and garden 
clippings through home 
composting at the bor¬ 
ough’s four household 
recycling sites, or by 
buying disposable green 
waste bags. 

Cabinet agreed to 
introduce a trial collec¬ 
tion service after hear¬ 
ing it could improve 
recycling/composting 
performance by up to 
six per cent. Starting in 
April 2013, it will oper¬ 
ate during the main 
growing season until 


November. 

Householders who 
want to take part will be 
supplied with two 
reusable hessian bags 
for their green waste, 
which will be collected 
from the kerbside fort¬ 
nightly. 

The proposed charge 
for the service is £27 
per household per 
annum. Pensioners will 
pay a discounted rate of 
£23. Only those house¬ 
holds wishing to make 
use of the service would 
be charged. 

Coun Phil White, 
cabinet member for 
communities, said: 

“This will be a big 
improvement to our cur¬ 
rent services. Not only 
will it help householders 
who wish to take part, it 
will mean their green 
waste gets disposed of 
in a more sustainable 
way. 

“We don’t want to 
add to bills across the 
board, so only those 
householders who opt to 
take part will be charged 
a modest fee for the 
service.” 



President Mubarak’s family, had been generating 
discontent for months. 

It was no surprise when the people took to the 
streets. The surprise was the decision of the army 
not to back Mubarak. 

The new President comes from the Muslim 
Brotherhood. The second largest group in the 
Assembly is the politically inexperienced Salafi 
Al-Nour party with 24 per cent of the seats. 

Despite the brave role played by women during the 
revolution, only eight seats in the 480-member 
lower house are held by women. 

This is one of the lowest representations by 
women in the world, for a country with a high 
level of university educated women. 

Add into this mix the terror in Syria. The Assad 
regime, aided by the Iranian-backed Hezbollah, 
attacks on civilians seeking greater freedom, is also 
creating instability in Lebanon, creating an arc of 
violence and insecurity. 

The region has politically inexperienced leader¬ 
ship. Socio-economic problems, compounded by 
political instability and sectarian conflict, have hin¬ 
dered progress and created a breeding ground for 
terrorist groups. 

NATO learned a great deal from the Arab 
Spring. It highlighted intelligence gaps and 
demonstrated weaknesses within the alliance in 
capability and cooperation. 

It also showed the importance of our near neigh¬ 
bours to our own peace and security. NATO now 
has a responsibility to forge new relationships, 
build alliances and share expertise. 

The poor image of NATO within the region 
needs to be addressed, possibly through partnering 
UN and EU initiatives. 


If the Gaza/Israel conflict is not to escalate into 
a land-based war, the new Prime Minster of Egypt 
must be supported to find a peace agreement that 
will avoid plunging the region into a new conflict, 
blocking progress and allowing sectarian, funda¬ 
mentalist and terrorist organisations room to grow. 

The NATO PA elected a new President last 
week; Hugh Bailey MP for York. He has a diffi¬ 
cult two years ahead of him and we all need him to 
succeed. 

New action plan to 
combat domestic 
abuse in borough 


AN action plan aimed 
at tackling domestic 
abuse in Bridgend 
county borough, 
where there has been 
more than 10,000 
incidents reported to 
the police over the 
past three years, has 
been endorsed by 
BCBC cabinet mem¬ 
bers. 

There has been con¬ 
sistent patterns linked to 
areas and specific 
events, so the 2012-14 
Domestic Abuse 
Strategic Action Plan has 
been developed by the 
Bridgend Community 
Safety Partnership 
(CSP), working with 
public, private and vol¬ 
untary sector bodies rep¬ 
resented on its Domestic 
Abuse Strategy Group. 

It sets out the partner¬ 
ship’s priorities on the 
issue, which include 
seeking a greater com¬ 
munity response to 
domestic violence in the 
future. The plan also 
aims to give more confi¬ 
dence to victims to come 
forward and seek sup¬ 
port. 

Coun Mel Nott, 


Leader of BCBC, said: 
“As chair of the 
Bridgend CSP I know 
the terrible cost of 
domestic abuse to the 
victim and their family, 
especially children. 

“This is a hateful 
crime, and we must 
speak out with one voice 
on this and make it clear 
that as a council and a 
community we will not 
tolerate the abuse of a 
woman or a man by their 
partner. 

“Together we have 
been very successful in 
reducing overall crime 
levels in the county bor¬ 
ough, but we know 
domestic abuse contin¬ 
ues to feature highly in 
violent crime. 

“I’m pleased that the 
aim of the strategy is to 
build community 
resilience to domestic 
abuse, and to recognise 
and respond to it effec¬ 
tively when we see it. 

We will also focus on 
providing more quality, 
joined up services that 
are citizen-centred so 
that people feel able to 
safely speak up, whether 
they are the victim or 
simply have concerns.” 


FIRST-TIME 
homebuyers in the 
Ogmore constituen¬ 
cy will be given sup¬ 
port to get on the 
housing ladder, by a 
new Welsh 

Government 
scheme. 

Janice Gregory AM 
has welcomed the mort¬ 
gage guarantee scheme 
which is due to be rolled 
out in the spring of 2013. 

Available to all buyers 
in areas of housing pres¬ 
sure and first time buy¬ 
ers across Wales, it will 
support the purchase of 
up to 3,000 new build 
homes up to the value of 
£250,000. 

Rather than funding 
being made directly 
available to buyers, the 
Welsh Government and 
house builders will act as 


guarantors, so that buy¬ 
ers can secure high loan 
to value mortgages that 
would not otherwise be 
available to them. 
Buyers will contribute a 
five per cent deposit. 

The AM said: “I’m 
delighted that first-time 
homebuyers are to 
receive this additional 
support at a time when it 
is particularly difficult to 
get on the housing lad¬ 
der. 

“The mortgage guar¬ 
antee scheme will also 
give a boost to the con¬ 
struction industry; creat¬ 
ing jobs and stimulating 
the local economy. 

“Details of the 
scheme are being 
worked out, but I am 
sure that it will be a hit 
with hard pressed first¬ 
time buyers.” 


Enjoy Bryngarw’s 
best Victorian 
Christmas yet! 


THE festive season 
is approaching and 
Bryngarw House 
and Country Park 
in Brynmenyn, 
Bridgend, will be 
hosting a 

Christmas-themed 
weekend with a 
Victorian twist on 
December 15-16, 
between 11am- 
5pm. 

‘A Victorian 
Christmas’ will be 
packed with even more 
fun festivities this year, 
with a Christmas market 
featuring a variety of 
locally produced foods 
and crafts along with a 
range of fun activities 
and stalls. 

The star of the show 
at this year’s A Victorian 
Christmas will be Father 
Christmas, who is look¬ 
ing forward to meeting 
all the boys and girls in 
his special Bryngarw 
grotto. 

A traditional evening 
of carol singing is host¬ 
ed on the Bryngarw 


House lawn at 7.30pm 
on Sunday, December 
16. People can enjoy a 
complimentary mi nce 
pie and glass of mulled 
wine as the brass band 
takes them through all 
the festive favourites. 

Admission and car 
parking for the event are 
free all weekend but 
charges for rides, stalls, 
food and drink are 
applicable. 

All children must be 
accompanied by a 
responsible adult at all 
times. 

Due to this being an 
outdoor event it is 
weather dependent, 
therefore Bridgend 
County Borough 
Council advises people 
to contact Bryngarw 
House on 01656 729009 
prior to starting their 
journey. 

For further details on 
the events taking place 
at Bryngarw House and 
Country Park, visit 
www. bryngarwhouse. co. 
uk. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL NOVEMBER 29) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

22 Thur 

00.47 

8.0 

13.21 

8.2 

23 Fri 

01.52 

8.1 

14.23 

8.3 

24 Sat 

02.58 

8.3 

15.21 

8.5 

25 Sun 

03.53 

8.6 

16.18 

8.8 

26 Mon 

04.41 

8.8 

17.01 

9.0 

27 Tues 

05.22 

9.2 

17.41 

9.3 

28 Wed 

05.59 

9.4 

18.18 

9.3 

29 Thur 

06.34 

9.5 

18.54 

9.4 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide 
table specific to their location. 
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Cadets visit aviation firms 
for tours of their facilities 



THE Kenfig Hill Squadron ATC recently undertook 
two visits, along with other Squadrons, to British 
Airways Avionic Engineering and Tes Aviation in 
Bridgend - arranged by Sgt Gould. 

While at BA Avionic, the cadets were shown around the 
facility, which has a highly skilled workforce that maintains 
a broad range of electrical and mechanical components. 

Instructor Cadet Flight Sergeant Cooper presented Jerry 
Devine, training co-ordinator, with a plaque from Kenfig Hill 
Squadron in recognition of their association. 


The cadets moved on to Tes Aviation, which is an inde¬ 
pendent aircraft engine maintenance facility, to be given a 
tour. Tes Aviation has been supporting Kenfig Hill Squadron 
with regards to their renovation project for their gate 
guardian, which is a Hawker Hunter FI Aircraft. 

While on the visit, two plaques were presented by Cadet 
Corporal Townsend and Cadet Sergeant Aston to Dave Carr 
to commemorate the visit, and Derek McHarg for the sup¬ 
port they have shown to the Squadron in the Hunter project. 

LINDSAY THOMAs 
Secretary, civilian committee 


Backing for 
residents’ 
bid for new 
village centre 


SHADOW Welsh regeneration 
minister Byron Davies is back¬ 
ing Nantymoel residents fight¬ 
ing for a community centre in 
the village. 

Mr Davies was due to meet mem¬ 
bers of the Friends of the Berwyn 
Centre this week and has received 
an update about their decision. 

He said: “I understand that they 
have decided to abandon the fight to 
try and save the Berwyn Centre and 
instead, to concentrate on replacing 
it with a purpose-built centre which 
will be easier to manage and main¬ 
tain. 

“As someone who is keen to pro¬ 
tect the individualism of communi¬ 
ties, I am sad that the Berwyn 
Centre will be demolished. 

“The important thing is that 
BCBC honours its pledge to put up 
£200,000 towards the cost of a new 
centre which could be built on the 
same site if that is deemed suitable.” 


Mr Davies said: “The community 
must now come forward with its 
ideas about what the new centre 
should provide. 

“There is a strong argument 
about having a theatre once again in 
Nantymoel and that is something 
that will have to be considered. 

“In some ways, this is an exciting 
time if residents seize the opportuni¬ 
ty being offered. 

“There is still a long way to go in 
getting funding from other sources 
to match fund the council’s and 
nobody should underestimate the 
work that will be needed to put 
these bids in.” 

Mr Davies added: “I know that 
there is a very strong community 
spirit in the valley and that people 
will work together to bring this 
about. 

“I will give any support that I can 
to them and I hope to talk to the 
‘Friends’ as soon as possible.” 


YOUNG BRIDGEND AUTHOR 
PUBLISHES SECOND BOOK 


Nash Point Lighthouse 
is all white againl 


A YOUNG writer 
from Bridgend has 
just published her 
first novel, and is 
already close to 
publishing her third 
venture into litera¬ 
ture. 

Sarah Callaway (16) 
began writing ‘ Dare to 
Dream ’ at the age of 12. 
It is about a girl who 
writes her way to fame 
and fortune - but all is 
not what it seems. It is 
available on Amazon, 
along with a previous 
work: 'Poems from an 
Underdog’’ and soon, 
'Prose from a 
Controversial Teen'. 

Sarah contacted The 
GEM about her work, 
and said: “I hope to 


become a teacher in the 
future, although writing 
will always be close to 
my heart. 

“The books are avail¬ 
able for a low price as I 
hope to share my work 
with as many people as 
possible. It would mean 
the world to me if more 
people checked it out. 

“I originally began 
writing because, as a 
child, I loved to write 
stories and create fantasy 
worlds. 

“As I entered my 
teenage years, I went 
through relationships, 
break-ups and dramas 
with friends, so writing 
was a way of letting out 
my feelings. 

“I believe that writing 
saved me from the upset 


Pudding prize day 

FOLLOWING the 
success of their 
recent cake bake, 

Sustainable Wales is 
holding a day of 
pudding 
baking/tasting on 
Saturday, 

November 24, at 
Sustainable Wales 
(above SUSSED). 

Pudding-makers to 
arrive at 10am, and 
the public at 11am. 

Entry is free to pud¬ 
ding-makers, and £2.50 
to the public. Entry 
includes as many pud¬ 
ding samples as you can 
eat, as well as tea or cof¬ 
fee. 

A spokesman said: 

“We are taking a broad 
definition of ‘pudding’: 
all manner of desserts are 
welcome, including, of 
course, Christmas pud¬ 
ding. 

“As before the only 
rule is that ‘you must 
endeavour to use as 
many Fairtrade ingredi¬ 


ents as possible, 

Sustainable Wales 
employee, Luke Evans, 
hopes that the event will 
be another opportunity 
for them to encourage 
community involvement 
with the charity: 
“October’s bake-off saw 
dozens of people sam¬ 
pling the wholesome 
delights of homemade 
cakes, and we hope 
you’ll join us to make the 
‘Porthcawl Pudding 
Bake-off’ even more 
enjoyable.” 

He continued: 

“Cornelly and Ogmore 
Vale primary schools 
dominated last month’s 
event, coming first and 
second respectively, but 
they’d better watch-out, 
as other schools are 
already planning to take 
their cookery crown next 
Saturday!” 

All proceeds go to the 
charity Sustainable 
Wales. Call in to 
SUSSED, 4-5 James 
Street, Porthcawl, or 
telephone 01656 783962 
with any queries. 


and pain I would have 
dwelt on if I couldn’t 
have let out my feelings 
with writing poetry, 
prose and fiction. I even 
wrote a few chapters of 
a self help book for 
teenagers once using my 
own experiences. 

“My novel originally 
started out as just one 
scene using some char¬ 
acters based heavily on 
my friends and a dream 
in my mind. 

“My friends loved the 
base of a story I’d writ¬ 
ten so I decided to con¬ 
tinue and write on to 29 
chapters. The happy 
story of my own person¬ 
al dreams soon evaporat¬ 
ed though, as I realised I 
quite enjoyed writing 
tragedy-style fiction. I 
morphed the ending to 
be sad yet cathartic. 

“I was 15 when I con¬ 
tacted a number of 
authors and companies 
and asked anyone I 
thought that would know 
about publishing. I felt I 
was ready to try to get 
my work out to the 
world and found 
Amazon to be the easiest 
place to go. 

“I self-published both 
my poetry book and 
novel for Kindle, design¬ 
ing the covers myself 
(Sarah also stars on the 
cover of Dare to 
Dream). I am interested 
in both photography and 
modelling so it’s also a 
dream of mine to have 
designed them myself. 

“Soon, I hope to self- 
publish a prose book for 
Kindle, then eventually, 
publish all of my Kindle 
editions in paperbacks.” 

Dare to Dream and 
Poems from an 
Underdog are both 
available to purchase on 
Amazon. Type both titles 
in to the search bar on 
the website to find them. 

Leigh Gruffydd 
Sanders 



Sarah Callaway’s Dare to Dream is 
out now on Amazon. Sarah designed 
and modelled for the cover herself. 



‘If in doubt, 
keep them out’ 

RESIDENTS WARNED 


ABOVE: Staff from Ian Williams Properties 
who painted the lighthouse. 


BRIDGEND 
Community Safety 
Partnership recently 
took to the streets of 
Porthcawl, to raise 
awareness of bogus 
callers and ‘cold 
calling’. 

South Wales Police, 
Trading Standards, and 
volunteers visited houses 
to spread the message: 
“If in doubt about a 
caller at your door, keep 
them out!” 

Leaflets were distrib¬ 
uted as part of the oper¬ 
ation and the team gave 
out crime prevention 
advice about home secu¬ 
rity including door 
chains, window locks 
and security lighting. 

Sergeant Angela 
Bennett said: “It is 
important that people 
feel safe in the area 
where they live and 
work, and we want to 
help feel safer. During 


these visits we told peo¬ 
ple what to look out for 
and how they can make 
their homes more secure 
to protect their property. 

“Bogus callers take 
advantage of insecure 
premises and target vul¬ 
nerable residents. The 
police are working tire¬ 
lessly to catch these 
criminals and we wanted 
to raise awareness of 
how people can contact 
us if they need to. ” 

Ellis Roberts, from 
Trading Standards, said: 
“No Cold Calling Zones 
in the Porthcawl area 
are being looked at and 
this was a good opportu¬ 
nity to work with the 
police and gauge the 
views of residents. ” 

For further informa¬ 
tion about bogus callers 
or crime prevention 
advice, contact Sergeant 
Angela Bennett in the 
Bridgend Community 
Safety team on 01656 
679542. 


AN iconic local 
landmark has been 
given a splash of 
new life thanks to a 
team of specialist 
painters. 

Nash Point 

Lighthouse has been 
spruced up by leading 
property services com¬ 
pany Ian Williams. 

The 19th century 
lighthouse was the last 
manned lighthouse in 
Wales, until August 
1998, when the light¬ 
house keepers left. 

Now the lighthouse, 
at the entrance to the 
Bristol Channel, is open 
to the public. 

Trinity House, the 
General Lighthouse 
Authority (GLA) which 
manages 69 lighthouses 
across the UK, appoint¬ 
ed Ian Williams to com¬ 
plete the work. 

The £70,000 project 
saw Ian Williams’ opera¬ 
tives repaint the light¬ 
house over an eight- 
week period, using 
1,800 litres of paint. 

Steve Lenahan, busi¬ 
ness manager at Ian 
Williams, said roped 


access was needed to 
carry out the work. At its 
highest point, the light¬ 
house stands at 37 
metres and has two tow¬ 
ers. 

He added: “The team 
which worked on Nash 
Point lighthouse has spe¬ 
cialist knowledge and 
experience of working 
on unique projects like 
this. 

“We appreciate the 
local importance of the 
tower and within our 
team we have experi¬ 
ence of working on 
lighthouses and listed 
properties. 

“We have painted 


other lighthouses, 
including The Needles 
off the Isle of Wight and 
Smeatons Tower at 
Plymouth.” 

Nash Point 

Lighthouse was 

designed by James 
Walker, the engineer-in¬ 
chief to Trinity House, in 
1832 to mark the sand¬ 
banks off the point at the 
entrance to the Bristol 
Channel. 

The decision to build 
it followed a public out¬ 
cry after the passenger 
steamer, Frolic, was 
wrecked with heavy loss 
of life in 1830. 




Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home. 

Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 
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SHARE THE COMMUNITY NEWS... 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who 
would like to have items included in the community news 
columns of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 



Bridgend charity 
set to spawn 10 
new businesses 


Charity 
concert 
BRIDGEND and 
District Visual 
Impairment 
Society has organ¬ 
ised its fifth annual 
concert at Brackla 
Tabernacle Chapel 
for November 29 at 
7pm. 

A harpist duo of year- 
11 pupils at Ysgol Gyfun 
Gymraeg Llangynwyd, 
Lowri Foster-Davies and 
Niamh Reese will be 
greeting everyone 
before the concert, 
which starts at 7pm. 

There is also The 
Heavenly Ladies choral 
group from Bethlehem 
Life Centre, Cefn 
Cribwr, and Tremains 
Junior School Choir, 
with music by a junior 
brass band ensemble 
formed from nine stu¬ 
dents at Bridgend sec¬ 
ondary schools. 

Tickets are £5 and all 
money raised goes to a 
good cause. They can be 
obtained from John or 
Julie on 01656 771398 
or 01656 766240. 

Everyone is welcome. 

Ynysawdre 

Community 

Centre 

ON Friday, November 
30, entertainment will 
be provided by the 
Ogmore Valley Male 
Choir at 7pm, (tickets 
will be £5). 

In December, the 
choir has been invited to 
lead the hymn singing at 
the wedding of Iain Hall 
and Kate Harding in St 
Mary Magdalen Church, 
Mawdlam. 

The choir rehearses at 
the Canolfan Bethlehem 
Centre, Commercial 
Street, Ogmore Vale on 
Thursday evenings 
between 7pm-9pm; visi¬ 
tors and new members 
welcome. 

Festive date 

BRACKLA 
Community Centre 
will be hosting the 
Christmas concert 
organised by the 
Brackla Community 
Chorus, a mixed voice 
choir on November 30 
at 7pm. The guest 
artists will be an 
ensemble from 

Archbishop McGrath 
Roman Catholic 
School. 

Brackla Community 
Chorus took part in the 
concert to raise money 


for Velindre Hospital 
chemotherapy depart¬ 
ment and I was pleased 
to note that the centre 
was full. 

Brackla Community 
Chorus rehearses at the 
centre on Wednesday 
evenings from 7pm to 
9pm and new members 
will be welcome. 

Pupils’ awards 

TYNYRHEOL 
Primary School head, 
Martin Griffiths, con¬ 
gratulated the follow¬ 
ing pupils who this 
term have won a book 
presented by the 
Friends of the school to 
the most improved 
reader in the class dur¬ 
ing the term: 

Class 1: Megan 
Grabham received 
Disney’s Ultimate 
Family Treasury classic 
stories for all the family. 

Class 2: Zack Steele - 
Children ’ s 
Encyclopaedia. 

Class 3 Bailey 
Dowling - Children’s 
Internet Linked 

Illustrated 
Encyclopaedia. 

Aberkenfig WI 

EUNICE WILLIAMS, 
opened the meeting on 
November 14 when 
members sang ‘Happy 
Birthday’ to Dorothy 
Thomas. 

The shopping trip to 
Marks and Spencer’s 
and lunch afterwards 
was discussed. The 
members would have 
enjoyed it more if the 
food had arrived on time 
- otherwise they agreed 
it was a good day out. 

Eunice introduced the 
speaker for the day, 
Christine Thomas, a 
decorative artist from 
Porthcawl, who has 
designed and decorated 
rooms in many houses in 
Glamorgan, including 
the bathroom in a house 
Tom Jones owned. 

Christine demonstrat¬ 
ed how to make jew¬ 
ellery with a soldering 
iron. 

Gillian Williams gave 


a vote of thanks. 

The winner of the 
competition for an arti¬ 
cle beginning with the 
letter ‘R’ was Gillian, 
and the winner of the 
raffle Dilys Mitchell. 

The any other busi¬ 
ness included informa¬ 
tion about the Wesley 
Methodist Church 
Christmas tree festival 
November 24, which 
includes the lighting of 
the Christmas trees. 

The church choir will 
be singing carols and 
there will be stalls and 
refreshments. 

The next meeting will 
be on December 12, 
which will be the 
Christmas party. 

Visitors and new 
members are sure of a 
warm welcome at 
Aberkenfig WI who 
have their meetings on 
the second Wednesday 
of each month at 2pm in 
the Welfare Hall, Heol 
Persondy, Aberkenfig. 

Further details can be 
obtained from the secre¬ 
tary, Mrs Pat Lewis, on 
01656 721384, or at 
www.cobwebs.com . 

Tondu 

Primary 

School 

THE first event in the 
primary schools’ cross 
country competition 
for children from years 
3-6 is on November 24 
at Coleg Cymunedol y 
Dderwen. 

Miss Jones will be 
there at 9.40am to regis¬ 
ter the children taking 
part. The race is open to 
any child who would 
like to run a short course 
with pupils from other 
schools. Trainers, shorts, 
t-shirt, a water bottle and 
a track suit will be need¬ 
ed. 

The first race will be 
at 10am and it is all over 
by 11am. 

Children will be 
taught musical instru¬ 
ments, on Tuesdays 
(violin) and Thursdays 
(brass instruments). 


P e n c o e d 
Silver Band 

THE band will be play¬ 
ing Christmas music at 
Seasons on Brynmenyn 
Industrial Estate 
around mid-day on 
November 24-25. 

Formed over 100 
years ago, the band 
encourages youngsters 
of all ages to play, and 
will loan instruments to 
them until they obtain 
their own individual 
instrument. 

It rehearses in Heol- 
y-Cyw Welfare Hall on 
Monday’s Heol-y-Cyw 
rugby club on Thursdays 
are between 7pm and 
9pm. 

Festive fair 

THE congregation of 
Nazareth Chapel, 
Bryncethin, will be 
holding a Christmas 
fair on Saturday, 
November 24, between 
12 noon and 2pm. They 
will have for sale a 
large variety of hand¬ 
made Christmas crafts 
and other stalls with 
tombola, refreshments. 

Carers’ group 

BRIDGEND Carers’ 
Centre is a charity 
located in 87, Park 
Street, Bridgend, CF31 
4AZ (telephone 01656 
658479). 

Today (November 22) 
Katie Thomas, an advi¬ 
sor from Macmillan 
Welfare Rights, will be 
available between 
9.30am and 1.30pm to 
inform carers of benefits 
they may be eligible for. 

On November 23 
between 10.30am and 
12.30pm there is a new 
carers’ information 
course. 

Christmas fair 

ON Saturday, 

December 1, at 
Brackla Tabernacle 
chapel, Whitethorn 
Drive, between 12 noon 
and 5pm, there will be 
a craft and gift market, 
with items suitable for 
Christmas presents. 

The money raised 



Niamh Rees 
will be used to help the 
charity Bridgend Food 
Bank, members of the 
chapel who have finan¬ 
cial difficulties, and sup¬ 
port youth programmes 
organised by the chapel. 

Choir concert 

FOLLOWING a suc¬ 
cessful tour in Holland 
Cor Merched Cwm 
Llynfi (Llynfi Valley 
ladies choir) returned 
to perform in the Royal 
British Legion concert 
in Maesteg Town Hall. 

The artists were the 
Briton Ferry Silver 
Band; Sian Rushworth, 
harpist; duetists Bethan 
and Meinir; and Cor 
Merched. 

The choir sang four 
items: ‘The Lord is my 
Shepherd’, ‘Over the 
Rainbow’, ‘Tydi ar 
Rhoddaist’ and the 
World War II Requiem. 

The last item was 
written and composed in 
Holland but it has such 
touching English words, 
the Dutch choir sent it 
over for the choir to 
learn and it has become 
a great favourite and 
appropriate for 

Remembrance Sunday. 


A BRIDGEND 
charity and pio¬ 
neering new enter¬ 
prise centre have 
joined forces to 
help budding 
entrepreneurs 
make their busi¬ 
ness dreams a real- 
ity- 

More than 10 aspir¬ 
ing business bosses will 
have the chance to 
spend at least a year 
operating from a unique 
new ‘start-up’ environ¬ 
ment known as the 
Welsh Innovation 
Centre for Enterprise 
(ICE). 

The places will be 
funded by the Fairwood 
Trust to support any 
individual based in 
south Wales with the 
talent, potential and 
ambition to develop and 
grow a business, and in 
turn provide wider ben¬ 
efits to their community. 

Originally launched 
using funds from 
Training Services Wales 
(TSW Ltd), an inde¬ 
pendent training organi¬ 
sation based at 
Aberkenfig, The 
Fairwood Trust became 
a stand-alone charity 
after TSW Ltd founder 
Charles Middleton 
retired from his post as 
CEO in 2008. 

Now director at the 
Fairwood Trust, Mr 
Middleton said: “It is 
the learning that comes 
with any mentoring 
process that is really 
important to the Trust - 
and the goal ultimately 
is to create more jobs, 
have more people work¬ 
ing and make more 
money for the economy 
of Wales. 

“To have had the sup¬ 
port, guidance and men¬ 
torship that Welsh ICE 
provides would have 
been heaven when I first 
started in business 40 
years ago.” 

As such, Fairwood 
Trust has entered an 
agreement with Welsh 
ICE, which is based in 
Caerphilly, to fund 10 
new enterprises based at 
Welsh ICE with a bur¬ 
sary worth £3,000 to 
each one. Three have 


signed up so far. 

Family support serv¬ 
ice firm Smooth Starts, 
student exchange outlet 
Recyclabook and tex¬ 
tiles company Cup of 
Daisies have already 
moved into Welsh ICE 
thanks to the Fairwood 
Trust funding. 

Oana Balan came up 
with the idea for Cup of 
Daisies when she started 
making silk scarves for 
charity whilst studying 
costume design at the 
Royal Welsh College of 
Music and Drama. 

Now she sells them 
in a Cardiff boutique 
and spends two or three 
days a week at ICE, 
where she is supported 
in creating a business 
plan and identifying 
new markets. 

She said: “To have 
people around you that 
appreciate and believe 
in your project is just 
amazing, they have 
already decided you are 
going to make it and 
that goes a long way 
when you are working 
alone. It’s such an 
inspiring place to be.” 

Welsh ICE’s objec¬ 
tive is to create a hotbed 
of growing firms and, in 
turn, high-quality jobs 
for South Wales by sup¬ 
porting entrepreneurs 
both on-site and virtual¬ 


WE were very 
relieved when our 
November meeting, 
Glass Blowing in 
the hall, was over! 

We were beginning to 
dream of sprinklers 
going off or of the Fire 
Brigade turning up, but 
all the worry was unnec¬ 
essary. It was a really 
good afternoon with 
some lovely finished 
products. 

Our autumn fayre on 
October 20 was a big 
success. Many grateful 
thanks to Sian at 
Bloomin’ Stylish, Dave 
from Verlands Stores 
and Richard from the 
butcher’s shop for dona¬ 
tions to the raffle. 

Also, a big thank you 
to all of our members 


ly from its base in 
Caerphilly. 

Centre director 
Gareth Iwan Jones said: 
“The Fairwood Trust 
enterprise bursary 
allows those with a 
business idea to get out 
of their back bedroom 
and into an environment 
with others that can help 
them. We are looking 
for a wide range of 
entrepreneurs to apply, 
especially those with 
links to the wider com¬ 
munity.” 

Those providing 
mentoring for new 
entrepreneurs at ICE 
also include RBS and 
Lloyds TSB banks, 
leading accountancy 
firm, Broomfield & 
Alexander, IT firm 
Solviq, patent experts at 
Wynne-Jones IP and 
insurance firm Thomas 
Carroll Group. 

ICE has space for up 
to 150 businesses and 
provides an on-site 
restaurant, day nursery 
and hotel. 

Social spaces, 
equipped for music and 
games, are also provid¬ 
ed to encourage entre¬ 
preneurs to mix and 
share ideas. 

For information on 
how to apply visit 
www. welshice. org/awar 
ds. 


who donated prizes and 
bric-a-brac, baked, 
helped on the stalls, pro¬ 
vided the teas and to 
everyone who turned up 
to spend some money. 

We are very pleased 
to be able to present a 
cheque for £500 to 
Wales Air Ambulance. 

Our December meet¬ 
ing will be our 
Christmas party. On 
behalf of Pencoed WI, I 
would like to wish you 
all a very merry 
Christmas and a happy 
and healthy 2013. 

For further informa¬ 
tion on our WI, tele¬ 
phone Val on 
01656862181 or Pat on 
01656860289. 


The heat is on... 


PENCOED WI 
NEWS 


Who wants to build what and where in the county borough 


Notemachine - GH Griffiths 
and Son Petrostore, Cowbridge 
Road, Bridgend - Fibreglass 
surround to ATM with cash sign 
above. 

Mrs Nadine Manfred - 42 
Penybont Road, Pencoed - New 
fascia sign and window graphics. 
Mr E P Williams - Tynewydd 
Farmhouse, Spion Kop, 
Ogmore Vale - Crown reduce 
one tree by 30 per cent and 
remove a few lower limbs ((1998) 
BCBC No.08 modified). 

Paddle Limited - Land rear of 
Salisbury Road, Maesteg - 
Erect five two-and-a-half storey 
four-bed houses, seven two- 
storey four-bed house. 

Mrs S Dando - 4 Rest Bay Close, 
Porthcawl - Construction of sun- 


lounge, granny annexe and 
garage. 

Mr P Flower - 20 Swn yr Afon, 
Kenfig Hill - Erection of 1.8m 
fence on land to rear. 

Leckwith Properties Ltd - 
Dunraven Hotel, 3 Blackmill 
Road, Bryncethin - Change of 
use from public house to six flats. 
Mrs H Thomson - 8 Gian y Parc, 
Bridgend - Change of use of 
lower ground floor of property 
into a childrens’ day nursery with 
internal alterations. 

Miss S Blake - 87 Fulmar Road, 
Porthcawl - Extension to front 
dormer creating en-suite onto 
master bedroom. 

Mr Peter Williams - 78 Merthyr 
Mawr Road, Bridgend - New 

orangery and garage conversion. 


Mr and Mrs Baker - 1 Maes 
Llan, Kenfig Hill - Orangery to 
rear of property. 

Mr R Morgan - 30 The Chase, 
Brackla - Single storey exten¬ 
sion to rear. 

Mr A Williams - 37 Salisbury 
Road, Maesteg - Detached 
garage to rear garden. 

Mr Dave Edmunds - 7 

Greenwood Close, Litchard - 
Single storey garage/cloakroom 
extension. 

Notemachine - GH Griffiths 
and Son, Petrostore, Cowbridge 
Road - Retention of installed 
ATM. 

Mr J Evans - 3 Meadow View, 
Blackmill - Construct a new 
detached garage and a new 
detached workshop. 


H D Limited - Cae Court, 12 
Merthyr Mawr Road, Bridgend 

- Change of use from nursing 
home (C2) to hotel (Cl). 

Mr S Middleton - 85 High 
Street, Laleston - First floor side 
extension. 

South Wales Land Development 
Ltd - Land at Ty Draw Farm, 
Pyle - Full application; 94 
dwellings associated access, open 
space etc, outline B1 employment 
use of the remainder of site 
(2.23HA). 

Pori Natur a Threftadaeth Ltd - 
Land within Coity Wallia 
Common, Bridgend - Construct 
five ponds with smaller ponds 
around each for biodiversity ben¬ 
efit. 

Mrs N De Celis Probert - 20 


Rhodfa Mes, Broadlands - 

Demolish sun lounge and rebuild 
new enlarged sun lounge at rear. 
Persimmon Homes Ltd East - 
Parc Derwen, land parcel R8, 
Bridgend - Reserved matters for 
38 new dwellings. 

Persimmon Homes Ltd East - 
Parc Derwen, land parcel 
R23/24, Bridgend - Reserved 
matters for 41 new dwellings. 
Persimmon Homes Ltd East - 
Parc Derwen, land parcel R14, 
Bridgend - Reserved matters for 
four new dwellings. 

Persimmon Homes Ltd East - 
Parc Derwen, land parcels 
R6/R7, Bridgend - Reserved 
matters for 82 new dwelllings. 
Persimmon Homes Ltd East - 
Parc Derwen, land parcel R9, 


Bridgend - Reserved matters for 
54 new dwellings. 

Dainton Group Services Ltd - 
Coity Road Sidings, Coity 
Road, Bridgend - Change of use 
to B1/B8, mainly containerised 
storage. 

Mr Raymond Jones - 15 Silurian 
Way, Kenfig Hill - Retention of 
boundary fence including amend¬ 
ment to height. 

Miss T Carroll - Land east of 
Bridge Stables, Pencoed - Use 
of land for stationing of caravans 
for residential purposes for 1 no. 
gypsy pitch, hardstanding. 

Mr and Mrs John Hodges - 
Redroofs, Bryneglwys Avenue, 
Porthcawl - Alterations and 
extension to dwelling to provide 
increased accommodation. 
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First Minister opens 
new training centre 



ABOVE: 

Andrew Whitcombe 
makes the opening 
address. 

FIRST Minister 
Carwyn Jones has 
officially opened 
the new premises of 
a Bridgend project 
that provides 
apprentices and 
trains people with 
the skills they need 
to make it in indus¬ 
try. 

Bridgend College’s 
Engage Training pro¬ 
vides qualifications and 
commercial training to 
businesses such as Ford 
and Tata Steel. 

The First Minister 
was welcomed to 
Engage Training’s new 
premises at Morian 
House on the Bridgend 
Industrial Estate by col¬ 
lege principal Mark 
Jones and Andrew 
Whitcombe, director of 
skills and business 
development. 

He unveiled a plaque 


The First Minister officially opens the training centre. 


RIGHT: Carwyn 
Jones with 
Mark Jones, 
the principal of 
Bridgend College. 

(Photographs by 
Frank Shipton 
email -frankship 
ton@mac.com ) 

before touring the facili¬ 
ty and meeting staff. 

He said: “The Welsh 
Government’s absolute 
priority in these tough 
times is to create jobs 
and enable growth. I am 
confident that this new 
centre will help us to 
deliver this, by bringing 
together the college and 
local employers. 

“Making sure people 
have the right skills that 
industry need is vital. 
That is why we are com¬ 



mitted to creating more 
apprentice opportunities 
to allow people to realise 
their ambitions. 

“Facilities like this 
mean that local employ¬ 
ers have ready access to 
learning. The centre 
offers a variety of train¬ 
ing opportunities, from 
distance learning to 
short courses for 
employers. I am delight¬ 


ed to be here to mark the 
official opening, as I am 
sure that this facility will 
be a great success and 
help many people 
improve their skills.” 

The Welsh 

Government recently 
announced a further £5 
million of funding for 
apprenticeship places for 
newly recruited young 
people aged 16-24. 


WI concert raises cash 
for Stroke Association 


F ollowing a 

welcome to the 
42 members of 
Coychurch WI pres¬ 
ent, the president 
Sandra Davidson 
introduced and wel¬ 
comed Carol Carter, 
the Bridgend commu¬ 
nity co-ordinator of 
the Stroke Society, 
who gratefully accept¬ 
ed a cheque for £600 
on behalf of the 
Bridgend area. 

The donation was the 
proceeds from the 
Coychurch ladies 
(friends of WI) recent 
supper concert. Carol, 
with 20 years’ service in 
Bridgend, gave a brief 
outline of the services 
provided in the area. She 
is very passionate 
regarding “life after a 
stroke”. 

Member Kath 
Mepham, in her own 
unique style, demon¬ 
strated how to prepare 
and cook pork fillets 
with redcurrant sauce 
and a mincemeat gallette 
(a great alternative to 
mince pies). 

Following the demon¬ 
stration, members 
enjoyed sampling her 
efforts (Blue Peter style 
- ‘one I made earlier’). 
Kath was congratulated 
on being appointed lead 
tutor at Denman College 
in two disciplines, name¬ 
ly cookery and pre¬ 
serves. 

The business of the 
evening followed, 
including: 


Details of the NFWI 
council meeting held 
recently in Porthcawl, 
which 90 WIs and 470 
members attended. 

Members were 
thanked for their support 
and donations to 
Operation Christmas 
Child. 

The excursion 
arrangements to 
Swansea and the 
Christmas dinner menu 
choice details were 
finalised. 

Yvonne Smith 
appealed for bric-a-brac 
items for the Christmas 
bazaar stall on 
December 4, 7.30pm in 
the Williams Memorial 
Hah, proceeds to be 
donated to next year’s 
chosen charity. 
Nominations for the 
charity to be put forward 
at the next meeting. 

Sheila Carr has volun¬ 
teered to organise some 
theatre outings for those 
members that enjoy live 
entertainment; shows 
arranged to date are 
Phantom of the Opera 
and Midnight Tango. 

The WI Christmas 
carol service will be held 
on Monday, December 3 
at 3.30pm in St Crallo’s 
Church. 

Please note the 
change of time for the 
January meeting, which 
will now take place in 
the afternoon of January 
8 from 1.30pm-4.30pm 
in the Williams 
Memorial Hah. 

There will be a fish 
and chips luncheon and 


a speaker from the 
Foodbank will attend. If 
you can, please bring a 
tin as a donation towards 
the scheme. Two bur¬ 
saries for Denman 
College of £150 each 
will be drawn at the 
meeting. 

For further informa¬ 
tion on any WI business 
or events, contact 
Sandra Davidson on 
01656 669232. 

WI LINK 
EVENING 

THE WI Link Penta 
Pen-y-Bont, members 
comprising of Brackla, 
Coity, Coychurch, 
Ogmore Vale and 
Pencoed, enjoyed a 
social supper evening on 
Wednesday, November 
7. 

The event was hosted 


by Coychurch WI in the 
Williams Memorial Hah. 
Following the excellent 
meal, the special guest, 
sportswoman Non Evans 
MBE, gave an interest¬ 
ing illustrated talk on her 
prolific sports career 
from her early childhood 
to date. 

Over the years, Non 
has competed interna¬ 
tionally in four different 
sports; rugby union, 
attaining 87 caps, judo, 
weight lifting and 
freestyle wrestling, with 
a long list of medals in 
these disciplines. Non 
was also part of the 
Olympic commentary 
team. 

A raffle followed and 
the ladies also enjoyed 
an entertaining game of 
Irish bingo to conclude 
the evening. 


Ladies plan to 
visit their ‘twin’ 

| PORTHCAWL TOWNSWOMEN’S GUILD | 

AFTER a welcome from the chairman, we 
held a minute’s silence for one of our mem¬ 
bers who had passed away. 

We had the usual amusing report from our twin 
TG in Mansfield, and they seem to be very busy. We 
are hoping to return their visit next year to Mansfield 
for a few days. 

We had a wonderful afternoon with Linda and 
Christine from the Rest entertaining us. 

Our plans are well ahead for the Christmas tree 
festival at All Saints Church. 

Our next meeting will be on December 12 at 2pm 
in All Saints Church Hall, when we will have our 
Christmas party, with Mike Boyles entertaining us 
with his music. All will be made welcome. FR 


Chnstmas has come 
early in Bridgend 
County Borough... 

m. and the angels at Halo Leisure 
are giving you an early present! 


Become a member and have your 
Induction during December and 
you'll pay nothing until February! 

You can enjoy ai oof faciites 

• Gym 

• SvUm 

• Group exercise riasses 

• Racket sport* 

• Spa taulrties 

And ;ill d n 5 FREE until February. 
*hen you |0<n in December! 


£ 


Mae’r Nadolig wedi dod yn 
gynnar ym Mwrdeistref S rol 
Pen-y-bont ar Ogwr... 

,».ac mae’r angytion yn Halo Leisure yn 
rhoi anrhog gynnar i chi! 


Dcwch yn aclod a chad cich scsiwn 
gynefino ym mis Rhagtyr a fyddwch chi 
ddim yn talu’r un geiniog tan fis Chwefror! 

Gallvtch fwynhau en cyflejsterau I gyd 

• Carrpfa 

• Ninttfi 

• Dusbartho&sj ymarfer cortt mwn grwp 

• Ctwaraann raood 

• Cyfleusterau sba 

Ac mar r cyfan AM DDIM tan tis Chwrfrnr os 
ymunwch chi ym mis Rragfyr! 



r* *•**»*> i»o f («*4 tt Cv** 


0300 012 1223 / www.haloleisure.org.uk 


o 

halo 
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PORTHCAWL PUPILS PULL OUT ALL THE 
STOPS FOR CHILDREN IN NEED WEEK 


PHOTOGRAPHS by 
MALCOLM NUGENT 


P UPILS at the Porthcawl 

Comprehensive School, together 
with staff, threw themselves with 
great enthusiasm into the Children in 
Need cause last week 

The school’s headteacher, Mr Kenny 
Dykes, said: “Ably organised and led by the 
sixth form ‘Head Team’, the school raised a 
staggering £6,700 over the week for the BBC’s 
long-standing fundraiser, as well as for other 
local charities in the Porthcawl and Bridgend 
areas. 

“They were not confined to just Children in 
Need day, as many events were scheduled as 
early as two weeks ago. 

“The range of fundraising activities includ¬ 
ed a ‘sleep over’ in school, ‘Weakest Link’, 
‘I’m a Teacher Get me Out of Here!’, ‘Take 
me Out’, a quiz night in the Hi-Tide, ‘Sponge 
the Teacher’ and ‘Porthcawl’s Got Talent’ to 
name but a few.” 

On Children in Need day itself, pupils came 
in fancy dress. 

Porthcawl Comprehensive’s head girl, 
Leonie McQuaide, said: “We wish to thank all 
who worked so hard in the events and for the 
pupils, parents and staff who gave so gener¬ 
ously.” 

Adam Mounce, head boy, said: “We are 
delighted to have raised the unbelievable total 
of £6,700 for this worthy cause and local 
charities - well done to all.” 

(SEE MORE PICTURES 
ON OPPOSITE PAGE) 



ABOVE: ‘The Hulkettes’? 
BELOW: Bacon and Egg. 





Notutf htats - oc 


Void -Aw** J 


ABOVE: There were some ingenious fancy dress ideas! 



BELOW: There were some messy trials for the staff who took part 
in ‘I’m a Teacher, get me out of here. r 



ABOVE: Eating bugs for a bushtucker trial 
BELOW: teachers who performed in ‘Porthcawl’s Got Talent ’. 
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Positive action and calls 
to put BBC expenditure 
under closer scrutiny 


E ARLIER this week, I pre¬ 
sented a Bill in Parliament 
to introduce a new law 
which would force the BBC to 
publish its expenditure records 
and to open itself to unrestricted 
auditing. 

Prior to the resignation of the corpora¬ 
tion’s Director General George 
Entwistle, over a Newsnight broadcast 
on child abuse allegations, I had secured 
time for what is known as a Ten Minute 
Bill on November 21, to introduce the 
law calling on the BBC to publish all 
invoices over £500. 

This would fall in line with the 
requirement that local authorities are 
now bound to provide this information 
and, would give the National Audit 
Office unrestricted access. 

I am a strong supporter of the BBC, 
and although the recent events have been 
inexcusable, we shouldn’t lose the wider 
perspective of the positive influence of 
the organisation. 

However, loyal supporters should not 
seek to hold back in proposing improve¬ 
ments. Greater transparency encourages 
more efficient spending and questions 
have been raised for some time on how 
the BBC spends its money. 

Local constituents have asked how 
much money is spent on after-show par¬ 
ties; why the BBC advertises and how 
much it costs; and how much it pays to 
some of its presenters? 

Gaining responses to these questions 
is not straightforward. That is why I 



Vale MP Alun 
Cairns reports 
to GEM readers 


tabled this Bill earlier this year. 

Previously, I wrote to the then 
Director General of the BBC, Mark 
Thompson, to ask that they publish all 
invoices over £500 to improve trans¬ 
parency in its spend, given the publicly- 
funded nature of the organisation. This 
request was turned down twice. 

I later discovered that the National 
Audit Office can only investigate areas 
of spend with the BBC Trust’s agree¬ 
ment. 

This is extraordinary and to underline 
the importance of this, they have no 
immediate right to investigate the contro¬ 
versial pay-off to the recently-departed 
Director General, George Entwistle. 

Surely, we should have the same 


transparency for expenditure across all 
public organisations? 

In credit to the last Vale Council 
administration, they volunteered to pub¬ 
lish their invoices over £500 and I hope 
that the new administration will continue 
on this basis. 

I am told that this has made all offi¬ 
cers think long and hard before commis¬ 
sioning services. 

This new law would hold the BBC to 
the same scrutiny as other public bodies. 

I hope it will level the disparity between 
the demands placed on the BBC and 
local authorities. 

In proposing this BBC Bill, I hope it 
will highlight to Parliament an important 
issue and an area that I trust the BBC 
will then start to respond to. 

The BBC is clearly responding as 
quickly as possible to the awful situation 
regarding the victims of sexual abuse. As 
a global British institution, it is vital that 
it now focuses on restoring its credibility. 

As part of this, the BBC Trust, which 
oversees the organisation, acted swiftly 
to ensure that its management and lead¬ 
ership issues were resolved quickly. 

This will allow for the BBC to put the 
systems in place to ensure it can contin¬ 
ue to make first class news and current 
affairs programmes, without falling into 
some of the traps it has done over the 
past few weeks. 

The BBC acts as the cornerstone of 
UK public service broadcasting and 
must face the same scrutiny as any other 
public organisation - from financial 
information transparency, to examination 
of its culture and practices. 


GEM LETTERS EXTRA...GEM LETTERS] 


LDP: A plan with two tales’ 


Town councillor raises 
issue of mayor’s car, but 
Vale Council explains... 

‘An employee 
has a right to 
confidentiality’ 


SO the Vale Council 
has now bought an all 
singing all dancing 
super-dooper Skoda, 
to replace the mayor’s 
Jaguar that was writ¬ 
ten off in a supermar¬ 
ket car park back in 
September. 

The last limo, which 
was in excellent condi¬ 
tion, was disposed of 
after hitting a bollard at 
Morrison’s car park in 
Barry. 

However, we the tax¬ 
payers who paid for that 
Jag are still being kept 
in the dark as to how 
this accident actually 
happened. 

If I remember rightly, 
the ruling Labour group 
promised to be open 
and transparent prior to 
the last council elec¬ 
tions - so why can’t they 
tell us? 

We as taxpayers 
owned that vehicle, so 
we surely have the right 
to know what has hap¬ 
pened. 

Coun Robert Bertin, 

Barry Town Council. 

• The GEM put 
Coun Bertin’s com¬ 
ments to the Vale 
Council: 

Bev Noon, opera¬ 
tional manager for cor¬ 


porate policy and com¬ 
munications, said: “I 
understand the public’s 
desire to know the 
details of matters 
involving the mayoral 
car. 

“However, as an 
employer, we have a 
duty of care to our 
employees, and their 
personal and confiden¬ 
tial issues cannot be 
aired in public. 

“We are unable to 
release personal infor¬ 
mation to the public. 

“If we did, the coun¬ 
cil would be subject to a 
hefty fine under Data 
Protection law by the 
Information 
Commissioner. 

“I am sure that the 
Vale public wouldn't 
want council resources 
wasted in this way to 


satisfy the desire for 
gossip. 

“This council has 
excellent employment 
practices, having a good 
relationship with both 
unions and our employ¬ 
ees, and we will not 
move away from these 
practices.” 

The Leader of the 
Vale Council, Coun 
Neil Moore, explained: 
“When a staff issue is 
investigated by an 
employer, the member of 
staff has a right to 
expect confidentiality 
from their employer. 

“The council is com¬ 
mitted to transparency 
but obviously there are 
times when it is not 
right for the council to 
share personal details 
with the public. This is 
one of those times. ” 



I N the past few 
months, letters 
to The GEM 
have been telling 
two opposing tales 
about what is hap¬ 
pening about the 
Local Development 
Plan. 

One tale, from the 
Labour-led Vale Council, 
was that Labour dis¬ 
agreed with a flawed 
LDP; promised to scrap 
it and replace it; has 
considered how this can 
best be done; and has 


now started the process 
to carry out replacement 
of the LDP. 

The second tale, from 
Conservative AMs and 
MP and other opposition 
politicians, has been 
about cynical election 
manipulation by Labour, 
a broken election prom¬ 
ise, and most recently, 
an about-face to scrap 
the LDP after all, 
because of letters by 
Conservatives to local 
papers. 

The second tale is an 
unlikely story driven by 


wishful thinking and the 
most unlikely part is that 
the Labour-led Vale 
Council was ‘embar¬ 
rassed’ into scrapping 
the LDP because of let¬ 
ters to The GEM. 

How can anyone be 
embarrassed by being 
entirely consistent about 
their intentions from 
start to finish, and carry¬ 
ing out their intention as 
stated? The first tale is 
straightforward and fol¬ 
lows words with deeds. 

The Conservatives 
and others have tried to 


LDP: Playing with words' 


L AST week’s 
GEM led 
with the 

report that the Vale 
Council were, at 
long last, to scrap 
the LDP. 

This followed the 
uncovering of official 
minutes of a meeting 
between Vale councillors 
and the Welsh 
Government that showed 
they only planned to 
make ‘focussed changes’ 
to the development doc¬ 
ument they inherited, 
and that they were con¬ 
tent with other aspects. 

As soon as the details 
were published on the 
council’s website, I natu¬ 
rally played close atten¬ 
tion to their plans, in 
considering the many 
hundreds of letters I 
have received on this 
issue. 


Unfortunately, the 
details of the planned 
actions are far from their 
headline. To scrap the 
plan would be to change 
the strategy of the LDP; 
they are not. 

There are seven stages 
in the development of 
the LDP process, with 
gathering evidence and 
setting the strategy being 
the first. The Vale 
Council are merely plan¬ 
ning to revisit stage 3 - 
Plan preparation. 

If the strategy hasn’t 
changed, then the out¬ 
comes will be broadly 
the same. The Welsh 
Government’s expecta¬ 
tion to build 10,000 new 
houses remains. 

I fear that we will end 
up having the same 
numbers of houses in the 
same areas. They are 
merely planning to move 
deckchairs around, in 
spite of the lack of infra¬ 


structure. Councillors 
in charge of the process 
are being disingenuous. 
It is clear that they had 
no plan to scrap the 
LDP, in spite of their 
promise before the elec¬ 
tion. 

Having being caught 
out with the disclosure 
of the minutes of their 
meeting with the Welsh 
Government, they are 
choosing to play with 
words. 

They have the same 
very real difficulties as 
the last authority - a 
housing target from the 
Welsh Government that 
our communities cannot 
cope with. 

The bottom line is 
that many communities 
are worried and angry; 
the least they deserve is 
honesty. I will do all I 
can to represent them. 
Alun Cairns, MP for 
the Vale of Glamorgan. 


make political capital 
during the (relatively 
short) period since the 
election when a complex 
change was being con¬ 
sidered. 

They have done a dis¬ 
service to residents of 
the Vale by putting out 
misleading information 


A RECENT 

article in the 
national 

media highlights 
the fact that the 
public are being 
treated as cash 
cows yet again. 

Prom the £75 penalty 
people receive for litter¬ 
ing, XPOR receive at 
least £35 and the rest 
goes into town hall cof¬ 
fers, which is legal 
under the 

Neighbourhood and 
Environment Act 2005. 

However, it appears 
that this contractor 
employed by the council 
is penalising people for 
the most trivial acts of 
littering. 

A lady in Blaenau 
Gwent was fined £75 for 
dropping a thread from 
her gloves accidentally, 
and others fined whilst 
in the process of picking 
up what they had acci¬ 
dentally dropped. 

This is ludicrous: 
XPOR has pocketed 


for which they had no 
evidence. 

They should apologise 
for getting it so wrong 
and so publicly, now it’s 
apparent we are going to 
do just what we said we 
would do. 

John Drysdale, Barry, 
Illtyd Ward councillor. 


£1.6m in Wales and 
England in pursuit of 
their cash cows (the 
public). 

The more serious 
offences of fly tipping 
and dog fouling (which 
is unsightly, smelly and 
a health risk to every¬ 
one) are apparently not 
being pursued. 

I understood when the 
Vale Council employed 
XPOR earlier this year 
by the then council 
leader that dog fouling 
was a priority. 

This is not the case, 
the percentage of fines 
issued for this disgusting 
act is very minimal. 

In fact, I would li ke 
to see a breakdown of 
fines given and for 
what? 

There was a time 
many years ago when 
councillors worked for 
and with their electorate, 
not treat them as rev¬ 
enue cash cows. 

Ian Govier, 

Rhoose. 


Local MP 
welcomes 
latest jobs 
figures 

VALE MP Alun 
Cairns has wel¬ 
comed the latest fall 
in Vale unemploy¬ 
ment, shown in fig¬ 
ures published last 
month by the Office 
for National 

Statistics. 

The number of unem¬ 
ployed claimants in the 
Vale of Glamorgan con¬ 
stituency in October was 
2,353, 179 lower than in 
October 2011, and 27 
lower than in September 
this year. 

Mr Cairns said: “This 
is great news for Wales. 
There are 13,000 more 
people in work, with 
thousands fewer unem¬ 
ployed as well. 

“In my constituency, 
too, the claimant count 
has come down, which is 
fantastic news. 

“This is really positive 
for us locally and does 
show that although the 
economic climate is still 
tough, there is cause for 
gentle optimism. 

“We need to use this 
momentum and do every¬ 
thing we can to get more 
people back to work. ” 


The public are 
just "cash cows 


Scott Wroe Hearing 
Centre provides: 


• Independent Advice 

• 30 day Free trials on all hearing aids 
•TheWorld’s finest hearing aids 
including Widex, Phonak and Oticon 

• Repairs and accessories to all makes 
and models 

• Home visits available 

For more information, or to 
arrange an appointment, please call 

02920 707760 



Or call into: 

Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre 

I Station Approach, 
Penarth, CF64 3EE 

www.scottwroe-hearingcentre.co.uk 
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‘Bedtime Stories’ with 
Potato Street Players 


FOR their 76th 
production at Wick 
Village Hall, the 
Potato Street 
Players performed 
the UK premiere of 
Bedtime Stories by 
Canadian Author, 
Norm Foster. 

Carroll and Mary 
Swaine had seen the 
play when holidaying in 
Canada and wanted to 
stage it back home. 

Unable to source the 
script in the UK, they 
successfully e mailed the 
author, who attached a 
copy of the script to his 


affirmative reply. The 
play was in six acts, all 
having a link which 
became clearer as each 
act progressed and all 
using the same bedroom 
set. 

Marie Sheppard and 
Carroll Swaine in the 
opening act portrayed a 
middle aged couple 
preparing to perform for 
the listeners of local 
radio the intimacies of 
their love life, for a 
price. 

Hywel Evans played 
the unrequited, in his 
ambitions, DJ - hoping 
this would elevate his 
career. All three brought 


RBL Llantwit 
thanks residents 

T HE Royal British Legion in 

Llantwit Major would like to say a 
huge thank you to all residents 
who helped to make our Remembrance 
Parade a success. 

Special thanks also go out to the marshals and 
everyone else who assisted on the day. It was 
lovely to see so many people, especially the chil¬ 
dren, attending this solemn occasion. 

Maureen Geary-Andrews 
RBL secretary 
Llantwit Major 

Thank you to 
Cowbridge 


1 WOULD like to 
thank 
Cowbridge 
Town Council for 
organising the 
Remembrance Day 
parade, all the 
groups that took 
part in the parade, 
and the organisa¬ 
tions and people 
who supported the 
event on the day. 

In addition, I would 
like to express my 
appreciation to the busi¬ 


nesses that supported the 
Poppy Appeal, and say a 
big thank you to all the 
volunteers who collected 
on the streets. 

As he is retiring as the 
Poppy Appeal organiser, 

I would also like to 
thank Mr Len Taylor for 
the work he has done 
over the last five years 
and welcome his 
replacement, David 
Howell, to the position. 
Hayden Painter, 
Chairman of Cowbridge 
Royal British Legion. 


their experience to the 
parts, with Marie hold¬ 
ing centre stage becom¬ 
ing the agony aunt to the 
DJ and turning around 
his ambitions toward a 
more domestic ideal. 

The second act was 
more reflective. Robbie 
Norris playing a dying 
man receiving a visit in 
his bedroom from his 
High school crush anx¬ 
ious to redeem her 
teenage actions before 
he died and obtain for¬ 
giveness for her heart¬ 
less treatment following 
a date to attend a rock 
concert whilst both in 
High School. 

This was a delightful 
‘two hander’ Ann Norris 
giving an excellent per¬ 
formance, with a con¬ 
vincing accent, as the 
rather vain petulant and 
unhappy woman seeking 
solace. Robbie Norris 
was equally convincing 
managing to convey the 
character’s wry grave¬ 
yard attitude to this 
unexpected encounter 
with ‘the love of his life’ 
on his deathbed. 

Richard Rees and 
Rhys Evans in the next 
act portrayed house 
breakers with differing 
agendas and attitudes. 
We gained insight of the 
two characters from the 
script and the empathy 
which emulated from 
their shared experience 
of relationships encapsu¬ 
lated during the bungled 
break- in was sympa¬ 
thetically portrayed by 
both. 

The entrance of the 
‘Alice Cooper’- inspired 
character Tommy Quick, 
took the audience by 
surprise - with the 6" 
platform shoes, gothic 
make up, shoulder 
length black wig and 
equally impressive black 
spangled jump suit. 

David Boult was fas¬ 
cinating as the rock star 
pursued by the 19-year- 


old fan, played convinc¬ 
ingly by Paula Williams, 
determined to be a notch 
on his bed post, but find¬ 
ing instead a tight-fisted, 
(vitamin) pill-popping, 
compulsively tidy, 50- 
year-old anxious to get 
back home and get the 
girl out of his room as 
soon as possible 

The next act had the 
audience in stitches, 
with Julie Lloyd playing 
the accident-prone 
Sandy, more often 
falling down the slippery 
pole in pain in her job as 
exotic pole dancer-and 
not called, as hoped, to 
the bedroom of her 
employer Charlie for a 
more seductive reason. 

Her ‘bump and grind’ 
performance causing 
unintended injury, 
together with the ice 
cold remedy, was appre¬ 
ciated by the audience. 
Comad Walters gave a 
sympathetic portrayal as 
Charlie when trying to 
sack the ‘rhythmless’ 
Sandy . 

The final act took us 
back to the bedroom of 
the radio DJ with his 
wife, ,played by Pam 
Moss, and the removal 
men, David Jenking and 
David Hoskin, where 
marital harmony was 
achieved and we finally 
met the taxi driver with¬ 
out the ‘knowledge’ - 
Yolanda (Debi Carr) . 

This was an enjoyable 
’premiere’ performance, 
appreciated by the audi¬ 
ence, of a somewhat 
‘risque ‘ production, 
which also combined 
scenes of reflection and 
intimacy that drew good 
character performances 
from the company. 

Thanks must go to the 
directors Carroll and 
Mary Swaine and the 
production team, for 
putting together another 
excellent evening’s 
entertainment. 

MARJORIE DIXON 


Cadets spread their 
wings over parades 
for Remembrance 



ON Remembrance 
Sunday, Air Cadets 
from 2300 (St 
Athan) Sqn were 
called on to be 
present at various 
locations through¬ 
out the rural Vale. 

The cadets covered 
St Athan, Llancarfan 
and Llantwit Major, 
paraded through the 
villages, and attended 
church services. 

Every year, the 
squadron attends these 
three services to build 
links with the local 
communities. 

Cadets laid wreaths 
at each service, and 
paid their respects to 
those whose courage 
and bravery cost them 
their lives. 

All parades were 
very moving and 2300 
St Athan cadets felt 
proud and honoured 
to have participated. 

The staff who 
attended the services 
were Flight Lieutenant 
Bentley-Miller, Flying 
Officer Duffin, 
Sergeant Jones and 
Civilian Instructor 
Richard Gaskin. 

The photo above 


was taken at the 
Llancarfan parade, 
and was attended by 
Corporals Hannah 
and James Gaskin, 
and Cadets Cameron 
Sleeth and Matthew 
Lynch-Wilson. 

For a chance to 
enjoy flying, gliding, 
shooting, sports and 
adventure training, 
contact the squadron 
on 01446 798684. 

Parade nights are 
Mondays and 
Wednesdays (7pm- 
9.30pm), boys and 
girls aged 13-18 are 
welcome! 

We have the use of 
all the facilities on the 
MoD base, including a 
flight simulator, 
accommodation, a rifle 
range, a runway and 
gyms. 

Contact Flight 
Lieutenant David 
Bentley-Miller 
at:oc.2300@aircadets.o 
rg for details. 
CORPORAL HANNAH 
GASKIN 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
DISABLED PERSONS PARKING PLACES 
(BOVERTON ROAD, LLANTWIT MAJOR) 
(AMENDMENT) ORDER 2012 

1. On the 12th November 2012 The Vale of Glamorgan Council in exercise 
of its powers under Sections 45, 46 and 53 of the Road Traffic Regulation 
Act 1984 (as amended) and all other enabling powers made an Order the 
general effect of which is as described below: 

2. The Order will come into operation on 26th November 2012 or on the 
date the necessary signs are removed, whichever is the later. 

3. A copy of the Order and plans showing the affected areas may be seen 
at the address shown below during normal office hours. 

4. If you wish to question the validity of the Order or any provisions 
contained therein on the grounds that they are not within the powers 
conferred by the above Act or on the grounds that any requirement of the 
same or that any instrument made under it has not been complied with in 
relation to the Order, you may within six weeks from the 26th November 
2012 apply to the High Court for this purpose. 

SCHEDULE 

The following Traffic Regulation Orders to be amended as follows: 

The County Council of South Glamorgan (Boverton Road, Llantwit 
Major) (Limited Waiting) Order 1989. 

Schedule 1, Column 1 delete the following text: 

‘and from a point 181 metres west of the same junction for a distance of 
9 metres west.’ 

The County Council of South Glamorgan (Boverton Road, Llantwit 
Major) (Disabled Persons Parking Places) Order 1988. 

In the Schedule delete text ‘6 metres’ and replace with text ‘13 metres’ 
Dated this 22nd day of November 2012. vale oiG lamorgan 

M. E. Punter 

Director of Visible Services & Housing 
Vale of Glamorgan Council, The Alps, 

Wenvoe CF5 6AA BR0 MO rgannwg 



CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 2012 
GORCHYMYN (DIWYGIO) YNGLYN A 
MANNAU PARCIO I BOBL ANABL 
(BOVERTON ROAD, LLANILLTUD FAWR) 

1. Ar 12 Tachwedd 2012, yr oedd Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, gan arfer ei 
bwerau o dan Adrannau 45, 46 a 53 Deddf Rheoli Traffig 1984 (ddiwy- 
giedig), a phob p_er galluogi arall, wedi gwneud Gorchymyn i’r dibenion 
cyffredinol a nodwyd isod: 

2. Daw’r Gorchymyn i rym ar 26 Tachwedd 2012, neu pan fydd yr 
arwyddion angenrheidiol wedi’u symud, pa un bynnag fo’r dyddiad 
diweddaraf. 

3. Cewch weld copi o’r Gorchymyn a chynllun sy’n dangos y mannau dan 
sylw, yn y cyfeiriad isod yn ystod oriau arferol swyddfa. 

4. Os hoffech ddadlau’n erbyn dilysrwydd y Gorchymyn neu’i ddarpari- 
aethau am na chredwch fod gan y ddeddf uchod b_er i’w gweithredu, neu 
am y tybiwch eu bod yn methu a chydymffurfio a gofynion y ddeddf uchod 
neu un o’i hofferynnau, bydd gennych chwe wythnos o 26 Tachwedd 2012 
i wneud cais i’r Uchel Lys i’r diben hwnnw. 

ATODLEN 

Diwygier y Gorchmynion Rheoli Traffig hyn fel a ganlyn: 

Gorchymyn (Cyfyngu ar Aros) (Boverton Road, Llanilltud Fawr) 
Cyngor Sir De Morgannwg 1989. 

Atodlen 1, Colofn 1 - dileer y testun canlynol: 

‘ac o fan sy’n 181 medr i’r gorllewin o’r un gyffordd am 9 medr i gyfeiriad 
y gorllewin.’ 

Gorchymyn (Mannau Parcio i Bobl Anabl) (Boverton Road, Llanilltud 
Fawr) Cyngor Sir De Morgannwg 1988. 

Yn yr Atodlen, dile_r y testun ‘6 medr’ a dodi ‘13 medr’ yn ei le. 

Dyddiedig 22 Tachwedd 2012 vale of Glamorgan 

M. E. Punter, 

Cyfarwyddwr Gwasanaethau Gweladwy a Thai, 

Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, 

Canolfan yr Alpau, Gwenfo. CF5 6AA. BR0 mqrgannwg 



ABOVE: 

The cadets who attended the 
parade at Llancarfan. 


Nash Point 
Lighthouse 
is now all 
white again! 



ABOVE: Staff from Ian Williams Properties 
who painted the lighthouse. 


AN iconic local 
landmark has been 
given a splash of 
new life - thanks to 
a team of specialist 
painters. 

Nash Point 

Lighthouse has been 
spruced up by leading 
property services com¬ 
pany Ian Williams. 

The 19th century 
lighthouse was the last 
manned lighthouse in 
Wales, until August 
1998, when the light¬ 
house keepers left. 

Now the lighthouse, at 
the entrance to the 
Bristol Channel, is open 
to the public. 

Trinity House, the 
General Lighthouse 
Authority (GLA) which 
manages 69 lighthouses 
across the UK, appointed 
Ian Williams to complete 
the work. 

The £70,000 project 
saw Ian Williams’ opera¬ 
tives repaint the light¬ 
house over an eight- 
week period, using 1,800 
litres of paint. 

Steve Lenahan, busi¬ 
ness manager at Ian 
Williams, said roped 
access was needed to 


carry out the work. At its 
highest point, the light¬ 
house stands at 37 
metres and has two tow¬ 
ers. 

He added: “The team 
which worked on Nash 
Point lighthouse has spe¬ 
cialist knowledge and 
experience of working 
on unique projects like 
this. 

“We appreciate the 
local importance of the 
tower, and within our 
team we have experience 
of working on lighthous¬ 
es and listed properties. 

“We have painted 
other lighthouses, 
including The Needles 
off the Isle of Wight and 
Smeatons Tower at 
Plymouth.” 

Nash Point 

Lighthouse was designed 
by James Walker, the 
engineer-in-chief to 
Trinity House, in 1832 to 
mark the sandbanks off 
the point at the entrance 
to the Bristol Channel. 

The decision to build 
it followed a public out¬ 
cry after the passenger 
steamer, Frolic, was 
wrecked with heavy loss 
of life in 1830. 
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INVESTING IN YOUNG 
PEOPLE IS RIGHT WAY 
FORWARD FOR WALES’ 


Welsh 

AsscgonlbQ 

o r a £5 



by Vale AM 

JANE 

HUTT 

(Minister for 
Finance and 
Leader of the 
House) 


L AST week, I 
was involved 
in two very 
important events 
which demonstrat¬ 
ed our commitment 
to investing in 
young people in 
Wales. 

I led the Draft Budget 
Debate for 2013/14 in 
the Senedd, opening it 
with the message that 
our commitment to pro¬ 
tecting schools, health 
and social services 
remains at the forefront 
of our priorities. 

I also visited St Cyres 
School to ‘cut the turf’ 
with the Vale Council 
Leader, Coun Neil 
Moore and Coun Chris 
Elmore, cabinet member 
for children and young 
people, at an exciting 
ceremony to mark the 
start of work for the 


Talk on Llandow 
air disaster 

RHOOSE and District History Society is 
presenting a talk by Don Llewellyn on the 
1950 air disaster at Llandow. 

It will be held on Friday, November 30, at 
7.30pm in the rear hall of Rhoose Community 
Centre, Stewart Road. 

Tickets are £1 per adult; 50p per child (under 
16). 

The committee invites those attending to a light 
buffet following the talk. 


The Christmas 
Count dew it 
Continues 

Week 4 of 7 

S 

Spend More 
Save More 

Save as follows: 
Spend up to £ 35.00 
and nave 5 % 

f 

3 

Spend 

£ 35.01 to £ 125.00 
and save 10 % 

Spend 

£ 125.01 to £ 250.00 
and save 15 % 

S’ 

2 

</> 

Spend o\er £ 250.01 
and save 20 % 

w 

Offer Viiid Thar 22 nd 
»<i Mnn 2ftfh \(iv Only 

5 ? 
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building of the £47m 
Penarth Learning 
Community - with a 
£33.3m contribution 
from the Welsh 
Government. 

As we gathered 
together with the head¬ 
teachers, governors and 
pupils from St. Cyres 
School, Ashgrove 
School, Ysgol Er’w 
Delyn and Ysgol Maes 
Dyfan, we watched the 
builders and diggers at 
work on the vast site 
from which will rise the 
most exciting school 
project the contractor, 
Leadbitter, has ever been 
involved with. 

The new schools will 
be open in two years’ 
time - on budget and on 
time -1 was assured by 
the project managers 
with public money for 
the best educational 
environment and facili¬ 
ties for our young peo¬ 
ple. 

A key element of the 
new SEN School along¬ 
side St Cyres, will be the 
integration of functions 
such as children’s servic¬ 
es and health profession¬ 
als - integrating educa¬ 
tion, health and social 
care. 

Support for young 
people featured heavily 
in the draft Budget 
debate. As a result of our 
discussions over the past 
few weeks about the pri¬ 
orities we share with 
other political parties, I 
was able to announce 
that the Welsh Labour 
Government had reached 
an agreement with Plaid 
Cymru to provide an 
additional £20m next 
year and in 2014/15, to 
expand support for 
apprenticeships. 

I said that this addi¬ 


tional investment will 
build on the funding we 
have already allocated to 
support progression at 
all levels of apprentice¬ 
ships, and specifically to 
support 16-24-year-olds 
into employment. 

We have already cre¬ 
ated 4,000 job opportu¬ 
nities in our Jobs 
Growth Wales scheme to 
provide work and train¬ 
ing for this age group - 
which has been at the 
sharp end of the impacts 
of the recession. 

I was also able to con¬ 
firm the uplift next year 
for the pupil deprivation 
grant, taking the total 
funding to £36.8m and 
£38.2m over the next 
two years. Schools 
across the Vale are 
already using this to 
good effect to help 
improve educational 
attainment of our most 
disadvantaged pupils. 

With the action the 
UK Government is tak¬ 
ing to cut welfare bene¬ 
fits, it is more important 
than ever that we contin¬ 
ue to maintain the bene¬ 
fits we have funded in 
Wales that can make a 
difference to children’s 
lives - such as healthy 
free school breakfasts, 
offered in so many of 
our Vale primary 
schools. 

Also, access to free 
swimming in the school 
holidays in our leisure 
centres helps hard 
pressed families and pro¬ 
vides important access to 
healthy lifestyles for 
children. 

We discussed the 
impact of the UK 
Government’s welfare 
reform programme in the 
budget debate, drawing 
attention to the Institute 


Big Wrap to help 
the Vale’s needy 


THE Vale Council 
has chosen *The Big 
Wrap’for its annual 
Christmas appeal 
this year. 

Individuals, business¬ 
es and council staff are 
being invited to buy an 
extra gift this festive sea¬ 
son to help disadvan¬ 
taged local children have 
a happy Christmas in 
2012 . 

Last year, 145 children 
and young people 
received a Christmas gift 
and 50 food hampers 
were given to struggling 
families, thanks to the 
Big Wrap. 

A council spokesper¬ 
son said: “The idea is 
simple - if you can spare 
a few pounds, please pop 
an extra gift in your bas¬ 
ket when you’re doing 


your Christmas shop, 
then drop off the gift at 
the Civic Offices in 
Barry. 

“The Big Wrap is col¬ 
lecting Christmas gifts 
suitable for youngsters 
aged from 0-17 years, as 
well as food hampers. 
Gifts must be new and 
unwrapped. ” 

Each year, The Vale 
Council children’s serv¬ 
ices team works in part¬ 
nership with Coastlands 
Family Church to pro¬ 
vide presents and food 
hampers to young people 
leaving care and families 
in need. 

If you ’re able to help 
The Big Wrap appeal, 
please drop off your 
unwrapped gift or ham¬ 
per at the Civic Offices in 
Barry before December 
7. 


CCTV ARRESTS 

POLICE made eight arrests and issued one 
ASBO referral in the Vale of Glamorgan last 
week, following information provided by the 
Vale Council’s CCTV monitoring team. 

The police were contacted a total of 58 times 
by CCTV operators during the week ending 
November 18. 


of Fiscal Studies Report 
which estimates that the 
impact of the tax and 
benefit changes to be 
implemented by 2014-15 
will mean that, on aver¬ 
age, households in Wales 
can expect to lose 4.1 
per cent of their income. 
This compares to a UK 
average loss of 3.8 per 
cent. 

Families with children 
are expected to be hit 
hardest - the poorest 
households with children 
estimated to lose the 
largest proportion of 
their income as a result 
of these UK Government 
tax and benefit changes. 

As we strive to ‘put 
children first’ in the 
tough decisions we make 
in our Welsh 
Government budget, we 
know that we have a 
responsibility to protect 
the most vulnerable and 
give all our children the 
best start in life. 

We are doing this by 
protecting our budgets 
for schools, keeping our 
educational maintenance 
allowances, and expand¬ 
ing our Flying Start and 
apprenticeships pro¬ 
grammes. 

That is a mark of our 
commitment to our 
young people. 


VWBN’s 10-YEAR 
CELEBRATION! 


THE Vale Women’s 
Business Network 
held an event at The 
Quarter Penny Cafe 
Cowbridge, to thank 
their patron, Jane 
Hutt AM, for her 10 
years of support. 

She was presented 
with a picture created by 
one of the talented 
VWBN members. 
Newly-launched, 
PhotoheART, which is 
owned by Lorraine 
D’Allenger from 

Llanmaes, takes people’s 
photos and then turns 
them into art works. 

The VWBN have 
compiled a fun and 
informative programme 
for 2013 and welcome 
women to all events. 



PICTURED: Lorraine D’Allenger, 
Jane Hutt and Margaret Everson. 


‘Everyone’s Future’ 
wants your ideas 


‘EVERYONE’S FUTURE’ is a 
new, inter-generational part¬ 
nership project between Vibe 
Experience and Age Concern 
Cardiff & The Vale. 

The project is funded by the Big 
Lottery until 2014, with two age 
equality workers aiming to tackle neg¬ 
ative stereotyping and challenge age 
discrimination of younger and older 
people. 

A spokeswoman explained: “We are 
in the process of setting up an 
‘Everyone’s Future’ working group, 
which would be made up of project 
staff, older people, young people, and 
professionals. 


“This group has the opportunity to 
help shape the project, assist at events, 
spread the aim of the project and may 
form the catalyst for further intergen- 
erational projects down the line. 

“The meetings will be informal and 
everyone will have the chance to give 
their opinions and ideas. 

The first meeting will be held on 
November 29 at Area 41, Holton 
Road, Barry at 4pm. 

If you are interested and would like 
more information, contact Louise 
David, Age Equality Worker (Young 
People) via email: louise@vibeexpe- 
rience.com or call 01446 700622. 
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First non-smoking playground 
now open in lolo Park, Barry 



ABOVE: The Vale Mayor, Court Eric Hacker, 
and his wife, with children celebrating lolo Park 
playground becoming a smoke-free zone. 


COLOURS 



THE Vale Council 
and the Cardiff and 
Vale Public Health 
Team have launched 
the first smoke-free 
playground in 
Cardiff and the 
Vale. 

As part of the 
Tobacco Control Action 
Plan for Wales 2012, the 
Welsh Government and 
ASH Wales are encour¬ 
aging local authorities 
to promote smoke-free 
playgrounds to protect 
children from the harm¬ 
ful effects of secondhand 
smoke. 

As a result, lolo Park 
in Barry has become the 
first playground to take 
part in the scheme, with 
the aim of rolling out 
smoke-free playgrounds 
in other areas across the 
Vale. 

Pupils from Jenner 
Park Primary School 
were invited to take part 
in a competition to 
design a smoke-free sign 
for the playground. 

The competition win¬ 
ner Melissa Hughes 
(10), from Jenner Park 
Primary School, will 


have her poster dis¬ 
played at the play¬ 
ground, alongside the 
ASH Wales signage. 

The Leader of the 
Vale Council, Coun Neil 
Moore, said: “The coun¬ 
cil is delighted to see 
lolo Park become the 
first designated smoke- 
free playground in 
Cardiff and the Vale. 

“We also look for¬ 
ward to seeing this ini¬ 
tiative rolled out to other 
playgrounds throughout 
the county and beyond. ” 

The chief executive of 
ASH Wales, Elen de 
Lacy, said: “A recent 
YouGov survey showed 
that 79 per cent of the 
Welsh public now sup¬ 
port banning smoking in 
playgrounds. 

“We believe children 
and young people have a 
right to play and to meet 
their friends in a safe 
and clean environment, 
free of smoke and tobac¬ 
co litter. 

“Young people are 
also more likely to start 
smoking themselves if 
they see adults doing it 
in a family friendly envi¬ 
ronment. ” 


QUESTIONS THAT 
ARE SLOWLY 
BEING ANSWERED 


1 WOULD like to begin by congratu¬ 
lating both Stephen Doughty, the new 
MP for Cardiff South and Penarth, 
and Alun Michael as the new Police and 
Crime Commissioner for South Wales. 

Knowing them both very well, I am confi¬ 
dent they will do a great job and look forward 
to working with them. 

I am pleased to announce a new initiative 
that I called for and that has been paid for 
using the savings from cutting the special 
responsibility allowances allocated to members 
of the council. This initiative will deal with the 
backlog of requests for disabled parking bays 
outside people’s homes where they need help 
in accessing their properties. 

Currently, the council only allocate 10 per 
year, and as there was a backlog of nearly 30 
approved applications, it would have taken 
three years before they were all cleared. 

This initiative will clear the backlog in one 
fell swoop, helping those people retain some 
independence. 

I am also delighted that the traffic lights 
have finally been installed on the Barry Docks 
Link Road. The safety along this route has 
been a major issue of mine, my Cadoc council¬ 
lor colleagues and others for years, and I am 
pleased that this delivers another of Labour’s 
election pledges. 

I would like to thank the South East Wales 
Transport Alliance (SEWTA) for selecting this 
scheme as a priority for funding, along with 
the Welsh Government, who provided the 
£600k funding to SEWTA for the project. 

The future use of the land at either side of 
Cemetery Approach in Barry has had a ques¬ 
tion mark hanging over it for some time, and a 
consultation exercise was carried out to ask 
the people what uses they would like to see 
there. 

The two most popular options were for an 
open community garden (31 per cent) and 


VIEW FROM THE VALE 
by Coun 

NEIL 
MOORE 

Leader of the 

Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Council 



allotments (25 per cent). 

As a result, we have instructed officers to 
develop plans as to how these can be delivered 
and a report will be presented to cabinet as 
soon as we can. 

Consultation of this kind is exactly what this 
new administration is committed to, and with 
the help of local people we are now doing 
something the public require. 

I would like to thank everyone who took the 
time to take part in the consultation and share 
their ideas with us. 

We have also begun another important con¬ 
sultation exercise on the future of the former 
St Cyres School site in Dinas Powys. The 30- 
acre site is no longer required by the council 
and a new use is being sought for the site. 

We would like to hear what ideas people 
have for the land. 

The consultation ends on January 11, so let 
us know your views by visiting the council’s 
website: www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk or by 
telephoning the council on 01446 700111. There 
will also be a ‘drop in ’ session to discuss ideas 
or ask questions on Saturday, December 8, from 
10am-2pm, at the Murchfield Community 
Centre, Dinas Powys. 
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Half price 


Waitrose all butter shortbread selection 450g 

£ 2.99 


Waitrose chocolate biscuit selection 500g 

£ 5^9 £ 2.99 


Waitrose 

Giving more this Christmas 
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‘I am Eurosceptic’ says 

MP: ‘Oh no you’re not!’ 
claims UKIP councillor 


LAST week, The GEM ran 
a story in which a Vale con¬ 
stituent, Mrs Jenet 
Lockwood, called on local 
MP Alun Cairns to support 
an in-out referendum on 
the European Union. 

In the article, Mr Cairns 
described himself as “Euro-scep- 
tic”, adding that as soon as the 
Euro crisis had stabilised, he 
favoured a referendum on mem¬ 
bership under a renegotiated set¬ 
tlement. 

Those comments drew the fol¬ 
lowing remarks from local Sully 
UKIP councillor, Coun Kevin 
Mahoney: 

“I was a little surprised to read 
in last week’s Barry GEM, 
November 15, of Alun Cairns’ 
strong assertions of Eurosceptism 
in response to Mrs Jenet 
Lockwood’s view that the UK 
should pull out of the European 
Union. 

“Over a period of many years, 
having never heard so much as a 
peep out of Alun in regards to his 
supposed disatisfaction with the 
EU, I took the trouble to carry out 
a very quick and easy check of his 
voting record on EU matters with 
the well respected 

Theyworkforyou.com ’ website. 

“Surprise surprise, not only did 
Alun vote against the recent pro¬ 
posal to reduce the European 
Union’s budget demands, but the 
website lists his overall record as 
Voting ‘Very strongly for more EU 
integration ’. 

“Surely in this digital and inter¬ 
net age, Alun should have realised 


that an easily available check on 
his voting record would very 
quickly expose his words on this 
subject? 

“One can only assume that 
Alun Cairns has adopted his party 
leader David Cameron’s tactic of 
playing to the gallery at home, 
whilst adopting a totally different 
policy whilst ‘out of town’ and, 
presumably in Alun's case, think¬ 
ing his actions are out of sight 
also. 

“Any keen observers of the EU 
parliament in Brussels at work 
will readily confirm that at the 
same time as the Conservative 
party leader pretends to talk tough 
about curbing EU power in the 
UK media, his party’s MEPs in 
Brussels are busy voting through 
every bit of proposed EU legisla¬ 
tion, as fast as they can get their 
hands into the air. 

“Perhaps Alun might like to 
explain how he has arrived at his 
claims of being Eurosceptic whilst 
consistently voting in favour of 
greater integration into the EU. ” 

Vale MP Alun Cairns 
responded: “Further to the article 
in last week’s GEM regarding the 
EU and the subsequent comment 
from Coun Kevin Mahoney, I 
wanted to clarify to GEM readers 
my stance regarding the EU, not 
least as a member of the 
Eurosceptic Fresh Start Group in 
Parliament. 

“I fear that Coun Mahoney is 
choosing a simplistic approach for 
his convenience, which gives an 
inaccurate position. I have said on 
the record on many occasions that 
I am in favour of a referendum. 


“Let me be clear, I want a rela¬ 
tionship with Europe that is prima¬ 
rily based on trade. I want to see 
us withdraw from the European 
Convention on Human Rights, as 
was published in the GEM back in 
February this year. 

“The UK Parliament should 
have the final say on justice and 
home affairs. We should take back 
immigration powers. 

“Health and safety legislation 
should be a matter for the UK 
Government. We should repatriate 
social and employment legislation 
and we should protect Britain 
from financial regulation that 
would impact the UK more than 
any other economy. I could go on 
and on. 

“I am also in favour of cutting 
the amount of money we pay to 
Europe but disagreed with the tac¬ 
tics of the recent motion. 

“Sadly, as a result of the techni¬ 
cal rules agreed many years ago, 
using a veto in the seven-year 
budget negotiation could lead to a 
vote by majority on an annual 
basis. 

“In view of the fact that we are 
one of the few net contributors, we 
are hardly likely to win such a 
vote. That is an example of why 
the issue is more complicated than 
is suggested. 

“Sadly, this is a coalition gov¬ 
ernment, and a Conservative 
administration would go much 
further than the Lib Dems will 
allow - but that was the outcome 
of the election. Voting for any 
party other than Conservative, 
leads to a more pro-EU 
Government - UKIP included.” 


South Wales Police report fall 
in anti-social incidents on 
Hallowe’en and Bonfire Night 


ANTI-SOCIAL 
behaviour inci¬ 
dents reported 
across the Vale and 
Bridgend on both 
Hallowe’en and 
Bonfire Night fell 
substantially this 
year. 

According to figures 
from South Wales 
Police for the 24 hours 
of Hallowe’en, there 
were 26 ASB occur¬ 
rences across Central 
BCU (12 in the Vale 
and 14 in Bridgend) 
this year, compared to 
63 in 2011 (29 in the 
Vale and 34 in 
Bridgend) 

Bonfire Night saw 
17 ASB occurrences 
across Central BCU 
(eight in the Vale and 
nine in Bridgend), 
compared to 43 last 
year (18 in the Vale 
and 25 in Bridgend). 
WEATHER 

The police have 
linked the decrease to 
the wet weather, and 
to the experience, com¬ 
mitment, and team 
work from the many 
police officers and 
partnerships working 
together. 

They revealed that 
Neighbourhood 
Policing Teams have 
been visiting schools, 
shopping centres and 
retailers to increase 


awareness among chil¬ 
dren, parents and shop 
workers about what 
they can do to ensure 
Hallowe’en is fun and 
not feared by anyone, 
as part of ‘Operation 
BANG’. 

Many extra officers 
were patrolling the 
streets on Halloween 
night, targeting known 
anti-social behaviour 
hotspots to deal quick¬ 
ly with any distur¬ 
bances. 

They said that local 
events were also 
organised to keep 
young people off the 
streets and out of trou¬ 
ble, and schools liaison 
officers also gave 


assembly talks to drive 
home the message that 
Halloween is no excuse 
to misbehave. 

A spokesperson 
said: “All the efforts 
paid off as, for the sec¬ 
ond year running, the 
number of incidents 
recorded has never 
been so low.” 

Superintendent Paul 
James, head of opera¬ 
tions for Bridgend and 
the Vale, said: 
“Operation BANG, the 
multi-agency initiative 
that runs over the 
Hallowe’en and 
Bonfire Night period, 
has allowed us to 
ensure the safety of 
our communities once 


again at this busy time 
of year. It is an apt 
title as BANG stands 
for ‘Be A Nice Guy’, 
and encourages good 
citizenship and respon¬ 
sible celebrations over 
the Halloween and 
Bonfire Night period. 

“With incidents of 
anti-social behaviour 
more than halved com¬ 
pared to last year, we 
want to thank all of 
our communities for 
their co-operation; and 
remind individuals 
that anti-social behav¬ 
iour, or any other 
criminal activity, will 
not be tolerated under 
any circumstances.” 


SOUTH WALES’ Sffl 
LEADING INDUSTRIAL DOOR 
MANUFACTURERS 

actiondoors.com 

GARAGE DOOR 
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C.S. Boxall is a family business 
established since 1990 


C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

Plumbing, Heating & 
Electrical Work 

Over 30 years experience in the industry. 

For all your 

I Oil, Gas, Boiler 
and Aga 
installation, 
service and 
breakdowns 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 

Stockists of Draper 
Tools and Plant Hire. 


ELECTRI SERVICES 


Suppliers of Fire Wood 24 hour call out service 


& Gas Bottles 


F=lT 


We repair toilets, sinks, baths, 
showers, taps, pipes, radiators, 
towel rails, cylinders, water 
tanks, all heating systems, gas 
and electric fires, boilers, 
burners, stoves, oil tanks, gas 
appliances, underfloor heating, 
renewable energy, electrical 

24hr Call Out No. 07590 350650 


JttAJflOvl 

Mill* 1 


Domestic & Commercial 
Fault finding service 
Full re-wires 
New fuse boards 
PAT testing 
Insurance work etc. 




Office 01446 772444 - Freephone 0800 849 1254 

www.csboxall.co.uk 1 • m 
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Lifelong carer Tracey 
wins her own ‘Oscar’ 



Brynna’s Tracey Morgan with her ‘ Oscar’ 
for the care work she provides over 
Bridgend, the Vale and west Wales. 


A HEALTH care 
support worker 
whose childhood 
dream was to 
spend her life look¬ 
ing after others has 
won a top accolade 
at the Wales Care 
Awards - consid¬ 
ered the ‘Care 
Oscars’ - at a glit¬ 
tering ceremony in 
Cardiff. 

From the age of just 
10, Tracey Morgan was 
a volunteer helper at 
her local elderly per¬ 
sons home. Eventually, 
she was able to go into 
caring as a full-time 
career and it is her 
supreme dedication to 
the job that has seen her 
honoured. 

Tracey (42), who 
lives in Brynna, 
Pontyclun, works in the 
Vale, Bridgend and 
west Wales, supporting 
clients - mainly chil¬ 
dren and young adults - 
with varying disabilities 
and needs. 

She took bronze in 
‘The Peter Clarke 
Award for Promoting 
Excellence in Services 
for Children and Young 
People’, sponsored by 
City & Guilds. 

After leaving school 
at 16, Tracey had a 
number of factory jobs 
before landing the role 
she really wanted, as a 


care assistant at a nurs¬ 
ing home in Porthcawl. 

In 2006, she joined 
April Complete Care 
Solutions, based in 
Bridgend, as a support 
worker covering an 
enormous patch that 
often sees her driving 
400 miles a week, sup¬ 
plying her own fuel, to 
travel to clients. 

She sometimes 
works seven days a 
week because she finds 
the job so rewarding. 

One young man with 
learning disabilities 
who she has looked 


after for the past four 
years describes her 
quite simply as his 
“rock”, because he has 
grown to depend on her 
so much. 

Tracey, who has been 
married to her husband 
David for 19 years, 
said: “I had always 
wanted to do care work 
because I just love 
looking after people. 

“I help my clients 
with all kinds of things 
from dressing to taking 
them on outings. I 
sometimes work seven 
days a week and drive 


hundreds of miles a 
week to help my 
clients. 

“Just to see a smile 
on their faces shows me 
I have helped them and 
is all the reward I need. 

“I can’t believe I 
have won bronze in for 
the Wales Care Awards. 
I think all carers do a 
good job but it is nice 
to be thought of in this 
way.” 

Nominating Tracey 
for the awards, her 
manager Wendy 
Duckworth said of her: 
“We received an over¬ 
whelming amount of 
support when mention¬ 
ing this nomination to 
her clients and co¬ 
workers. 

“They all agree that 
Tracey is deserving of 
such recognition for the 
tremendous job that she 
does.” 

At the presentation 
ceremony the winners 
were presented with 
awards by the Welsh 
Government’s Deputy 
Minister for Health and 
Social Services, 

Gwenda Thomas AM. 

The event was com¬ 
pered by BBC news¬ 
reader Lucy Owen, with 
entertainment from the 
talented mezzo-soprano, 
Sioned Terry. 


HEARING 

LOSS? 

YOU COULD BE 
ENTITLED TO 
COMPENSATION: 



DID YOU 
WORK IN... 


CALL FREE 
(0808) 1560086 


•THE STEEL 
INDUSTRY 

•POWER 
STATIONS 


HEARING TEST 


•CHEMICALS 

•MINES AND 
QUARRIES 


NEAR YOU 

AND GET ADVICE FROM 
A SOLICITOR ON A 
COMPENSATION CLAIM 


•CONSTRUCTION 

/ROADS 


NO WIN NO FEE 
100% COMPENSATION 


•ANY OTHER 
NOISY 
WORKPLACE 


PAID 

ROBERT TARREN 

SOLICITORS 


www.roberttarren.co.uk 


Regulated by the solicitors regulation authority No 457491 
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NEWS FROM THE BARRY COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL 


Pupils put on a demo evening 



Headteacher Mr McNamara took the 
opportunity to watch the presentations 
and chat to parents and carers. 



Protective goggles on for a quick science 
demonstration... 



BARRY Comprehensive School’s 
year-7 students recently welcomed 
their parents/guardians and fami¬ 
lies to the annual ‘pupil progress 
presentation evening’. 

During the evening, boys made pre¬ 
sentations to demonstrate the progress 
that they have made since joining the 
school in September. Students were 
asked to focus on English, Maths and 
a subject of their choice. 

Parental involvement in learning is 
vital in ensuring students achieve at 
their highest level. As part of this 
school/home partnership, parents 


were asked to note targets for 
improvement and support materials 
were available to make sure the whole 
family can join-in and make the most 
of the learning opportunities avail¬ 
able. 

As part of the school’s drive to 
raise standards, the evening was fully 
evaluated. Here are just some of the 
comments from parents and carers: 

“The evening was very well organ¬ 
ised and very informative. ” 

“I am very impressed with Joe’s 
progress and enthusiasm to learn. 
Thank you. ” 


Vale MP’s support for 
20mph speed limit 


ALUN CAIRNS is 
backing a new 
national campaign 
appealing to drivers 
and authorities to 
GO 20 

http://www.go20. org , 
to bring about a 2012 
legacy of safe walking 
and cycling for all. 

Brake, the road safety 
charity, alongside a GO 
20 coalition, is appeal¬ 
ing to drivers to slow 
down to 20mph around 
homes, schools and 
shops. The coalition is 
also calling for 20mph 
limits to become the 
norm across built-up 
areas, so children and 
adults can walk and 
cycle for their health 
and enjoyment without 
being or feeling endan¬ 
gered. 

Mr Cairns heard that 
from a survey of 506 
children in Wales, by 
Brake and partners 
Brain Injury Group and 
Specsavers, that three in 


four children said driv¬ 
ers need to slow down 
around their home and 
school. The children 
said they would be able 
to walk and cycle more 
if roads in their commu¬ 
nities were safer. 

The MP explained: 

“I want the Vale to be as 
healthy, happy, and 
friendly as possible for 
everyone who lives 
here, and slowing down 
to 20mph around 
schools, shops, and 
homes will help us to 
achieve that. 

“It will also help us 
to prevent devastating 
casualties on our roads, 
which cause terrible suf¬ 
fering to the families 
affected. That’s why I’m 
getting behind the GO 
20 campaign and show¬ 
ing my support for Road 
Safety Week. 

“Residents across the 
Vale deserve as many 
opportunities as possible 
to get active outside, 


and to not be endan¬ 
gered while they’re on 
foot and bicycle. I am 
pleased to work along¬ 
side Brake to make that 
a reality.” 

Julie Townsend, 
deputy chief executive 
at Brake, added: 
“Anyone who drives 
can help bring this 
about: pledge to GO 20 
around homes, schools 
and shops, even where 
the limit’s still 30: 
you’ll be helping to pro¬ 
tect people around you, 
and you’ll hardly notice 
the difference to your 
journey. 

“We’re also calling 
on more authorities to 
recognise the benefits of 
20mph limits, and the 
huge demand for safe 
walking and cycling, 
and GO 20.” 

Anyone can pledge 
their support for GO 20 
and safer walking and 
cycling at go20.org. 


St Brides goes 
‘pyjamas’ for 
Children in Need! 



CHILDREN at St 
Brides Major C/W 
Primary School 
went ‘pyjamas’ last 
Friday, in aid of 
Children in Need. 

Everyone, including 
staff, came to school in 
their pyjamas and dress¬ 
ing gowns and teddies. It 
was a fun-packed day 
and the children raised a 
wonderful £340. 

The school is holding 
an autumn open day 
today (November 22). 

On Saturday, 

November 24, the school 
choir will be performing 
at the Christmas Tree 
Festival in Holy Cross 
Church, Cowbridge at 
10.30am and would be 
delighted to have a big 
audience for this festive 
occasion. 

Life at St Brides, as 
always, is extremely 
busy but lots of fun! 

CM 



Demonstrating some ICT skills. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Garden waste 
collections 

THE Vale Council is reminding residents 
that the final day this year for its fort¬ 
nightly kerbside garden waste collections 
is November 30. 

The council’s ring and request service will take 
its place from December 3 until February 22, and 
residents should call the council’s contact centre, 
Contact One Vale, on 01446 700111 to arrange for 
garden waste to be collected. 

The kerbside collection service will resume on 
February 25, 2013. 

‘Thank you’ 
from charity 

DIXON J Dagg and Valerie Ellis would 
like to thank all those who supported their 
recent cheese and wine party in aid of the 
Joshua Foundation - both businesses who 
donated items to auction and those who 
attended and made contributions. 

About £700 was raised on the night. 

PACT meetings 

BUTTRILLS PACT will be at the Philip John 
Community Room, Barry Library, on Monday, 
November 26 at 6.30pm. 

COURT PACT will be at Ilminster Scout Hall on 
Thursday, November 29 at 6pm. 

CORNERSWELL PACT will be at Fairfield 
Primary School, Dryden Road, Penarth, on 
Thursday, November 29 at 6pm. 

GIBBONSDOWN PACT will be at Fairfield 
Primary School, Dryden Road, Penarth, on 
Thursday, November 29 at 6pm. 


Readers’ photographs 
wanted to showcase 
the Vale’s beauty 




TWO readers have 
submitted photo¬ 
graphs showing the 
beautiful sights the 
Vale has to offer, lead¬ 
ing The GEM to ask 
other readers to con¬ 
tinue the trend. 

Porthcawl photogra¬ 
pher Malcolm Nugent 
sent his photograph in 
after walking down the 
Heritage pathway. 

He said: “I took this 
on the road down from 
the Plough and Harrow 
towards the coast, 
between Southerndown 
and the lighthouse at 
Nash Point. 

“I had no idea that 
this wonderful scenery 
existed there. A mill- 


stream with a derelict 
mill, even in late 
autumn, makes a fab 
composition.” 

GEM reader Philip 
Brown also sent in a 
beautiful photo of the 
sunset over his house in 
Barry. 

He said: “I took the 
picture at dusk last 
Saturday (November 17) 
as the sun was disap¬ 


pearing with a dramatic 
effect, taken from my 
back garden in Barry.” 

The GEM would like 
to see further photo¬ 
graphs from readers out 
and about, showcasing 
the beautiful scenery 
available in the Vale. 
Email them to: gemedi- 
torial @ tindlenews. co. uk 
for consideration. 
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SAXONYS, BERBERS, TWISTS, WILTONS, SHAG PILE & MORE 
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Dolls House show 
was a great success 


I am pleased to report that, once 
again, the Mid Glamorgan 
Dolls House and Miniaturists 
Group show in Cowhridge was a 
big success. 

We had quite a good attendance, 
helped by advance publicity given by 
The GEM. 


We are now able to send a cheque 
to the Noah’s Ark Children’s Hospital 
appeal for £1,100. 

This sum has been rounded up with 
contributions from our club. 

Once again, many thanks for your 
help in publicising our show. 

ROBIN TYLER, 

(Hon Show Secretary). 


Dinas Windows wish all our 

1,674 customers this year - a Very Merry 
Christmas and a Prosperous New Year 


DOORS 


WINDOWS 


CONSERVATORIES 
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Call now for our Christmas offers on 01446 749055 
Freephone 0800 0260587 - 24 hours 
mam Unit 16,Ty-Verlon Industrial Estate ___ 
Cardiff Road, Barry 

WkM Gb 9 www.dinaswindows.co.uk ■sgasa^s 


Man brings the 
to a digital audience 


FOR one Llantwit 
Major man, tech¬ 
nology has finally 
caught up with an 
idea that he had 


many years ago. 

As a result, Chris 
Perry is producing a ver¬ 
sion of The Bible that is 
designed to be read and 
easily understood on an 
iPad. 

To go with the words, 
he has also selected 
around 80 ‘inspirational 
photographs’ - many 
taken here in the Vale. 

Chris told The GEM: 
“I have long felt that, 
when people read the 
Bible for the first time, 
they are put off by all the 
headings, and by the way 
it is broken down into 
verses. 

“I conceived the idea 
of an ‘Uncluttered Bible’ 
where the words flowed 
more easily. To do this, I 
removed the headings 
and verse numbers, and 
wrote short connecting 
pieces to link the prose.” 

He has even engaged 
Stephen Martin, a Welsh 
composer of praise and 
worship music, to pro¬ 
vide background music. 

It helps that Chris has 
spent most of his work¬ 
ing life using up-to-date 
Information Technology, 
and has, indeed, been an 
IT trainer, working for 
clients such as Motorola, 
British Airways and the 


MoD. He is now settled 
in Llantwit Major, hav¬ 
ing married Lyn, a 
Llantwit girl. 

Lor Chris, who is now 
58, the seeds of the idea 
were planted when he 
was 18, shortly after he 
embraced religion. 

He said: “I was sitting 
in my parents’ garden 
and became aware of the 
presence of God. It was 
as simple as that. 

“My parents were not 
particularly religious, but 
my life changed from 
that moment.” 

Until then, the most 
unusual feature of Chris’ 
life had been the amount 
of travelling he had done. 

His father was an 
engineer who married a 
Bridgend beauty queen, 
and Chris was born in the 
town. 

However, his father’s 
work took him to South 
Africa for quite some 
time, and then on to vari¬ 
ous parts of India. 

It was while they were 
in India that one remark¬ 
able thing happened. 
Chris’ mother was return¬ 
ing home (with Chris) 
when they missed their 
flight. 

That plane crashed 
and Mrs Perry, from that 
point on, insisted on trav¬ 
elling around the world 
by ship. 

The family returned to 
Bridgend in the late 60s, 
taking a boat from South 


ABOVE: Chris Perry, with his 
‘Uncluttered Bible’ on his iPad. 


Africa, and Chris went to 
Bridgend Boys Grammar 
School (now Brynteg 
Comprehensive). 

Religion played little 
part in his life, and golf 
took up a fair bit of his 
time, as he made an early 
impact by winning the 
Glamorgan Boys 

Championship at the age 
of 15. 

So, that religious 
experience in his garden 
at the age of 18 came 
right out of the blue but, 
when he studied the 
Bible, it set in motion an 
idea that has taken 40 
years to come to fruition. 

He said: “I was read¬ 


ing the New Testament 
book of Romans, and 
was drawn to chapter 12. 
At one point, it says 
“therefore” and this 
refers to information in 
chapter 11. 

“I felt that I had never 
heard chapter 12 
explained in its proper 
context - and it started a 
passion to ‘unclutter’ the 
Bible for easier under¬ 
standing.” 

Chris set to work on 
this long project, using 
the World English Bible, 
modernised to the 
American Standard of 
1901. 

He showed his manu¬ 


script to clergymen, and 
the response was good. 
Chris said: “One pastor 
told me that he was see¬ 
ing things from God’s 
perspective in a way he 
had never seen before. 

“I thought: ‘Oh, some¬ 
thing is happening here. 
It’s not just an idea in my 
own heart and mind.” 

In 2007, he 
approached an American 
publishing company, 
who were keen, but there 
were funding and copy¬ 
right issues. 

This changed with the 
arrival of Apple’s iPad, 
and Chris’ Uncluttered 
Bible is now available, 
with the Book of John 
free so that readers can 
decide if they like it. 

Chris said: “Anyone 
interested should go into 
iTunes and select iTunes 
Store, and then type in 
Uncluttered Bible. 

“It will come up, 
either as the free down¬ 
load of the Gospel of 
John or Uncluttered 
Bible, which gives an 
option to download a free 
sample or the 
Uncluttered Bible onto 
their iPad.” 

Lor further informa¬ 
tion, e-mail: 

chris @ chrisperrycon- 
sultancy.com 

PHILIP IRWIN 
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by LEIGH GRUFFYDD 
SANDERS 


Elaine Jones Interiors 

- Bring Style Home 



Christmas Preview 

Friday 30th November (10am - 7pm) 
Saturday 1st December (10am - 5pm) 

• Inspirational Christmas Gifts & Decorations 

• Exclusive Home Accessories 

• Gift Vouchers 

• Bespoke Curtains, Blinds & Headboards 

• Lighting, Mirrors, Carpeting, Curtain Poles 

• Ask relatives & friends to pop in and make 
up their Christmas wish list (makes life so 
much easier) 

No 4 Wine Street, 
Llantwit Major, CF61 1RZ 

(In the historic heart of Llantwit Major, 
a short distance from the Town Hall.) 

Telephone: 07957- 312 485 



P ^jflotoer g>f)op 

The Florist for all occasions! 

Bouquets , Arrangements , 
Hand-Tied , Holly Wreaths and 
Christmas Decorations 
01446 792264 
2 Barons Close House, 

East Street, Llantwit Major 
Check out our gift range too... 

Orders now being taken for Christmas 
Delivery service available 

Merry Christmas to all our customers! 



\weloin 

_ HoUumnnQ 

Of 

“A warm and homely 
environment for young adults 
with learning disabilities and/or 
a mental health diagnosis” 

NEW SENSORY ROOM 

Following the continued success of our 
residential and day services we have 
launched our “state of the art” self-contained 
sensory and music therapy room. 

• Individual session programmes with 
people of all ages. 

• Group sessions for Schools, 

Community Houses & Day Centres. 

• Sensory Room also available for rental. 

For details/bookings please contact 
iy on 07595 5 or 

Jo on 07590 893964 


LLANTWIT ON THE UP’ 
AND EXPECTING A BUMPER 
CHRISTMAS THIS YEAR 


TRADERS in 
Llantwit Major are 
gearing up for a 
busy Christmas, 
including the cus¬ 
tomary light 
switch-on ceremo¬ 
ny, as they believe 
the town is “on the 
up” - according to 
one who has invest¬ 
ed in a new larger 
premisis. 

Llantwit is home to a 
host of stores offering a 
full range of special sur¬ 
prises for the loved ones 
in your life. Whether it’s 
a unique gift for mum, a 
must-have accessory for 
the daughter, or even a 
home makeover for 
yourself, there is plenty 
of choice available. 

The Sewing Box has 
recently moved to new 
premisis on The Precinct 
and according to owner 
Stephen, it is: “To all 
intents and purposes a 
new shop - bigger, 
brighter and better”. 

Providing quality cur¬ 
tains and wool, their reg¬ 
ular curtain suppliers 
such as Belford and 
Prestigious are now 
complemented by the 
likes of Sanderson and 
William Morris. Rowan 
Yarn also joins their full 
range of wool. 

Stephen continued: 
“Llantwit is on the up, 
and that’s why we 
invested in a new unit. 
We want to show our 
commitment to the peo¬ 
ple of Llantwit as we are 
very grateful. 

“We sell the same 
curtains and wool as the 
supermarkets, but cheap¬ 
er. We check prices 
locally and online, and 
this is to reward cus¬ 
tomer loyalty - our all¬ 
year-round special 
offer.” 

They also offer pro¬ 
fessional curtains and 
clothing alterations, and 
full home measuring and 
fittings - including 20 
samples to peruse. 

Another retailer with 
big news, Pastures 
Green, have just cele¬ 
brated 25 years in busi¬ 
ness - “A great achieve¬ 
ment in the current cli¬ 
mate”, according to 
owner Kathy. 

They offer a full 
range of flowers and 
greenery, and a big range 
of Christmas features for 
the home, such as 
Yankee Candles and 
“very upmarket” 
Ashleigh and Burwood 
of London fragrance 
lamps. 

Part of the Interflora 
setup, they can deliver 
anywhere in the world, 
and there is plenty to 
calm husbands hunting 



Kayleigh Granelli, Gordon Taylor and Hollie Billington 
don their pyjamas to New Hope for Children in Need. 

for their wives and busi- you choose the coloured written on for years so 
cotton balls you want 
and add to the cable to 
create the mood you 
require. 

Culinary and kitchen¬ 
ware has a rustic feel, 
while the lighting and 
cushions available can 
spruce up any home. 

The fantastic range of 
men’s gifts includes 
books, clocks, cocktail 
shakers, flasks, beer 
holders and cufflinks. As 
owner Nicola says: 

“We’re not just a girly 
shop! 

“Regulars come in 
knowing I am an interior 
journalist and they can 
ask advice and pick my 
brains. All the brands we 



ness owners wishing to 
thank their staff. 

Kathy added: “We 
would really like to 
thank the local commu¬ 
nity for all their support 
over the past 25 years.” 

If unique is what you 
are looking for, then 
House Envy could be 
the place for you. 
Whether you are “keep¬ 
ing ahead of the trends” 
or looking for that rustic 
feel, this modem-look¬ 
ing venue in B overton 
(opposite the Boverton 
Castle pub) could be 
right up your street. 

There’s Scandinavian 
‘Nordic-style’ Christmas 
decorations, or ‘Cable 


we have really good 
relationships with them.” 

House Envy are also 
trying to get their new 
website live as soon as 
possible, so keep an eye 
out! 

Alternatively, why not 
spmce up your home, or 
that of a close acquain¬ 
tance? Elaine Jones 
Interiors are new in 
town and here to help 
out. 

CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 18 


Janet and John Moisan have had a huge 
hand in planning the big lights switch-on 
again this year. 


and Cotton’ lights, where sell I’ve known and 


ANDY CARS 

of Llantwit Major 
and COWBRIDGE | 
Private Hire Taxis 



Any Distance • Airports 
Contracts *4-8 Seats 

01446 796777 

Email: 

andrew.brownOl @ 
btconnect.com 1 


Ensure you 
enjoy the 
festive 
celebrations 
to the limit 
and not over 
the limit! 



NADOLIG LLAWEN from 

Chocolate Box 

3 East Street, 

LLANTWIT MAJOR 

Continental & British Chocolates, 
Greeting Cards, Jewellery, Gifts & Novelties 

Exclusive, hand-made, Belgian chocolates plus 
diabetic chocolates, biscuits and preserves too! 

• Large range of Welsh gifts • Welsh language cards 

PROBABLY THE BEST SELECTION OF 
CARDS AND CHOCOLATE IN TOWN! 

Tel: 01446 792196 

^ Compulsory Browsing since 1997... J 


Clare Hingott 

& The Graham Watkins Trio 
present 

LADIES OF SWING 

Saturday 1st December @ 7.30 pm 
St Donats Arts Centre 
www.stdonats.com/0l446 799 100 
TICKETS: &10-&14 


Returning to St Donats 
with a sparkling 
programme of Great 
American Songbook 
Standards sung by such 
greats as Ella Fitzgerald, 
Billie Holiday, Peggy Lee 
and Stacey Kent - a 
celebration of the 
power and the glory 
of the female voice, 
creating something 
unforgettable. 



Local Pick-Up Points... 


Coach Tours li 

I7J 

Vlllh 

Discounted Designer Outlets - Weekh 

icon. 

Bicester Outlet from 24th November 

*» zo l 


Bicester village is home to over 130 designer outlet boutiques set around 
delightful open-air pedestrianised streets, offering up to 60 per cent off previous 
seasons’ collections from the world leading fashion and lifestyle brand names. 
Set in Oxfordshire, close to the idyllic Cotswolds. Many of the country’s most 
prestigious hotels and restaurants are close by, including the two Michelin 
starred Le Manoir aux Quat’Saisons as well as some of the country’s finest cul¬ 
tural landmarks such as the university city of Oxford and the World Heritage site 
Blenheim Palace - birthplace of Sir Winston Churchill. 



mmm 

Bath 



Bath Christmas Market 130 quaint wooden stalls line the squares and 
streets surroundings the impressive Bath Abbey, selling everything you 
could possibly need for your festive celebrations. With designer bou- 
tiques all around, you can’t fail to find everything you are looking for. 

Birmingham Celebrating its 10th anniversary, Birmingham’s 
Frankfurt Christmas Market has become a huge favourite with both 
residents and visitors to the city from all over the UK and Europe. 

Combined with the city’s own Christmas Craft Fair of local traders, it 
offers a total of over 180 stalls to browse and enjoy. 



Monthly Shopper 

OA.A.1 

Calais & Belgium 



Why not stock up for Christmas and make fantastic savings with Duty Free 
Wines, Spirits, Beers and all Tobacco products. Plus fabulous savings on per¬ 
fumes, make-up, cosmetics and lots more for this special low price. Book your 
seat early. (Make sure you have a current passport). 




Discounted Designer Outlets... City Tours... 
4 pajn '• Continental Shopping Trips... 

' * 4 DON’T DELAY, CALL TODAY 

Lttl Coaches, Minibus, Limo Hire... 

• Tel 01446 773541 / 02920 531033 
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Utmtwit Major Limelight 
This Christmas 


[, f V Stray 




HOUSE 3NVY 

I Boverton Brook Shops, 
Llantwit Major CF6I ITY 

01446 795594 

hello@house-envy.co.uk 

www.house-envy.co.uk 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 
Underfloor heating 


CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 17 

Located on Wine 
Street, just past The Old 
Swan and The White 
Hart, there are lots of 
gift ideas - vouchers, 
lighting, hand-made 
curtains and blinds, 
lamps - anything for 
the home from small 
decorations to a re¬ 
design: accessories “to 
bring the style home”, 
as Elaine puts it. 

“We’re in the heart of 
old Llantwit. It’s a bit 
of a fancy shop - looks 
old fashioned from the 
outside but with a mod¬ 
ern feel.” 

A showroom more 
than a shop, it is open 
on Thursdays, Fridays 
and Saturdays, while 
the rest of the week 
Elaine can be found in 
clients’ houses via 
appointments - check¬ 
ing what they want and 
discussing how to do it. 

She has a ‘fabric 
library’ available to find 
material/mirrors/light¬ 
ing customers want, and 
takes them in to the 


home to check they are 
suitable. 

Elaine will be host¬ 
ing a ‘Christmas gift 
open weekend’ on 
Friday and Saturday, 
November 30- 
December 1, with late 
opening on Thursday, 
November 29, so pop in 
and see what she can do 
for your home - drinks 
and nibbles available. 

For the IT lovers in 
your life, PC of Mind 
stock a range of tablets 
ready for Christmas - 
the “in thing” this year 
according to owner 
Richard Steele. 

The Windows 8 oper¬ 
ating system is also 
expected to be a hit this 
year, with the shop 
offering Windows 7 or 
8 on all new towers - as 
it is “very fast”, and it’s 
a good idea to “upgrade 
from Vista because it’s 
very cheap at the 
moment”. 

They also make tow¬ 
ers for gaming lovers, 
can source parts for 
custom-made PCs, and 
there is also a full range 



Nicky Foster with Health Conscious’range 
of chocolate Christmas treats. 



01446 796582 
07854 168459 


Hair Styling • Patterns 
Hot Towel Shaves 

Open Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm; Sat 8.30am-3.30 
Commercial Street, Llantwit Major 

Ben and Luke wish all of their customers/ 
friends a very merry Christmas! 


of repairs offered on 
PCs and laptops. 

Health Conscious 
offer a range of choco¬ 
lates - Fairtrade, Vegan, 
soya-free, gluten-free 
and dairy-free - for the 
sweet-toothed members 
of the family, while 
their Christmas bathing 
essential gift sets are 
Parabens-free and 
Sodium Laurel 
Sulphate-free. 

As owner Nicky 
says, they’re: “Natural 
things without any nas¬ 
ties”. 

Nicky can also offer 
advice on how to stay 
healthy over the festive 
period, so pop in to find 
out how. 

Fashion fiends need 
look no further than Rio 
- who offer their usual 
vast range of garments, 
complemented by a 
tremendous amount of 
gifts and accessories - 
sterling silver, jew¬ 
ellery, handbags, purses 
and scarves. 

Knitwear can provide 
the perfect gift for 
grandparents, with 
“pretty-coloured 
jumpers and cardigans” 
being popular as “we 
don’t do black”, accord¬ 
ing to owner Tina 
Morgan. 



Providing 
advice 
and quality 
products for 
your health... 


mcms 


• Organic Foods • Vitamins & Supplements 

• Natural Baby Care • Sports Supplements 

• Natural Skincare • Natural Products 

• Organic Home Care • Healthy Snacks 

Natural skincare gifts 
and dairy-free treats! 

Call in for free, professional advice... 1 

4, The Precinct, Llantwit Major 
01446 795 121 


www.healthconscious.org.uk 




‘This Christmas at 


Restaurant 


Itttud’s 216 and “Bar 
(%niA£nta& Vanity THem 


STARTERS 


Carpaccio 
Welsh Dragon Pate 
llltud’s 216 Christmas Soup (V) 
Smoked Scottish Salmon 
Potted North Atlantic Prawns 
and Crab Meat 
Pant y Gawn Goat Cheese 
and Tomato Tart (V) 

MAINS 

Traditional Christmas Turkey 
Pan Fried Salmon Steak 
‘Hollandaise’ 


Porchetta 


Roasted Sirloin of Welsh Beef 
Roasted Leg of Black 
Mountain Lamb 
Honey Glazed Roasted Root 
Vegetables Pie (V) 

PUDDINGS 
Finest Old Fashioned 
Christmas Pudding 
Chocolate Mousse 
Original Austrian Apple Strudel 
llltud’s 216 Berry Trifle 
Rich Bread & Butter Pudding 
Grand Marnier Brulee 

3 Course Lunch Mon to Thurs £15.50 / Fri to Sat £16.50 
3 Course Dinner Mon to Thurs £23.50 / Fri to Sat £26.50 


X 


Christmas Party bookings of 4 or more enjoy a 
complimentary bottle of house wine with this 
advert cutting until Christmas Eve 


r 


There are also furs 
and leather coats, which 
are: “beautiful as bigger 
gifts”. 

If you fancy nourish¬ 
ment after all that shop¬ 
ping, head down to 
Illtud’s 216 on Church 
Street. They offer two- 
course or three-course 
options on food for 
Christmas parties; cus¬ 
tomers can also pop in 
off the street to take 
advantage of their fes¬ 
tive delights. 

On Christmas Day 
they will be offering a 
five-course Gala lunch, 
while New Year’s Eve 
sees a disco and buffet 
made available, with 
Georg and Einar wel¬ 
coming all with a DJ, 
prizes and quiz taking 
place. 

This year, the big 
light switch-on takes 
place on December 8, in 
the old town around the 
Cenotaph between 3pm 
and 6pm, when the 
lights are switched on. 

Organised by the 
Llantwit Major 
Illuminations 
Committee, sponsored 
by the Vale Council and 
the town council, plus a 
grant from Community 
Chest, and a partnership 
between the town coun¬ 
cil and the Chamber of 
Trade, there will be 
entertainment from 
4pm-6pm, and stalls in 
the town hall selling 
festive home-made gifts 
and promoting charities 
and small societies. 

CONTINUED 

ON PAGE 19 


Richard and Craig of PC of Mind. 


SLOANgee 

Unique Gifts for Her... 
on your doorstep! 



Monday - Saturday 10am - 5pm 
Sunday 10.30 am - 3.30pm 

Gift Vouchers available 
We sell nothing over £40! 

8 Pound Field, Llantwit Major 
Vale of Glamorgan, Wales CF61 1 DL 

Tel: 01446 794642 
www.sloancompany.co.uk 
Follow us on Facebook/ . 
SloanandCompany 



CHURCH STREET, LLANTWIT MAJOR, CF611SB 
Tel. 01446 793800 www.illtuds216.co.uk 





\|gW H nr 


An extensive library of books, DVDs, CDs - plus a 
wide range of ladies’/men’s fashions and shoe display. 

“Blessed Christmas and 
Happy New year to all 
our customers from 
Gordon, Heather ; 

Hollie, Megan and 
all our volunteers. 

New and As New Stock - Quality Assured! 

Plenty to see, plenty to buy all at bargain prices 
East Street (Main Street) LLANTWIT MAJOR 

For collections, please telephone: 01446 796633 (Day) 
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Utmtwit Major Limelight 
This Christmas 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 



Pastures Green proprietors Kathy Coates 
and daughter Joanne David are celebrating 
their 25th anniversary this week! 


Specialist Furniture Painter 
Transformation & Restoration 
Kitchen Cabinets Hand painted 


07887 - 651598 

i 


Call Sara Llewellyn for your Free Estimate 


CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 18 

There is a minimal 
charge for stalls, and 
anyone is welcome to 
have one. 

The lantern parade 
will take place at 
5.30pm, walking from 
the rugby club to the 
town, sponsored by the 
illuminations committee. 
It will be in aid of cystic 
fibrosis, and supervised 
by police. 

Lantern workshops 
take place on December 
2, and you can email 
Lucy Thomas at: 
no wmrsthomas @ btinter- 
net.com for more infor¬ 
mation. 

The town’s Christmas 
tree will be sited in the 
town square near the 
Old White Hart public 
house; donated by the 
Chamber of Trade and 
Commerce. 

Stagedoor 1 have 
been confirmed to per¬ 
form, while other choirs 
will also hopefully be 
performing. Santa will 
be in his grotto in The 
Old White Hart, made 
possible by Graham 
Morgan, with soup 
available. 

A grant from HSBC 
has also enabled the pur¬ 
chasing of new lights - 


arranged by Vale MP 
Alun Cairns. 

Young racing 
‘celebrity’ Nancy 
Thomas, a regular in the 
pages of The GEM, with 
her father pushing her 
buggy around various 
courses, will be switch¬ 
ing the lights on this 
year. 

Contact Janet Moisan 
on 07845 161643 for 
more information and to 
book a stall. 

The Swan Inn will 
also be prominent in the 
switch-on, hosting stalls 
in their beer garden, and 
providing a hog roast 
and mulled wine. 

They are helping to 
provide a stage for live 
music with The White 
Hart, and are arranging 
live music in the 
evening after the lights 
come on. 

They are currently 
taking Christmas book¬ 
ings for groups, couples 
and families, and are 
open between 12 noon 
and 2pm on Christmas 
Day to serve drinks 
only. Then comes their 
famed Irish brunch on 
Boxing Day for those 
who don’t want to step 
into the kitchen again. 
CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 20 



The Sewing Box welcomes some new top 
brands to their new store on The Precinct. 


PASTURES GREEN 

n 


Celebrate 25 years... 

More than just a florist 
Come and see our new U > rfxl { 
range of Christmas Gifts! ^ 1 - *— 



4 Poundfield, Llantwit Major, CF61 1DL 

Tel. 01446 793052 www.pasturesgreenflorist.co.uk 


Books make ideal Christmas presents for both family 
and friends. We have a wide range in stock - including 
children’s books, novels, local history, hobbies, cookery, 
biography, sport - many at bargain prices, and offer a 
next-day book-ordering service for items not in stock. 
Special promotion of new and best-selling 
titles at 20% off, including all hardback 
books in our Christmas catalogue 
www.nicklebysbookstore.co.uk 
01446 795166 

6 Poundfield Precinct, LLANTWIT MAJOR 




iMenu 

PREPARED 

BUTCHERY CUT 


SIDE DISH 


DESSERT 

AND A BOHLb 
OF WINE 

ALL FOR £10 


Persons mcerl be cr*cr tv- oqc cl 18 to purchase AtooNX tn fm p'o*vt>:n Tr*s offer * on terns nufftrc) Mea Dnat erty You ore cottked to a eetoctod ou of «vot wp.£S 99 any tmr po:k 
GU desnert rr C3 Wf nny V\vr p*r paefeed vnj rrp C1 98* e botfe d Echo Red. Wife nr Rose O 99 ell for CIO 00 (total nrr*»-«j of (8.26i uvaletjte ■tiljt stocks lam 
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This Christmas 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 



The new wool range in The Sewing Box. 


ABOVE: 

Sarah Thomas of The Flower Shop, which 
also has an array of gifts this season. 


Elaine Jones Interiors, at 4 Wine Street 
in old Llantwit, hosts a fabric library ’ 
where customers can search for 
exactly what they require. 


CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 19 

Bookings are being 
taken already, with cus¬ 
tomers advised to book 
early due to popular 
demand. 

Manager Sean 
Murphy would like to 
thank his customers for 
their continued support 
- and wish everyone a 
“Merry Christmas”! 

For something a lit¬ 
tle different, there is 
also the New Hope 
charity shop, who have 
organised a Christmas 
draw - ‘Guess My 
Name’. 

The lucky winner 
will receive a £50 cash 
prize and, of course, 
the soft toy dog! 

Owner Gordon said: 
“We are hoping to 
repeat this in the new 
year on a monthly 
basis, starting off with 
a £100 cash prize. If 
successful, we hope to 
increase that.” 

On Friday November 
16, for Children in 


Need, some staff had a 
pyjama day and donat¬ 
ed the takings to the 
charity. This came to 
£196.40; however, that 
wasn’t enough for New 
Hope, who matched it 
and rounded it up to 
£400. 


Ci 

make move 


If you're looking to buy or 
sell your home in the 
Vale of Glamorgan choose 
Make Your Move Estate Agents! 

Extensive database of purchasers matched 
directly to your property. 
Preferential rates & solicitors designed to 
move you quickly. 

Knowledgeable & friendly staff to help you 
every step of the way. 

Call us on 01446 794433 
or visit mymea.co.uk now, 
you'll be glad you did! 


call in to the office at 

Bank House, East Street, 
Llantwit Major CF61 1XY 

or call 

01446 790474 

Local family business established in 1963 


Comparing 
us could save 
you money! 

We specialise in: 

• Car insurance 

• Motorcycle insurance 

• Boat insurance 

• Caravan insurance 

• Property/Landlords Insurance 

• Commercial Vehicle insurance 

• Public Liability 
insurance 

• Household insurance 

• Business insurance 

• Motortrade Insurance 

• Travel insurance 


■l 


igs 


Idhood 


New Systems from £450 
Laptops from £360 
Tablets from £125 

New computer prices include data transfer 
Delivery & Set-up in your own home 
Repairs, upgrades, 
whatever you need for your PC 
Used PCs ana laptops also available 

01446 796171 
01656 860773 www.pcofmind.biz 




‘Drop-in’ Creche 

f\ Catch Up 
& Ptoy 

Western Vale Integrated Children’s Centre, Station Road, Llantwit Major 

CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

8 December 10am-2pm 

Llantonian Hall, behind the library, Uantwit 
Major. Children’s activities, stalls, food & drink. 

enquiries@catchupandplay.co.uk 
or call Sarah on 0789 444 5898 

D www.catchupandplay.co.uk 

www.facebook.com/candpcreche 



Please feel free to contact us for a no obligation quote. 

Howell Insurance Services Ltd 
Island House, Colhugh Street, Llantwit Major 
Vale of Glam, CF61 IRE 
Tel: 01446 792505 Fax: 01446 795452 
Email: info @ howellinsuranceservices.co.uk 
www.howellinsuranceservices.co.uk 

Howell Insurance Services Ltd are authorised and regulated by the FSA 


NEWLY REFURBISHED 

Coast Cafe 


BREAKFASTS 
from £3.95. 

Delicous home 
cooked LUNCHES 
from £4.50. 

DAILY SPECIALS 
plus self serve 
salad bar. 


Turkey 

BAGUETTES 
our seasonal 
favourite! 

Opening Hours: Mon - Sat 8.30am - 4.30pm 
Sundays 10-2pm - Breakfast/Brunches 

Evening Buffets ... 

Ideal for family celebrations 
and Christmas parties! 

Please call to book 


01446 793636 

Unit 10, Poundfields, LLANTWIT MAJOR 

Merry Christmas & a happy new year 
to all our valued customers! 




Jamima Bridal 

Evening Gowns 

07845 161643 

J anet @ j amimabridal.co.uk 

To get the party started... 

JB Menswear 

Formal, black tie attire 

07562 983328 

john@jamimabridal.co.uk 
www.facebook.com/jamimabridal 


irted ... 

1 


BARONS CLOSE 

OFF LICENCE & 
CONVENIENCE STORE 

OFFERS: 

12 can pack of Carlsberg or Carling £8 
3 Bottles of Three Mills Wine 
only £10 


01446 679017 

Boverton Road, Llantwit Major 

CF61 1XZ 


NEWS IN AND OUT OF CLASS AT 
EAGLESWELL PRIMARY SCHOOL 


From tiny 
acorns... 


THE arrival of 60 
trees from the 
Woodlands Trust 
during the first 
week of this half 
term proved to be 
the perfect spring¬ 
board to re-launch 
our school bid for 
the Eco Schools 
Green Flag award. 

The school registered 
with the Woodlands 
Trust earlier in the year, 
and cherry, rowan and 
birch trees were deliv¬ 
ered to develop a copse. 

Pupils from the nurs¬ 
ery right up to year-6 
planted the saplings to 
coincide with World Day 
of Action. 

Also, the school’s 
nurture group, Eco 
Eagles, and our after 
school club planted 
saplings. The pupils will 
care for the trees for the 
next two years, finding 
out a wide variety of 
information, including 
growing conditions, leaf 
structure and habitats. 

After the two years is 
up, we hope to trans¬ 
plant these trees into the 
local community to 
enhance our landscape. 
Many of our former 
pupils will have fond 
memories of planting 
trees in the Lorna 
Hughes Memorial Park 

As well as those three 
varieties, an oak sapling, 
grown from an acorn 
harvested from the 
Royal Grounds, was 
planted by the head¬ 
teacher, Mr Watkins. 

Eagleswell Primary 
School is hoping to be 
taking delivery of a fur¬ 
ther 60 trees in March, 
in order to develop a 
hedgerow to attract 
wildlife into the school 
grounds. 

Many thanks to the 
Woodlands Trust for 
supplying the trees, and 
to Nicola Richards and 
Cath Miles for all their 
help with the planting. 

Part of the Eco 
Schools Green Flag sta¬ 
tus application process 
involved the selection of 
a new eco committee. 

Pupils from year-2 to 
year-6 had to show how 
committed they were to 
further promoting the 
Eco Schools’ message. 
Year 3-6 pupils had to 
complete application 
forms, outlining the 
qualities they felt were 
important to being part 
of the committee, and 
what they would like to 
achieve in their role as 
members. 

‘Switch Off 
Fortnight’ 

WE are currently 
undertaking a num¬ 
ber of projects, 
including ‘Switch 
Off Fortnight’ and 
‘Goodbye to 
Standby’. 

Switch Off Fortnight 
is a national initiative 
highlighting the fact that 
if we all used less elec¬ 
tricity, less greenhouse 
gases would be produced 
in order to supply that 
electricity. It began on 
Monday (November 19), 
and runs until Sunday, 
December 2. 



A pupil enjoys her 
tree planting. 


Assemblies at founda¬ 
tion phase and at Key 
Stage two highlighted 
the ways in which we 
can see the effects of cli¬ 
mate change and global 
warming. 

Examples of renew¬ 
able energy were dis¬ 
cussed, including 
whether we could have 
solar power for our 
school. 

All pupils are taking 
part in a project to try to 
reduce the amount of 
electricity that is wasted, 
both in school and at 
home. And, of course, 
it’s cheaper too! 

Children 
in Need 
On Friday, 
November 16, 
Eagleswell pupils 
arrived in an array 
of outfits, including 
pyjamas, football 
kits and favourite 
superheroes in aid 
of BBC Children in 
Need. 

Pupils brought in bags 
of pennies and tuppen¬ 
nies to place along corri¬ 
dors and walkways to 
create ‘a mile of pen¬ 
nies’. 

More than £200 was 
raised. Many thanks to 
the pupils and parents 
from Pudsey! 

Road safety 
week 

Last week, Mr John 
Rogers from the 
Vale Road Safety 
department came in 
to present uniforms 
and badges to this 
year’s junior road 
safety officers 
(JRSOs). 

Pupils from year-5 
and 6 were given the 
opportunity to apply. 
Five pupils were chosen; 
two from year-6 - 
Georgia Bingham and 
Jessica Fitzpatrick, and 
three from year-5 - Sean 
Renee, Libby Clarke and 
Tahnee Farman. 

Mr Rogers and Mrs 
Richardson, our JRSO 
co-ordinator, presented 
the JRSOs with their 
name badges, high visi¬ 
bility vests and a new 
addition for this year - 
woolly hats. 

To coincide with road 
safety week, the JRSOs 
spoke in assembly, rais¬ 
ing the awareness of 
staying safe on the 
roads, especially as it 
gets dark earlier. 

Many thanks to both 
Mr Rogers and Mrs 
Richardson. 
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Out and About with The G1 



How to visit 
Santa on 
Reindeer Day 


THIS Sunday’s 
Reindeer Parade in 
Cowbridge has 
made a small 
change to the way 
Santa’s Grotto will 
operate. 

Because the attrac¬ 
tion has been so popu¬ 
lar in recent years, 
organisers have decid¬ 
ed that to avoid long 
queues, access to 
Santa’s Grotto will be 
by ticket only. 

A spokesman for 
Cowbridge and 
Llantwit Major Lions, 
who organise the grot¬ 
to, explained: “The 
free tickets can be col¬ 
lected at the west 
entrance to the town 
hall on a ‘first come 
first served’ basis 


from 11am on the day. 

“Each ticket will 
grant access to one 
family but don’t delay, 
as the number of tick¬ 
ets is strictly limited, 
since Santa can only 
stay for a short time. 

“Santa will be in his 
Grotto between 
1.30pm and 4pm and 
tickets will be allocat¬ 
ed for slots between 
these times. 

“There will be no 
charge for the tickets, 
but if you enjoy the 
experience, a generous 
donation in support of 
the work of Lions 
would be much appre¬ 
ciated, using Gift Aid 
if possible.” 


MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 




i, young 
and older cats - 
All needing a new family! 

All cats have been 
neutered & microchipped 


All our work is funded by Charily Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome. 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 769855 

www.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Thanking everyone for their continued support 


WJELMPO (DM 

SONGWRITER, acoustic and 
electric guitarist, harmonica 
player and singer, Eddie Martin, 
who has been described as the 
“most remarkable blues man of 
his generation”, appears at The 
King William TV in Barry at 8pm 
on Saturday (November 24). 

School fayre 

ROMILLY Primary School on 
Romilly Road, Barry, is holding 
its Christmas fayre on 
Saturday, November 24 (1pm- 
4pm), when Santa will be visit¬ 
ing, and there will be funfair 
games, raffles, bouncy castle, 
craft stalls and refreshments. 

All proceeds go towards items 
for the school, everyone is wel¬ 
come. 

Mount Pleasant 
table top sale 

A TABLE top sale will take 
place at Mount Pleasant 
Baptist Church, Cadoxton, 
Barry, on Saturday, November 
24 from 2pm-4pm. 

Admission is free with free 
refreshments. Money raised will 
be given to friends and neigh¬ 
bours in the area who are strug¬ 
gling at this difficult time. 

Come and bag a bargain (per¬ 
haps a Christmas present!). 

Valeways walks 

ON Sunday, November 25 at 
2pm, ‘War bunkers and coastal 
path’, starting at Cosmeston 
Country Park outside the visitor 
centre. 

Choir coffee 

BARRY Ladies Choir will ben¬ 
efit from the Mayor of the 
Vale’s charity coffee morning in 
the Corporate Suite, Civic 
Offices, Holton Road, Barry, on 
Tuesday, November 27 from 
10.30am to 12 noon. 


Age Concern 
jumble sale 

AGE CONCERN Cardiff and 
the Vale will be holding a 
fundraising jumble sale on 
Wednesday, November 28, 
2pm-5.30pm at the Mackintosh 
Church (The Mack), 61-63 
Mackintosh Place, Cardiff 
(Albany Road junction). 

All are welcome; come along, 
pick up a bargain and support our 
local charity. 

There will be a huge selection 
of goods on offer, including qual¬ 
ity second hand clothes, bric-a- 
brac, toys, plus an area dedicated 
to vintage items. 

For more information, contact 
02920 683604 or 07584 346015. 

Pothole fillers! 

THE Vale Council’s BIG Fill 
campaign will be in Castleland 
ward, Barry, on November 24 - 
25, and residents can report 
potholes until November 23. 

Phone the council on 01446 
700111 or email: thebigfill@vale- 
ofglamorgan.gov. uk 

Christmas fayre 
ST BRIDGET’S Church, St 
Brides Major, is holding its 
Christmas fayre at Church 
Hall, Southerndown Road, St 
Brides Major, this Saturday, 
November 24, from 10am to 12 
noon. 

Among the many attractions 
will be a cake stall, tombola, bot¬ 
tle stall, Christmas cards and 
gifts, arts and crafts stalls, games 
and a prize draw for a Christmas 
hamper. 

Praying together 

AS Crossway Methodist 
Church nears the end of its 
50th anniversary year, it is 
holding an afternoon of prayer 
this Saturday, November 24, 
from 1.30pm to 4.30pm, for 


church members to offer 
prayers of thanksgiving to God, 
and for others to explore 
prayer. 

Visitors can light a candle in 
memory of loved ones. 

For more information, contact 
Rev Peter Taylor on 01446 
406262 or: revpete@live.co.uk. 

This Sunday, November 25, at 
6pm, the annual visit of Barry 
Male Voice Choir takes place at 
St David’s Methodist Church, 
Winston Road. 

SchooPs fayre 

BARRY High Street Primary 
School is holding its Christmas 
fayre on Friday, November 30. 

There will be a variety of 
stalls, bric-a-brac, crafts, bouncy 
castle, face painting, nail paint¬ 
ing, cake stall, as well as Santa’s 
Grotto. 

There will also be refresh¬ 
ments on sale. The event will 
take place after school, from 3pm 
onwards. 

Charity coffee 

COWBRIDGE ‘Stitch and 
Bitch’group is holding a coffee 
morning and Christmas craft 
sale on Saturday, December 8, at 
the Lesser Hall, Cowbridge 
Town Hall, from 11am to 2pm. 

All proceeds will be donated 
to Y Bwthyn Hospice, Bridgend. 

Woodturners’ 
skills on show 

THE Vale Woodturners’ 
Christmas fair will be held at 
Bonvilston Reading Rooms, 
Bonvilston, on Saturday, 
December 8,10am-4pm. 

On sale will be crafted wooden 
gifts, and there will be woodtum- 
ing demonstrations. Free entry 
and parking. 
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Local 

Quality 


Value 


Last chance to place your 
Christmas orders. 

Arthur John's Car Park, Cowbridge 
Saturday 1st. 15th December 
Collection Sunday 23rd December 

Westboume School. Penarth 
Saturday 24th November 
Collection Saturday 22nd December 

www. valef armersmarket .co.uk 


It would be nice to see you. Come and meet 
the producers, bring this with you and enter 
our free Christmas hamper draw. 
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Christmas Parties at the... 

Plouigk &Hairow 

MONKNASH, Vale of Glamorgan CF717QQ 


CHRISTMAS MENU 


Served from Saturday 1st - 22nd December 
(Booking/Evenings only) 


Courses 


Homemade Soup 
Chef’s Pate 


Roast Beef 
Traditional Roast Turkey 
Sea Bass 

Vegetarian Wellington 

Christmas Pudding 
Winterberry Eton Mess 
Cheese and Biscuits 
Coffee and Mince Pies 


£ 19.95 

per person 


Email . 

Tel: . 


IIIIIMMMMII 


12.00 noon - 2.30pm (daily) 
Saturday 12.00 noon - 5.00pm; 

f W Sunda> 

Sunday Lunch from £8.50 

1L t plus Full Bar Menu 

v 'jr - I 

__ 6.00pm - 9.00pm 

^ (daily except Sunday) 

\ m Sundav 12.00 noon - 5.00pm 

^----——- (Booking Advisable) 

Telephone: 01656 890209 

Voted one of ten of the best pubs in Great Britain by the Guardian. 
The Plough and Harrow can be found between 

-- Llantwit Major and Bridgend. _ _ 

1 Coach parties welcome • Normal pub hours 



Operating throughout 
Bridgend and the Vale. 

14 years eperience ... 

A professional service 
at sensible prices! 

Former and future clients 
please call Jo on 

07980 634935 


Jo J Marley' Jenkins 
is back with her 
Mobile 
Hairdressing 



★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

: OCEAN LOUNGE; 

i ☆porthkerrtxH 

* OPEN FRIDAY NIGHTS FROM 7PM $ 
5 SATURDAY LUNCHTIMES 12 NOON - 4PM * 
SATURDAY EVENINGS FROM 7PM * 
SUNDAY 12 NOON-5PM $ 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

Saturday 24th November * 


Scott Jordan 


Clubland award winning male ^ 
vocalist/entertainer 
- plus Bingo 


Food Served Friday 7 - 9pm 
Saturday 12 - 3pm & 7 - 9pm 
Traditional Sunday Lunch 
Served 12 - 3pm £6.95 

CHRISTMAS 
PARTY NIGHTS^ 

Friday 30th November & 
Saturday 1st December 

with Steve Saint 

Top Singer/Comedian 

Two Course meal only £13.95 

Booking Essential 

+ CAR BOOT SALE 

EVERY SUNDAY from 2pm 

To find us - click directions@ 

www.firejoust.com 


Tel. 01446 710362/711538 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


HAVARD cV HAVARD 

WDRI.W DOUGLAS fORBI S 

i ! I 

Cl >mc»c C( »l 111 7 ION 
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www.ploughandharrow.org 
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DENTURE 

EXCELLENCE 


Expert denture care 
by the UK s leading 
Clinical Denture 
Technicians 


then weVe got something for you to smile about 



• Regain your teoe’s 
natural contours 

• Look years younger 

• Enjoy eating again 

• Smile wth confidence 


for a FREE no-obligation consultation 

call free on 0800 907 8213 


or visit dentuneexcellence co.uk 


DENTURE 

EXCELLENCE 

O Zm%n 


54-58 Norton Street 
CF31 38P 


SPOOKY TALES HAUNT 
SULLY AND SWANBRIDGE! 


THE hamlet of 
Swanbridge lies on the 
coast overlooking the 
Bristol Channel, four 
miles south of 
Penarth. 

It is unclear where the 
name Swanbridge origi¬ 
nates from; but it was at 
one time a working har¬ 
bour, as documents from 
the 16th Century specify 
that skippers of boats 
were obliged to pay a 
levy to local officials for 
transporting their wares 
from distant shores into 
the port. 

In 1569, 2,000 blocks 
of cheese and 80 barrels 
of butter were impound¬ 
ed by an official as the 
captain of the vessel 
from Penarth had not 
paid his duty tax. 

The harbour (or creek 
as it is sometimes 
known) also acquired 
unwelcome immigrants 
from shores beyond the 
Channel. Goods, both 
for import and export, 
were transported to 
neighbouring towns and 
villages via St Mary’s 
Well Road. 

Iron mooring rings can 
still be seen on the east¬ 
ern side of the bay, as a 
reminder of the trades of 
days gone by. 

Swanbridge became 
linked to other destina¬ 
tions around the area by 
the Taff Vale Railway 
line, where its people 
could travel in style to 
other destinations around 
the country. 

Swanbridge Halt was 
built in 1890, but became 
another victim of the 
Beeching axe in 1968, 
and was left abandoned, 


or bought by businesses 
who sold its rail tracks 
for scrap. 

Archaeologists 
unearthed evidence of 
Roman and Viking visita¬ 
tion and a Bronze Age 
fort with a stronghold 
barrow in the area. A 
Danish Iron Age buttress, 
which occupied the east¬ 
ern side of the island, 
together with the Bronze 
Age barrow and post 
medieval port on the 
northeastern side, were 
all then listed as monu¬ 
mental landmarks. 

Across the foreshore 
of Swanbridge, lies the 
island of Sully, which is 
only accessible via the 
causeway and can be cut 
off by the rapid incoming 
tide. Thought to mean 
‘South Lea or Pasture’, it 
gets its name from the 
Norman Knight Reginald 
de Sully from Devon, 
who built a small fortress 
on the island for protec¬ 
tion against pirates. 
Today, the remains of a 
small wall are the only 
evidence of its existence. 

Sully Island had 
become a haunt for 
pirates, with Alfredo De 
Marisco, the Norman 
pirate known as ‘The 
Night Hawk’ based here 
in the 13th Century. This 
was the beginning of the 
notorious smuggling 
trade. 

By 1330, Lords of 
Avan (d’Avene) had pur¬ 
chased the island, and in 
1348, Hugh le 
Despenser, Lord of 
Glamorgan, acquired the 
land. 

Later, the islet was 
sold to Sir Thomas 
Stradling, an upstanding 


citizen throughout the 
whole community of 
Glamorgan at the time. 

Sully’s most famous 
ship wreck was the SY 
(Survey Yacht) Scotia. 
This ship originated as a 
sealer vessel named 
Hekla from Norway. 

Its captain was Tam 
Robertson and during the 
Great War, the vessel 
became a freighter, 
which unfortunately 
caught fire around Sully 
Island. Its diminished 
keel then sank into the 
depths of the hungry sea. 

Sully Church is dedi¬ 
cated to St John the 
Baptist, and stands on an 
ancient edifice contain¬ 
ing a silver chalice dating 
from 1567. The church 
became a listed building 
on January 22, 2000. 

The Captain’s Wife is 
a public house at 
Swanbridge, haunted by 
the wife of a ship’s cap¬ 
tain. It once spanned 
three cottages to house 
fishermen, sailors and 
their families. 

Appropriately, it was 
named Sully House as it 
overlooks the harbour 
and Sully Island. This 
‘watering hole’ and 
restaurant opened its 
doors for trade in 1977. 

Legend maintains that 
Captain Winstanley was 
commanded to sail on a 
voyage to Jamaica by his 
lover’s disapproving 
father. His daughter was 
then forced to marry 
Colonel Rhys, a man 
with an upstanding posi¬ 
tion. The marriage was 
not a success because his 
wife pined for her lover. 

So, when Captain 
Winstanley returned 


from his expedition, 
secret meetings were 
arranged for the lovers, 
only for them to be dis¬ 
covered. Colonel Rhys 
was killed in a duel 
between the rivals and 
the lovers then eloped 
together at sea, but were 
burnt alive in a fire in 
their cabin. 

She is said to haunt 
the house that she shared 
with her husband, in 
search of her true love. 

Another twist on this 
legendary tale involves a 
captain taking his wife 
on a voyage where she 
died of a fever en route. 
Not to arouse suspicion, 
he placed his wife’s 
corpse in a lead-lined 
box. On return to 
Swanbridge, he buried 
her remains in the woods. 

The coffin was subse¬ 
quently stolen, denying 
her a Christian burial, 
and her soul of unrest 
haunts the building, with 
her hazy image reported 
to stalk the floorboards 
wearing a black dress. 

Another account of 
this sinister tale claims 
that the captain rowed his 
deceased wife ashore at 
the dead of night and hid 
her body within the 
house, from where it was 
stolen. 

When the building 
was renovated, the eerie 
discovery of a skeleton 
was unearthed in the 
woods behind the abode. 

Could this fearful find 
be the remains of the 
Captain’s wife? But 
which version is true? 
Only you can decide... 

HAYLEY WILLIAMS 
hayley.williams550@yah 
oo.com 
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Time to take a closer look at the... 

Muahal 

emperor of Cozvbridge 

Renowned Indian Cuisine, Restaurant & Takeaway 


Mughal Emperor picks up national award for its 
high quality dining experience 



PRIVACY 


One of the Vale’s best known 
restaurants has two reasons to 
celebrate. 

First, the Mughal Emperor, which is 
on Stalling Down, just outside 
Cowbridge, was recently singled out for 
a 'Highly Commended’ award in the 
2012 Tiffin Cup - a prestigious UK-wide 
competition involving the best South 
Asian restaurants. 

In addition, the restaurant, which has 
been attracting customers from far and 
wide for more than 20 years - all under 
the same management - has just been 
refurbished to give the interior a brand 
new look. 

The Mughal’s longevity is clearly due 
to it being a family affair, as it is run by 
Mr Anhar Miah, with his brother Asad, 
and it operates on a tried and tested 
formula. 

And there is nothing complicated 
about that formula, because the 
Mughal believes in the virtues of good, 
fresh ingredients, expertly cooked by 



Mr Asad Miah , chef Shelim Ahmed 
and Alun Cairns MP. 


staff - and all at a competitive price. 

Asad Miah said: “We have customers 
who come to us from Swansea in the 
west and from Cardiff in the east, 
because they consistently get quality 
food here. 

“What is particularly pleasing is that 
they often bring friends with them, 
because they enjoy eating here and 
want to share the experience.” 


booths for 4*6 Skilled chefs, served by experienced The new refurbishment, Mr Miah 



believes, will enhance that experience. 

The aim was to give the interior a 
more contemporary feel, but still keep 
the Mughal’s strongest points. 

The result is a spacious dining and 
reception area, with none of the tables 
too close together, and space to enjoy 
a drink before your meal. 

The aim is to encourage diners to 
take their time over their meal and fully 
enjoy the evening. As the staff pride 
themselves on their knowledge and 
experience, there is plenty of time for 
customers to ask questions. 

Someone new to Indian cuisine can 
be guided through their meal, while 
regular diners can discuss the finer 
points with staff who know their stuff. 

Mr Miah said that they weren’t 
prepared to cut corners when it came 
to quality. 

He said: “We don’t make things in 
bulk and store them. We use small 


SPACIOUS 

for group dining 



YOUR TABLE 

awaits... 



quantities on the night so that the 
dish is as fresh as possible.” 

The menu also contains a number of 
chef’s recommendations, which are 
updated on a regular basis. 

It was Vale MP Alun Cairns who 
nominated the Mughal Emperor to 
compete in the Tiffin Cup. 

He said: “I am delighted that The 
Mughal Emperor in Cowbridge was 
Highly Commended in this year’s Tiffin 
Cup. 

“It is such a prestigious competition, 
and to be honoured in this way is 
testament to the fantastic efforts of Mr 
Miah, the manager and all the staff at 
the Mughal.” 

Mr Cairns visited The Mughal in 
Cowbridge to present the chef and 
team with a certificate and 
embroidered Tiffin Cup 2012 chef 
jacket to mark their achievement. 

The Mughal Emperor has maintained 
its high reputation through 
concentrating on the old-fashioned 
virtues of quality and consistancy, and 
the judges in the Tiffin Cup clearly 
agreed! 



MUSE 


RELAX 


MINGLE 


UNWIND 




Opening hours: Lunchtime Monday-Saturday 12 noon-2pm. Evening Monday-Sunday 6pm-12 midnight. 

Catering for parties up to 120 

Stalling Down, Cowbridge CF71 7DT - 01446 774938 or 775887 
www.mughalemperor.co.uk 
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MEMO ARTS CENTRE: MEMORIAL HALL THEATRE 


TREATS FOR 2013 


RUTHIE HENSHALL 


CHRISTMAS TREATS 


LIVE MUSIC 



LEADING LADY & WEST END 
STAR PERFORMS SONGS 
FROM HER HIT MUSICALS 

TUES 19 MAR @ 7.30 


M mmm 

THUR 18 APR (gD 7.30 


COLIN 

FRY 


LIVING TV S 

psych k: 

MEDIUM 


SAT 2 MAR 7.30 




CERI m 
DUPREE 


CABARET 
FROLICS 
ft FUN 





FRI 25 JAN @7.30 

SUPERSTARS OF 
WRESTLING - LIVE! 



FREE ENTRY TO CRAFT MARKET 


. THE night 

Big Wooden BEFORE CHRISTMAS 

lor vc Theatre 

Company The perfect Christmas treat. 
^ a magical calc with music and 

HR participation for families and 

R children 2* 


TUES I I DEC 



WED 12 DEC @ 10.30 
WED 12 DEC @ 1.30 


BILLBOARD ENSEMBLE HJNfrSSUS . 

| Oft** / 


/ <*-' iK.iMit,' /ou 
»l li MU r* *ruf 


A spectacular Christmas 
Panto to put you in the festive 
spirit helped along with a bit 
of fairy dust. 

THUR 20 DEC @ 7.30 
FRI 21 DEC® 7.30 
SAT 22 DEC gp 2.30 
SUN 23 DEC @ 2.30 


PLANNING A SPECIAL OCCASION? 
YOU NEED A SPECIAL PLACE! 

Weddings, Parties and Celebrations 
Party Packages start from £99 
Contact our Hires Team: on 01446 4001 I I 
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I** 

^ ARE YOU 
EXPERIENCED? 

JIMI HENDRIX 
FRI 22 FEB @ 8.00 

WHOLE LOTTA 
LED 






I > 


NOWICS 
NO COSTUMES 
.., JUST-GREAT MUSIC 

FRI 17 MAY ® 8.00 


MATT ANDERSEN 


* 


CANADIAN . M 

BLUES 
SINGER & 
GUITARIST r 

r.tii 


.* i 


SAT 29 JUNE @ 7.30 



THE MEMO IS A INDEPENDANT REGISTERED CHARITY. 

ALL EARNED INCOME IS USED TO SUPPORT THE VENUE AND ITS PROGRAMME. 

COME ALONG AND SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL ARTS CENTRE, EXPERIENCE & ENJOY. 

BOOK TICKETS ONLINE: www.memorialhalltheatre.co.uk 
BOX OFFICE: 01446 738622 

REGISTERED CHARITY NUMBER 5B2S74 
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A FESTIVE LOOK AT 

HOLTON ROAD 

Strong , independent businesses 
provide the service people love 



iTan-Y-Hyde 

Tanning 

Beauty 
01446 745483 
www.tanyhyde.co.uk 

• Waxing • Lash Extensions 

• Shellac Polish • Nail Extensions 
• Sienna X Spray Tanning in 3 shades 

• Massage • Reflexology 

• Weight Loss Treatments 

• Sunbeds only 40p a minute 

• A special range of 
Christmas Minx Nail Art 

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE 

Variety of Beauty Packs & Vouchers 

All proceeds to the Joshua Foundation 
and Erwr Delyn Charity 

46 Holton Road, Barry CF6 4HD 


L A CUCINA 
coffee house 
and restau¬ 
rant is emblematic 
of strong, independ¬ 
ent businesses that 
are the cornerstone 
of a successful and 
vibrant shopping 
area. 

The owner, Ferda, 
told The GEM: “We’ve 
been in Barry for 10 
years now - four years 
in High Street, followed 
by six years in Holton 
Road. 

“La Cucina provides 
a relaxed, friendly, wel¬ 
coming atmosphere 
and people enjoy the 
fact that we provide 
continuity in the local 
area. We are not a 
‘here-today-gone- 
tomorrow’ business. 

“People recognise us 
as an authentic Barry 
business, and I’d like 
to thank our many reg¬ 
ulars for their custom.” 
For office workers 


or shoppers who want 
a snack or a meal, it is 
the ideal port of call. 

The choice is bewil¬ 
dering - coffees, lattes, 
cappuccinos, teas, soft 
drinks, milkshakes, 
iced teas, sandwiches 
with side salads, soups, 
paninis, jacket meals, 
homemade lasagne, 
chilli con carne, 
spaghetti bolognaise, 
meat balls, chocolate 
cake, lemon drizzle 
cake, almond tart - 
and that’s just a small 
selection of what’s on 
offer! 

Ferda added: 

“People appreciate that 
La Cucina provides 
consistent, high quality 
food that is reasonably 
priced, and served in a 
spotless environment.” 
SPECIALIST 

Just around the cor¬ 
ner Pets R Us, on 
Regent Street, remains 
the essential destina¬ 
tion for Barry’s animal 
lovers. 


> Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon • 



APPLIANCE & 
COOKWARE CENTRE 


PREMIUM QUALITY 
BRANDS AT THE LOWEST 
POSSIBLE PRICES 

Two floors with a comprehensive 
display of appliances and accessories. 

Factory refurbished and brand new 
appliances in stock. 


WASHING 

MACHINES 

From £199 


Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers, range cookers-gas, 
electric, LPG and dual fuel in stainless steel 
and farmhouse styles! 

Quality Products at Competitive Prices! 

f “DisCOUNTS FOR THEOVER60s”“ S’ 

j on Tuesdays and Thursdays (Please ask in-store for details) l 

Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. 


riowroorn 


3a TYNEWYDD ROAD, 
KING SQUARE, BARRY 

(opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse & sn 

at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 

WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 

All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 
Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

(Telephone: 01446 730884 

www.lstchoicetrade.co.uk 


OPEN: 

Monday-Saturday \ 
9am-5.30pm 

Appliance used for 
illustration purposes only. 


Steve Lane, the 
owner, explained that 
part of the reason for 
the shop’s continued 
success was that the 
staff all have specialist 
knowledge in the prod¬ 
ucts on sale. 

“We are all enthusi¬ 
astic and qualified in 
giving pet nutrition 
advice - all of the staff 
own animals them¬ 
selves, whether it is a 
dog, a cat or another 
kind of animal.” 

The store is the offi¬ 
cial stockist for a num¬ 
ber of premium dog 
foods such as Royal 
Canin, James 
Wellbeloved, Burns, 
Proplan and Hills 
Science Plan, and pro¬ 
vides a dog grooming 
service. 

At Christmas it is 
the ‘go to’ place for pet 
lovers with a huge 
selection of treats, toys, 
and even doggy 
Christmas cards! 

Steve also deals in 
exotic pets and sells 
tropical and cold-water 
fish, snakes, lizards, 
hamsters, and tortoises, 
along with the neces¬ 
sary food supplies. 

The tropical fish sec¬ 


tion is particularly 
impressive and special¬ 
ist advice is provided 
by Kevin Jones and 
Ben Taplin. 

Kevin said: “It’s 
easy for people to pick 
a tank that’s suitable 
for them - we stock all 
the heaters, pumps and 
lighting to go with 
them. We also do 
aquarium plants. 

“People can then 
select the Malawi cich- 
lids, ‘oddballs and rari¬ 
ties’ they want.” 

The great thing 
about having a tropical 
fish tank is the sense of 
peace and calm it pro¬ 
vides in a house. 

Another ‘hardy 
perennial’ at Upper 
Holton Road is JPL 
Sound - The Barry 
Music Shop - as well 
known throughout 
south Wales as it is in 
its home town. 

John Lewis and his 
staff provide expert 
advice on all things 
musical and also travel 
far and wide providing 
stages, sound systems 
and lighting for dozens 
of events. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 26) 


Rahil 

Contemporary, 
Indian Cuisine 



3. This is RAHIL Fresh Indian Food... 

• 

o Christmas Party Bookings 

o f or office parties, families & groups 
3 (lunchtimes & evenings) 

E NOW BEING TAKEN^ 

| TAKE AWAY MEALS •• 

| 15% DISCOUNT : • • . 

• available on collection only. * 
m Express FREE home delivery. * 

| OPEN CHRISTMAS DAY 

• & BOXING DAY. 

Opening hours: * *.* . * 

Lunch 11.30am - 2.30pm t . 

Evening 5.30pnj to 12 midnight * !* * 


Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG • LE C • 


26 Holton Road,3 v,-A. 
Barry Lt ^ 

Inext door to Cash Generator 

Tel. 01446 

720259/700331 ^ 
www.rohlltandoori.co.uk 



ABOVE: 

La Cucina, owned by Ferda, is a popular 
independent coffee house and eaterie 
favoured by visitors to Holton Road. 


9& S Vs 




GROOMERS 

m THE ONE STOP SHOP 
FOR ALL YOUR PETS 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS & IDEAS 

Dogs Leather Leads, Collars & Harnesses 
- all colours and sizes. 

Winter and Fashion Dog Coats. 

Selection of Pet Christmas Toys 
and Stockings. 

New display of Coldwater 
and Tropical Fish. 

1000's of Fish in Stock. 

New Aquarium Selection. 

Find us on Facebook 

petsrus.barry@hotmail.co. 





COMPUTER & LAPTOP: 
Sales, Repair & Upgrade 
Internet Cafe 
Home & Business call outs 
Broadband Set-ups 


CHRISTMAS OFFER 

PC’s from £350.00 
Laptops from £285.00 
Complete Refurbished PCs £150.00 
Huge range of stocking fillers and 
computer accessories in store 



40 Holton Road, Barry 
Tel: (01446) 747702 Fax: (01446) 744699 
www.tlsystems.co.uk - shop online ~ 
email: mail@tlsystems.co.uk 


A Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year 
to all our customers 
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A FESTIVE LOOK AT 

HOLTON ROAD 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 27 

John has provided sound for the Barry Firework 
Fiesta for 39 years! 

If your son or daughter is keen on a musical 
instrument for Christmas, JPL Sound is the best 
place to go because, unlike online retailers, John or 
a member of staff will offer expert advice and help 
when the present arrives at the shop, to make sure 
it is perfect for Christmas Day. 

A few doors away, Morgan Davies Tattoos can 
provide a Christmas present with a difference. 

Morgan said: “I do a wide selection of tattoos 
and they work out at £100 for three hours work. 

“If requested, I can do an evening session. 
People can bring in a design they are keen on too. 

“If people want more information, they should 
go to facebook. com/morganjohndavies.” 


fttor^mDi 
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237 Holton Road, 
Barry CF63 4HT 
Tel: 07590 828766 

Bring your own design 


Open Mon-Sat 9am-5pm 
Closed Tuesdays. 
Appointments available 
other times on request 


facebook.com/morganjohndavies 


A "four-star salon’ 

H The 

Salon 
has been 
open on 
Holton Road 
for 10 years 
and has been 
rated a four- 
star salon by 
The Good 
Salon Guide. 

HQ2 can 
boast four quali¬ 
fied stylists to 
the highest 
level, and with 
regular updated 
training they 
can offer the 
best in precision 
cutting, colour¬ 
ing, foils and 
hair up. 

Look your 

best for the party season! 

HQ2 have a range of practical gifts for 
Christmas, Ghd hair straighteners, Tigi hair prod¬ 
ucts and gift vouchers - gifts that really will be 
appreciated by your loved ones. 



Manageress Jaydene Vaughan 
of HQ2 welcomes 
customers this Christmas. 


WINDSOR 
HOTEL 



Friday 23rd November 

Live Singer 6pm-9pm 

Saturday 24th November 

Wales v 

New Zealand 5pm 

Free Beef Curry & Chips at Half Time 
Sunday 25th November 

Luke Doherty Band 

Live at 6pm 
Sunday 2nd December 

The Navigators 

Sunday 9th December 

Too Toned 

Sunday 16th December 

Freeway 


gato* 


HO 2 ^ 

**** 4-Star Salon 
awarded by Good Salon Guide 

Balmain Hair Extensions 
GHD Straighteners & 

Tigi Hair Products 
Gift Vouchers 

Matrix Gift Packs for Christmas 

Tel: 01446 400102 

36 Holton Road, Barry 


170 HOLTON ROAD, 
BARRY CF63 4LL 

07872 109157 


Fresh - X - Press 

Barry - NOW OPEN! 

• A delicious range of pasta and 
salad from our self-serve salad bar. 

• Try our freshly baked baguettes 
with a wide variety of fillings. 

• Feeling cold? Warm up with one 
of our Filled Jacket Potatoes! 

• Free delivery in Barry between 
the hours of 11am-5pm 
(minimum order £5) 

01446 733371 
18 Holton Road, Barry, CF63 4HD 

(next to Cash Generators) 

www.fresh-x-press-com 
facebook.com/eainbarry 
Follow @fresh_x_press 


VINYL RECORDS 
CDs - Memorabilia 

Bought & Sold 



NOW OPEN! 

Also stocking Mugs, Bags, 
Pens, DVDs and much more! 

IDEAL FOR 
CHRISTMAS! 

44 Holton Road, 
Barry CF63 4HD 

Next to Kids Corner 

Open Mon-Sat 9.30am-5.00pm 
Telephone: 01446 734483 
www.retro-vibemusic.com 
retro-vibemusic@hotmail.co.uk 
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BARRY ENTREPRENEURS ADD A NEW 
SPARK TO HOLTON ROAD SHOPPING 


L OCAL entre¬ 
preneurs are 
drawn to 
Holton Road 
because for more 
than a century it 
has been the main 
artery for business 
in the town. 

As Christmas 


THE OLD 
POST OFFICE 
Coffee Shop 


Small Breakfast 

5 items, coffee or tea, 
and toast £3.95 

Big Breakfast 

9 items, coffee or tea, 
and toast £5.50 


239 HOLTON ROAD, 
BARRY CF63 4HT 

(opposite Sleep & Leisure) 

Tel. 01446 730116 



approaches two new 
shops have opened - 
reinforcing the area’s 
reputation for variety. 

On Saturday, 
November 17, Retro 
Vibe Music, run by 
Claire Williams and 
Mark Owen, opened 
its doors to an enthu¬ 
siastic Barry public. 

Claire said: “As we 
were preparing the 
unit to start trading, 
people were knocking 
on the window won¬ 
dering whether we 
were open yet or not. 
That’s how enthusias¬ 
tic people were to get 
in and look at what 
we stock.” 

Retro Vibe Music 
started on Vere 
Street, supplying peo¬ 
ple over the internet, 
but also operating as 



ABOVE: Jay Lewis of Fresh-X-Press. 


jusl. fanejf 
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Jim 


260 Holton Road, 
Barry 

Tel: 01446 721242 





a retail location. 

Claire and Mark 
are keeping Vere 
Street as a base for 
stock and Holton 
Road is now their 
‘over-the-counter’ 
arm of the business. 

Just walking onto 
the premises, which 
sells vinyl records and 
CDs, is a trip down 
memory lane. 

Beatles’ LP covers 
jostle with Queen, 
who perch next to 
ELO, who... well you 
get the idea - 
although as Claire 
explained it’s not just 
the 40-plus generation 
who love the nostalgic 
throwback nature of 
the venture. 

“Often it’s people 
in their twenties who 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 

TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE ORDER, SECTION 16A 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

CHRISTMAS ILLUMINATIONS 
- KING S SQUARE, BARRY 

FRIDAY 30th NOVEMBER 2012 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Vale of Glamorgan Council have 
made an order under Section 16A Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 
as follows:- 

WHEREAS during certain hours of the day and date specified in column 1 
of the Schedule hereto the streets or part thereof listed in column 2 of the 
said schedule will be used for the holding of a relevant event as described 
in Section 16(A)(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, the Council, 
pursuant to the powers conferred by Section 16A of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984 do HEREBY ORDER AND DIRECT in order to facil¬ 
itate the holding of the event, enable members of the public to participate 
in the said event and to reduce the disruption to traffic likely to be caused 
by the event the following regulation shall be observed:- 
THAT, except as provided by the order, the said streets or parts thereof 
shall be Closed to all vehicular traffic including pedal cycles between the 
hours specified in column 3 of the said schedule. The penalty for infringe¬ 
ment of the said regulation is a fine not exceeding £1000.00 

Schedule 


Column 1 


Friday 30th 
November 2012 


Column 2 


The area to be closed is Holton 
Road Barry from its junction with 
Ty-Newydd Road to a point 50m 
east of its junction with Llantwit 
Street. 


Column 3 


Local signed diversions shall be in place. 

Access for Pedestrians shall be maintained. 

Dated this 22nd day of November 2012 

M. E. Punter, Director of Visible Services & Housing 
Vale of Glamorgan Council, 

The Alps, Wenvoe. CF5 6AA 


VALE of GLAMORGAN 
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love coming in and 
seeing the iconic cov¬ 
ers. Barry needs a 
record shop like this. 

“We have both 
brand new and sec¬ 
ond hand stock - lots 
of potential 
Christmas gifts.” 

One of Claire and 
Mark’s key aims is to 
maintain links with 
the strong local per¬ 
forming scene, publi¬ 
cising live musical 
events, and becoming 


a local ‘hub’ for peo¬ 
ple who love music of 
whatever vintage. 

Is there a golden 
record or CD that 
you were desperate to 
track down? Then get 
down to Retro Vibe 
Music - fast! 

More information 
on the servee provid¬ 
ed by Claire and 
Mark is available at: 
www.Retro-vibemu- 
sic.com. 

Just a few doors 
away, Fresh-X-Press 
is owned by local man 
Jay Lewis. 

The shop has a dis¬ 
tinctive green livery, 
emphasising the 
‘fresh’ food on offer. 

It’s the ideal desti¬ 
nation for local office 
and shop workers 
who want to choose 
from the salad bar, 
enjoy a baguette, a 
snack, a cake or a 
drink. The salad bar 
starts at just £2 - 


FOOTWEAR 

Best selection of ladies’ boots & 
party shoes, mens’ shoes and huge 
choice of children’s footwear. 
Christinas Slippers for all the family. 
Snowboots & Wellies in stock. 


Merry Christmas 
to all our customers 


56 HOLTON ROAD, BARRY 
Tel. 01446 748466 
also: 

I 71 JOHN STREET, PORTHCAWL 
Tel. 01656 783423 

For our online shop: 


google - Room' 



77 ke/ Scented/widen/ 

Debbie & Sarah Floral Design 

• Spruce Christmas Wreaths 
in colours of your choice. 

• Christmas Aqua Boxes with 
diamonds ana sparkles 
at no extra charge. 

• Bouquets for the one you 
love at Christmas. 

• Please order early 
to avoid disappointment. 

254 Holton Road , 

Barry CF63 4HU. Tel. 01446 735965 



;ij mu 


HAIR STUDIO 

New salon with Sam and Sarah. 
Previously Scoundrels on Richard Street. 
All aspects of quality hairdressing. 

Please book your 
Christmas hair appointments. 
Thank you, and a Merry Christmas 
to all our customers. 

50 HOLTON ROAD, BARRY 

01446 735097 


great value. 

Jay, who is Barry 
born and bred, said: 
“We will even deliver 
in Barry for a mini¬ 
mum order of £5 and 
have already taken 
some big orders in the 
town.” 

The premises are 
welcoming, spacious 
and light. 

Jay added: “It is all 
open plan and people 
can see the food being 
prepared.” 

All three entrepre¬ 
neurs had one thing in 
common: they were 
determined to make a 
success of the busi¬ 
nesses and keen to 
provide the best serv¬ 
ice to their clientele. 



ABOVE: Claire Williams of Retro Vibe 
Music is bringing musical nostalgia to 
Holton Road. 
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IMn HM Ind of Holton Rood • 01446 781711 


La Cueina Cafe 



51 HOLTON ROAD, BARRY 

Ferda and his team would like to wish 
all his customers a Merry Christmas 

Open for Breakfasts from 8.30am 

Hot and Cold Dishes, 

Paninis, Freshly Baked Baguettes. 

Healthy Options and a 
range of Delicious Cakes. 

Our very popular hand made 
Coffees and Hot Chocolates. 

Ideal for ladies who lunch, busy shoppers, 
business meetings or just a chat with friends. 

Open: 9am - 5.00 pm Monday - Saturday 

01446 722024 
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Tiffin Rasol In line 
for two prestigious 
national awards! 

ONE of Barry’s highly rated 
Indian takeaways, Tiffin 
Rasoi located on 37 Holton 
Road, has been short-listed 
for the British Curry Awards 
2012 and the Asian Curry 
Awards 2012. 

A spokesman for the company 
said: “Tiffin Rasoi is a premier 
Indian takeaway offering Indian 
food with no artificial colours or 
flavours. 

“The menu integrates both tradi¬ 
tional favourites with new and cre¬ 
ative dishes which are freshly pre¬ 
pared. 

“We are looking forward to the 
results of the Asian Curry Awards, 
which will be announced at The 
Great Room, in the JW Marriott 
\Hotel, Park Lane, London, this 


Sunday, November 25.” 

Guests will join hundreds of 
leading restaurateurs and caterers 
under the spotlight of international 
TV, and rub shoulders with VIPs, 
politicians, business leaders and 
celebrities. 

The results of the British Curry 
Awards will be announced at a glit¬ 
tering black tie gala dinner at one 
of London's biggest and most pres¬ 
tigious venues, Battersea Evolution 
in Battersea Park Lane, on 
Monday November 26. 

The event will be broadcast to 
more than 200 countries through 
Star Plus, BBC and other chan¬ 
nels. 

Tiffin Rasoi, 37 Holton Road, 
Barry, www.tiffinrasoi.com _ J 


FRIENDLY WELCOME 
ON HOLTON MILE 
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ABOVE: 

Morgan Davies 
provides a Christmas 
present with a 
difference - a tattoo. 
People can choose a 
design they like and 
book a session. 



ABOVE: 

Yianie, of George’s No 1 Barbers in 
Regent Street, promises some mince pies 
and nibbles in the lead-up to Christmas. 




Sarah, Michelle and Sam of Fresh Hair have 
opened their new salon on Holton Road. 


ABOVE: 

The Scented Garden 
provides bouquets 
and flower 
arrangements for 
family celebrations 
and special events - 
and has put on an 
impressive 
Christmas window 
to cheer people up 
this festive season. 


Old Post Office now a 
popular coffee shop 


Hannah Andrews 
and Lisa Eveleigh 
pride themselves on 
the community 
atmosphere in ‘The 
Old Post Office 
Coffee Shop’. 

T he oid Post 
Office Coffee 
Shop has 
made a huge 
impression on 
Upper Holton 
Road, since opening 
in May this year. 

The owner Lisa 
Eveleigh is keen to 
make the shop a com¬ 
munity hub, where 
people can meet up 
with a friend, or as 
part of a group, and 
have a meal or a snack. 
It’s hardly a surprise 




ABOVE: 

Kevin Jones and Ben Taplin provide great 
advice on tropical fish at Pets R Us. 


that in a few short 
months it has become 
so popular. Lisa 
explained: “We’ve 
already developed a 
regular clientele - 
many love our five-item 
breakfast for £3.95, 


EXCLUSIVE HAIR 

@ANDREOUS 

Andria, Maria, Natalie 
& girls would like to ^ 
wish all their clients 
a Merry Christmas. 

PLEASE BOOK YOUR 
CHRISTMAS HAIR 
APPOINTMENTS NOW! 

2 RECENT STREET, BARRY 

TEL: 01446 736323 



with tea or coffee and 
toast, and the £5.50 one 
with nine items and a 
drink and toast! 

“We pride ourselves 
on the friendly, wel¬ 
coming atmosphere - 
it’s a real family-run 
business.” 

This week Lisa and 
the staff are putting up 
decorations for 
Christmas and promise 
some special festive 
puddings and cakes 
over the next few 
weeks. 

The Old Post Office 
Coffee Shop used to be 
Weston Hill Post Office. 
Lisa opens at 8.30am - 
so make a date for 
breakfast, a snack or 
lunch - you won’t be 
disappointed! 


ILPADRINO -i 

(jentimen s Hair 

Geraint Vater and all the staff 
Would like to wish all 
clients a Merry Christmas 

Competitive prices 
U Patterns & hot towel 
shaves available 

178 Holton Road, 
Barry 

01446 403186 


IL PAJHUNO 



GEORGE'S 

Gentleman barbers 


COMFORTABLE SEATING AREA WITH TV 


Open Monday-Friday 9am-5pm; Saturday 8am-4pm 

George & Yiannie welcome 
customers old and new 

Enjoy a festive drink and a mince pie during Christmas week 

I Regent Street, Barry 
Tel: 01446 732377 


Frangoulis Shoe Repairs 

Ijgf & Shoe Makers 

No 4 Thompson Street 

jp (next to the new car park) 

• Shoe Repairs while u wait . y 

• Key Cutting 

• Watch Batteries 

• Engraving 

• A large range of Trophies, 

Tankards, Zippo lighters 

• High quality leather wallets & purses 

• Polishes, Waxes, Laces 
SERVICING THE SHOES OF THE BARRY 

COMMUNITY FOR OVER 50 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 739823 


H 
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Unisex Hair Salon 


Mel, Annisa and staff 
would like to welcome 
Bernice to Coyotes, 
formerly of 
Salon 23- 

Senior stylist, 
fully qualified, 
offering all 
aspects of 
hair 
dressing. 





Barry Tyre & 
Auto Centre Ltd 


Don’t get caught out this winter! 

Why should I fit winter tyres? 

More than half of UK motorists admit feeling less safe driving in the winter, yet many 
of us do little to prepare our cars for the colder weather. Research commissioned by 
TyreSafe, the UK’s leading tyre safety organisation, found the biggest worry for 
drivers in the winter is that they are more likely to have an accident as the roads feel 
more slippery. 

Switching to winter tyres could dramatically increase your safety over the entire 
winter period and could even save you money. They’re constructed to give you a much 
better grip, reducing your stopping distances on wet or icy roads. And because they 
are specially designed to operate in temperatures below 7°C, their wear rate is signif¬ 
icantly better than normal ‘summer’ tyres in the colder winter months! 

Last year, drivers struggled without winter tyres 

• 54% of drivers said they felt less safe when driving in the winter. 

• 45% of drivers said their biggest fear about driving in the winer was that 
they were more likely to have an accident as the roads felt more slipper 

• 1 in 3 drivers skidded on Britain’s roads. 

• 15% were involved in, or witnessed, an accident 

• 12% only narrowly avoided a collision. 

• 1 in 6 drivers had to abandon their journey. 

Let’s put a stop to accidents this winter I 

These stopping distances prove you’re less likely to get in a scrape if you switch to win- 1 
ter tyres. FREE 

BRAKING ON ICY ROADS FROM 20mph (32km/h)TO REST WINTER 

TYRE 

_ CHECK. 

•.W'-'T 

BRAKING ON SNOWY ROADS FROM 30mph (48km/h)TO F 



1 



LOWER GUTHRIE 
STREET ; BARRY 

01446 737447 


HOLTON ROAD, 
BARRY 

01446 745888 


www.banytyreautocentre.co.uk 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
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PTA’s The Master a slow-burning 
piece of dramatic filmmaking 


H aving 

wowed audi¬ 
ences with 
Boogie Nights and 
Magnolia , turned 
Adam Sandler into a 
straight actor in 
Punch-Drunk Love, 
and turned the 
phrase ‘/ drink your 
milkshake’ into a har¬ 
rowing declaration of 
intent in There Will 
Be Blood , the next 
movements of Paul 
Thomas Anderson 
were always going to 
be closely monitored, 
especially given the 
success afforded to 
... Blood. 

His follow-up, The 
Master, sees Philip 
Seymour Hoffman play 
Lancaster Dodd, the 
leader of a mysterious 
cult which draws in 


drifting ex-serviceman 
Freddie Quell (Joaquin 
Phoenix); but is the cult 
as it seems, and will 
Freddie be able to exist 
within it...? 

It’s unarguable that 
Paul Thomas Anderson 
is one of the most 
revered modem film¬ 
makers working today. 
His Robert Altman- 
esque ability to create 
multi-strand narratives 
without losing focus, 
coupled with a 
Scorsese-like dexterity 
with the camera, means 
that he is truly an auteur 
in an age where the 
term is bandied around 
a little too freely. 

While his previous 
films all stmck different 
notes, The Master is a 
film that is not tonally 
unfamiliar from There 
Will Be Blood ; while 
that gothic masterpiece 


is revered for searing 
performances and hard- 
edged dramatics, The 
Master strikes a little 
more softly, the film a 
slow-burner and one 
that will likely divide 
audiences between 
engrossing character 
study and mind-numb¬ 
ing pretension. 

For this reviewer, it 
is closer to the former, 
PTA drawing vivid 
characters that are well 
inhabited by strong per¬ 
formances, yet the nar¬ 
rative feels a little too 
loose-fitting, its woozy 
(and in places boozy) 
aesthetic sometimes 
feeling somewhat unfo¬ 
cused, particularly over 
a running time of 144 
minutes. 

Yet the film’s main 
drawing power is the 
time invested in the two 
leads, Freddie and 
Lancaster, two different 
men brought together 
by fate who then 
become inextricably 
connected. 

The background to 
the relationship is loose¬ 
ly written; however, the 
exchanges between the 
two are so well-written 
that you can put that to 
the back of your mind 
and just savour the dia¬ 
logue between them. 

PTA’s writing has 
always veered to the 
arch and so it continues 
here - great slabs of 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreenTalk 


dialogue punctured with 
information, some of it 
relevant, some of it not 
- but when you see 
actors of this calibre 
delivering, it it is a true 
pleasure indeed. 

Much pre-release 
bluster claimed it was a 
film looking into the 
nature of cult itself, in 
particular Scientology, 
but this is a notion that 
simply exists on the 
fringes of the story - 
the focus on the central 
pair’s relationship, and 
how they are seemingly 
polar opposites, yet are 
so engrossed in the 
other that ultimately 
they are two sides of the 


same coin, and PTA 
draws this well. 

Visually, the film is 
absolutely gorgeous, the 
camera bathing in the 
luxuriant colours of 
1950s America and 
striking the right bal¬ 
ance between beauty 
and excess, the camera¬ 
work matching the 
film's loose structure 
with its hazy imagery, 
while the story and 
characters are given 
central focus with the 
lead turns incredibly 
mesmerising. 

Joaquin Phoenix’s 
career may have had the 
odd up and down over 
the last few years, but 
the actor’s performance 
here is wonderfully 
realised, the intensity 
and self-destructive 
nature of the character 
complementing the 
actor so well. 

There is a controlled 
aggression to Phoenix’s 
performance which 
makes him a loose can¬ 
non, and all the more 
entertaining to watch on 
screen, balancing won¬ 
derfully well with Philip 
Seymour Hoffman’s 
Lancaster. 

Seymour Hoffman 
has never been so light 
as he is here, the char¬ 
acter of Dodd a well- 
meaning, slightly bump¬ 
tious man who is called 
the master of the title, 
but who is controlled by 


his wife and who feels 
more like a genial uncle 
than the leader of a cult. 

Investing him with 
warmth and compas¬ 
sion, and showing the 
man behind the facade, 
he is hugely impressive, 
as is Amy Adams as the 
strong-willed wife who 
steers Lancaster through 
his darker moments. 

With its slow pace 
and loose narrative, The 
Master certainly won’t 
appeal to everybody, 
but fans of PTA, and 
those who enjoy some¬ 
thing substantial with¬ 
out it being based on a 
comic book or a com¬ 
puter game, should find 
something here to 
enjoy. 

VERDICT: An 
engaging, but loosely- 
told story, The Master is 
another strong Paul 
Thomas Anderson film 
but one that will no 
doubt divide viewers. 
While some may find it 
too ponderous, strong 
central performances 
from Joaquin Phoenix 
and Philip Seymour 
Hoffman and PTA’s 
brand of writing and 
direction make it an 
impressive piece of 
work. Recommended. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: There Will Be 
Blood (2008), Leaving 
Las Vegas (1995). 


Get jabbed! 

DIABETES UK Cymru is backing the 
Welsh Government’s Get Jabbed campaign, 
aimed at getting everyone at high risk from 
flu to have their free vaccination. 

The flu jab is available in Wales from all GPs and, 
for the first time, at 137 selected pharmacies. 

Those at risk include people with diabetes, those 
over 65 and in long term care, anyone with respira¬ 
tory conditions, health professionals and pregnant 
women. 

For more information, contact www.wales.nhs.uk 
and follow @ getjabbed on Twitter. 


The police 
launch new 
website 


SOUTH Wales 
Police have 

launched a new 
website to keep the 
public up to date on 
news in the area. 

The website includes 
a number of features 
designed to publicise 
local and force-wide 
policing activities as 
well as provide practical 
information such as a 
postcode search to find 
your nearest police sta¬ 
tion and opening times. 

The site is part of the 
force’s commitment to 
improving accessibility 
to communities, main¬ 
taining transparency, and 
complements the force’s 
five Twitter accounts 
which have a combined 
following of almost 
25,000. 

Chief Constable Peter 
Vaughan said: “As a 
police force we need to 
keep moving with the 
times and our new web¬ 
site will give people 
instant access to news 
and crime updates while 
at home, in work or on 
the move via smart 
phones. 

“We wanted to create 
a site that puts the needs 
of the public first so 
we’ve made it easier to 
find and share informa¬ 
tion, whether that’s the 
opening hours of police 


stations, details about 
crime in specific areas, 
or news about people 
convicted in court. 

Key features of the 
website www. south- 
wales.police.uk include: 

• The latest news 
updates, with the option 
to receive RSS feeds; 

• Behind Bars - a sec¬ 
tion which publicises 
recent court results; 

• Wanted faces - 
appeals on people who 
are wanted for crimes; 

• An improved free¬ 
dom of information sec¬ 
tion which catalogues a 
comprehensive list of 
freedom of information 
disclosures. 

FESTIVE 

GATHERING 

THE Gathering Place in 
St Athan Christmas 
fayre will be opened by 
BBC weatherman Derek 
Brockway on Saturday, 
December 1. 

Ladies barbershop 
group ‘Cardiff Style’ will 
be entertaining with 
Christmas songs, and 
there will be craft stalls 
selling jewellery, cards, 
books, baby clothes, 
homemade jams, cakes, 
Usborne books, bric-a- 
brac. Santa will pop in. 
Join in the fun from 12 
noon - 3pm. 



, ORDER 

NOW * 

for 

pre-Christmas 


Is your kitchen looking unwell? 

Tjfat ca//t/tc Door Doctor/ 

A family business with vast experience in the y ,,:f | V-« •> 
replacement door and worktop market. [-, |[ * "y 


Everything you require from the 
JE , doors, to worktops and new 
appliances and sinks. 


6 ifcrri 


After... 


DOOR 

DOCTOR 


IESS/KESS, lESSCOTT 


Tke Ocrcrr Ooztrrr 

01446 688018 
01656 360027 

yuvrvj.doxrr-d4ytArrr.cx>.uJK 
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MPN Windows, your local Network VEKA 
member is recommended by Steve Davies 


We will beat anv written 


;n a a 


0% Finance Available / Buy Now, Pay Next Year 

SPECIAL OFFER 

BEVELLED FRONT DOORS £499 IF ORDERED BY DECEMBER 31st 


WINDOW & DOOR REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK 

T windows] fitted from] £*(495 

* DOORS FITTED FROM £450 *”*]*"*”*”"**”"*””*" . 

* FRENCH DOORS FROM £795 . 


CON SERVATOR jES FROM £3495 
COMPOSITE DOORS FITTED FROM £795 ' 


✓ WINDOWS a DOORS V 

✓ FULL REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE || 

0 FREE VERTICAL BLINDS ^ 

0 WIDE RANGE OF STYLES a FINISHES 

✓ 10 YEAR PEACE OF MIND GUARANTEE 




ince 


REPAIR SERVICE 
Available 24/7 
Call 07976 640959 


OUR GIFT TO YOU THIS CHRISTMAS 


IPAD MINI 


WITH F YFt> Full HOUSE Ot 
COSSIRVAIOBV FillIV FIT FFD 
MM1«I mtMCIMHRIOW 


ASK ABOUT OUR 
TRADE WINDOWS, 
DOORS AND 
CONSERVATORIES 

FREE ONLINE QUOTES 

www.mpnwindows.com 


We supply and fit fascias, 
gutters and down pipes 


01446 439212 

for the Vale 

Local Business serving local people 
Email: mpnwindows@aol.com 


•il v > 
uunrciKtt 
(OtfWVMA 
M* 

UMUNYt 


•< l^iiijnnirni 07976 640959 

; Amazing Offer! 

FREE J Clain your free vertical blinds with every full house 
1 of widows and doors or conservatory fitted! 

Term UKdiliom tpp\ 


Opening Hours: 

9am to pm 7 days a week 


etwork 


M.P.N 

OmCWM'HS 


BRIDGEND 01656 648464 - CARDIFF 02920 508770 

www.mpnwindows.com 

Showrooms at: 

10a Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF31 3HL 
Unit 2, Leckwith Road, Cardiff CF11 8AP 
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Girls dominate Rotary young singer competition 



Who wants to 
build what, 
and where? 


Mr Craig Reynolds - 11 
Tennyson Road, 
Penarth - Proposed sin¬ 
gle storey side extension 
with disability access 
facilities, loft conver¬ 
sion and off road park¬ 
ing. 

Mr A Paterson - 26 
Birch Lane, The 
Paddocks, Penarth - 
Proposed two storey 
side extension. 

Mr and Mrs Mike Evans 

- 11 Whitcliffe Drive, 
Penarth - Extensions to 
existing property includ¬ 
ing remodelling of exist¬ 
ing accommodation. 
New garage. 

Mr P Fisher - 
Llansannor and 
Llanharry Junior and 
Infant School, 
Ystradowen - Single 
storey extension to the 
existing classroom block 
at Llansannor CAV 
Primary School. 

Mrs Christina Germon - 
2 Cwrt Yr Iolo, 
Flemingston - Retain 
purpose built pigeon 
loft, replacing dilapidat¬ 
ed structure. 

Vijay Singh - 
Higitbanks, Walston 
Road, Wenvoe - 
Remove ash tree. 

Fitz Project 
Management - Land 
rear of 2 Orchard 
Drive and Warwick 
Way, Barry - Yard to 
rear of 2 Orchard Drive; 
proposed lock up 
garages. 

Mr David Curtis - 28 
Smithies Avenue, Sully 

- Alteration and exten¬ 
sion to an existing three 
bedroom single storey 
residential unit to create 
a four-bedroom two- 
storey residential prop¬ 
erty. 

Mrs Anna Grant - 21 
Herbert Street, Barry 

- Retrospective consent 
for existing garage (as 
extended in 2010). 

Mr Terry Donovan - 56 
Redlands Road, 
Penarth - Conversion 
and extension of a 
detached garage to form 
a separate dwelling. 

J V Tree Services - 
Land at Coed Arthur, 
Llancarfan - Planning 
application for the con¬ 
struction of new forestry 
track. 

Mr T Edgell - 
Llwynddu House, 
Welsh St Donats - Rear 
extension and alterations 
to facade. 

Mr Duncan Barber - 1-3 

Llandough Castle 
Flats, Llandough - 


Demolition, alteration 
and extension works to 
apartment nos 1-3 
Llandough Castle Flats. 
Llantwit Major Town 
Council - Lorna 
Hughes Park, High 
Street, Llantwit Major 

- Crown lifts to nine 
trees. Remove five trees 
(three silver birch, one 
cherry and one ash) and 
two self-sown 
sycamores. 

Mr David Evans - 88 
Lavernock Road, 
Penarth - Additional 
vehicular crossover to 
allow in and out use of 
front driveway. 

Mr Roy Cook - 8 Beech 
Avenue, Ham Manor 
Park, Llantwit Major 

- Scots pine; either 
removal or 50 per cent 
reduction due to close 
proximity to property. 
Mr Michael Psaila - 
Upper Langcross 
Farm, Leek with, 
Cardiff - Extension to 
caravan to provide extra 
bedroom. 

Mr Thomas - 36 
Rhoose Road, Rhoose 

- Single rear storey 
extension with access 
ramp to the front and 
new porch. With addi¬ 
tional pedestrian access 
to the rear. 

Mr Steve Sloman - 
Outside Green Close, 
Ffordd Yr Eglwys, 
Peterston Super Ely - 
Pollard ash tree. 

Mr T Williams - 
Fonmon Farm House, 
Barry - 

Microgeneration domes¬ 
tic wind turbine in 
adjoining field. 

Mr Russell Hooper - 
The Stables, Village 
Farm, Marcross - 
Installing three solar 
panels (flush mounted) 
on roof of dwelling. 

Mr Glyn George - Y 
Felin Fach, Monknash 

- Removal of Condition 
5, variation of Condition 
4 from application 
2012/00560/FUL. 

Mr Nigel Esterkin - 55 
Holton Road, Barry - 
Change of use of upper 
floors, from office, to 
self contained residen¬ 
tial flats. 


FOLLOWING the 
very successful 
instrumentalist 
competition on 
November 7, 
Llantwit Major 
Rotary Club ran its 
‘Young Musician’ 
competition for 
vocalists. 

Although the instru¬ 
mental competition has 
been running for a num¬ 
ber of years, this was 
the first time for vocal¬ 
ists, and what an event 
it proved to be! 

Held in Cowbridge 
Comprehensive, there 
were seven young ladies 
taking part (no boys, 
unfortunately) and they 
sang a very wide range 
of pieces. 

Each of the competi¬ 
tors was required to per¬ 
form two contrasting 
songs and they were 
judged on communica¬ 
tion, presentation, tech¬ 
nique and content. 

Paige Sherreard start¬ 
ed off the competition 
with ‘Green Finch and 
Linnet Bird’ from 
Sweeney Todd by 
Stephen Sondheim fol¬ 
lowed by ‘Somebody 
Loved’ by the Weepies. 
In the second of these, 
she was accompanied 
by her brother Ryan on 
the guitar. 

Paige was followed 
by Elbe Williams with 
the well-known 
‘Somewhere’ from West 


Side Story by Leonard 
Bernstein and Stephen 
Sondheim, then ‘Till 
There Was You’ from 
Music Man by Meredith 
Wilson. 

Next, Sophie Thomas 
performed ‘The Silver 
Swan’ by Orlando 
Gibbons and 
‘Standchen’ by 
Schubert. 

She was followed by 
Charlotte Adams who 
sang ‘I Attempt from 
Love’s Sickness to Fly’ 
by Purcell followed by 
‘My Ship’ from Lady in 
the Dark by Kurt Weill 
and Ira Gershwin. 

Verity-Belle Atkinson 
was awarded third place 
with her rendition of the 
contrasting ‘Panis 
Angelicus’ by Cesar 
Franck and ‘I Could 
Have Danced all Night’ 
from My Fair Lady by 
Lemer and Loewe. 

Olivia Hopper was 
placed second with two 
pieces from the musi¬ 
cals; ‘Somewhere’ from 
West Side Story by 
Leonard Bernstein and 
Stephen Sondheim and 
‘Can’t Help Lovin’ dat 
Man’ from Showboat by 
Jerome Kern and Oscar 
Hammer stein. 

The judges were 
unanimous in placing 
Asha Fletcher Peters in 
first place with her won¬ 
derfully lyrical and dra¬ 
matic performance of 
‘Green Finch and Linnet 
bird’ from Sweeney 
Todd and ‘Daddy’s Son’ 



ABOVE: 

The competitors 

from Ragtime by 
Flaherty and Alen. 

The panel of judges 
comprised Nic 
Treharne, formerly of 
BBC and HTV music 
departments, Helena 
Braithwaite, former 
county advisor for 
music and an experi¬ 
enced instrumentalist 
and conductor, and Iona 
Jones, professional 
soprano and president of 
Cowbridge Male Voice 
Choir. 

John Clarke, the pres¬ 
ident of Llantwit Major 
Rotary Club, praised the 
competitors for such a 
wonderful evening of 
music and congratulated 
Adrian Colborne, the 
head of music of 
Cowbridge 

Comprehensive School, 
for his piano accompa¬ 
niments and encourage¬ 
ment of his students. 

TC 



Second prize winner, 
Olivia Hopper. 



Third prize winner, 
Verity-Belle Atkinson. 


Local theatre’s 
latest show 


COWBRIDGE’S 
local theatre is put¬ 
ting on its final play 
of the year, and the 
first night is 
tonight. 

JB Priestley’s drama- 
mystery, Dangerous 
Corner, will be staged 
at Cowbridge’s Market 
Theatre (the official 
home of CADS, the 
Cowbridge Amateur 
Dramatic Society) over 
three days, November 
22-24. 

A spokeswoman said: 
“The cast is composed 
entirely of Cowbridge 
and Llantwit Major resi¬ 
dents. Theatre fans from 
Cowbridge and beyond 
are urged to support the 
theatre. 

“Doors open at 7pm, 
leaving time for a drink 
at the bar before the cur¬ 
tain goes up at 7.30pm.” 

Tickets cost £6.50 



Catrin Thomas-Price 
plays Olwen Peel. 

from WG Davies 
Newsagent’s, 38 
Cowbridge High Street, 
or on the door. 

To join CADS or find 
out more about the the¬ 
atre, visit: www.market- 
theatre.com, telephone 
the CADS chairman on 
01446 772141, or 
Camilla on 07734 
543928. 

CADS is currently 
looking for more mem¬ 
bers, both in acting and 
non-acting roles. 


Eco-volunteers needed for litter-pick 
and tree planting 


RIGHT: Pictured with various dumped tyres and litter at their last litter 
-pick at White Farm are Couns Rob and Claire Curtis, Eira Powell, and 
Couns Margaret Wilkinson and Anthony Powell. 


THE recently- 
formed White 
Farm Conservation 
Group are looking 
for eco-volunteers 
to help them plant 
fruit trees and 
carry out a litter 
pick in the valley 
adjacent to 
Whitewell Road 
this Saturday 
(November 24), 
meeting at 10.30am 
at the junction of 
Whitewell Road 
and Coleridge 
Crescent. 

All litter-picking 
equipment will be sup¬ 
plied but please wear 
appropriate clothing and 
boots. 

More than 190 appli¬ 
cants from across Wales 
were successful in 
applying for free 
Homebase vouchers as 
part of Keep Wales 
Tidy’s ‘Have a Wild 
Weekend for Wales’ 
campaign. 

Funded by the Welsh 
Government, CCW and 
Homebase, the aim of 
the weekend-long cam¬ 
paign was to encourage 
groups to create new 
wildlife habitats to 
improve local biodiver¬ 
sity by undertaking 
small practical projects 


to benefit native 
species. Volunteers from 
the White Farm 
Conservation Group 
were successful in 
applying for a £150 
Homebase voucher, 
which they used to buy 
seven cherry, plumb, 
apple and pear trees, as 
well as a number of bird 
nesting boxes for house 
sparrows, blue tits and 
kestrels. 

During the ‘Wild 
Weekend’ they will 
plant the seven fruit 
trees along the boundary 
of White Farm at 
Whitewell Road and 


erect bird nesting boxes 
in adjacent trees. 

The fruit trees will 
provide nectar/pollen 
for bees and butterflies 
in the spring while pro¬ 
viding free fruit in the 
autumn for local chil¬ 
dren. The nesting boxes 
will provide safe homes 
for a number of species 
of birds. 

For more information 
on improving biodiver¬ 
sity in your area or 
other Keep Wales Tidy 
projects, email: 
tidy, towns @ keep- 
walestidy.org. 

Coun Rob Curtis 



YOUNGSTERS PROVE THEY’RE 
NOT YET BOARD OF GAMES... 

EIGHT boys from the junior sec¬ 
tion of the 2nd Llantwit Major 
Boys’ Brigade Company took part 
in the Boys’ Brigade in Wales’ 
Board Games Competition on 
Friday, November 16 in Cardiff. 

This involved playing Snakes and 
Ladders, Dominoes, Connect Four and 
Draughts. Although the one team were 
unplaced, the other team won the trophy. A 
fantastic effort from all! 

Thanks also to the parents who helped 
with transport - without them the boys 
could not have participated. 

The whole company also attended the 
Remembrance Sunday parade and service 
on November 11 in Llantwit Major. 

DC 
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Golf club’s unique 
honour for a very 
special member 


PAULINE LEWIS 
has been a member 
of RAF St Athan 
Golf Club since 
1980, which in itself 
reflects loyalty to 
the club, and 
throughout this 
time she has been 
willing to put her 
hand to a variety of 
duties. 

Pauline was an 
accomplished golfer rep¬ 
resenting the ladies’ sec¬ 
tion in league matches 
on numerous occasions, 
and as far back as the 
mid-80s played on the 
mixed foursome open 
circuit, often finishing in 
the top three. 

She has been very 
successful in club com¬ 
petitions, winning both 
the ladies’ invitation and 
David Hughes board 
competitions. 

Pauline has been 
ladies’ captain twice 
(1988, 2001) and was 
always willing to listen, 
resolute but fair in her 
decision making. 

For a number of 
years, she was the 
ladies’ handicaps and 
competitions member 
where her organising 
attributes came to the 
fore, ensuring competi¬ 
tions ran smoothly; the 


yearly diary was ready 
for publication; and the 
ladies’ trophies pur¬ 
chased in a timely man¬ 
ner for the annual pres¬ 
entation evening. 

Pauline also took on 
the onerous task of jun¬ 
ior organiser responsible 
for running junior com¬ 
petitions and away days. 

She held this impor¬ 
tant position for more 
than 12 years, and dur¬ 
ing this period players 
such as Craig Sherman, 
Owen Davies, Steve 
Thomas, Will Morgan, 
Craig White and the 
Punter boys passed 
through into senior sec¬ 
tions. 

It is testimony to 
Pauline’s hard work and 
her teacher’s skills that 
those who are still mem¬ 
bers at RAF St Athan are 
good, respectable club 
members with low hand¬ 
icaps; one being a past 
club champion and one 
who is now chairman of 
play - succession plan¬ 
ning to say the least. 

A number of years 
ago, Pauline was 
involved in a horrific car 
accident where she suf¬ 
fered very serious 
injuries to her neck and 
back. 

It was touch and go if 
she would survive, but 
despite spending many 
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ABOVE: Mrs Pauline James has 
been a member since 1980. 


months in a wheelchair, 
she eventually ‘got back 
on her feet’. 

While golf was on the 
back burner for a long 
time, she still endeav¬ 
oured to make a come¬ 
back, even though it was 
never to be to the same 
standard. 

Pauline now finds it 
difficult to play even 
five holes, but neverthe¬ 
less continues to support 
all sections within the 
club; checking competi¬ 
tion score cards for 
events such as captain’s 
day, the Des Cole 
Shield, and members 
and guests, always falls 
upon Pauline. 

Due to this continued 
support, the work over 


the previous 32 years, 
and the possibility that 
the club may lose 
Pauline as a playing 
member, the directors, 
committee and members 
have decided to award 
the first honorary life 
membership to a lady 
member, Mrs Pauline 
Lewis. 

It was unanimously 
decided that the club is 
far richer by having 
Pauline’s presence and 
her smile around! 

RAF St Athan Golf 
Club welcomes new 
social and playing mem¬ 
bers. For further infor¬ 
mation, contact the club 
manager (01446 

751043). 

CAROL MORGAN 



FoBB volunteers at Watch Tower Bay, The Knap, with all their cleaning gear. 

‘Beach-clean protects wildlife’ 


BARRY-based environ¬ 
mental group Friends of 
Barry Beaches (FoBB) will 
be holding its next beach 
clean on Sunday, 
November 25 at 
Porthkerry Beach, meet¬ 
ing adjacent the Forest 


Cafe at 3pm. 

All volunteers welcome to 
spend an hour helping to clean 
the beach, but remember to 
wrap up warm and wear stur¬ 
dy boots. 

FoBB co-ordinator, Coun 
Rob Curtis, said: “Once again, 
we need as many eco-volun- 
teers as possible to help clean 


Porthkerry Beach. Our volun¬ 
teers are our real strength, 
without them we could achieve 
nothing. 

“Helping to clear litter from 
our beaches is a really positive 
thing to do and protects our 
marine mammals and birds.” 

RC 


Conference 
wants to 
re-balance 
Lottery funds 


FIRST MINISTER 
Carwyn Jones will 
visit Porthcawl 
tomorrow (Friday, 
November 23) when 
the Grand Pavilion 
hosts a meeting of 
the Industrial 
Communities 
Alliance. 

An all-party associa¬ 
tion which campaigns on 
behalf of local authori¬ 
ties in the industrial 
areas of Wales, England 
and Scotland, the 
alliance features 65 local 
authorities, including 10 
from Wales. 

Among the issues that 
the alliance will discuss 
is a 10-point plan for 
reviving the British 
economy, and why so 
little lottery funding 
comes to the industrial 
areas of Britain. 

Between 1995 and 
2012, Bridgend county 
borough received an 
average of £219 of lot¬ 
tery funding per person, 
while Manchester 
Central received £5,201 
per head, Birmingham 
Ladywood £4,405 per 
person and Glasgow 
Central £3,506 per head. 

Overall, Britain’s 
industrial areas only 
received about 60 per 


cent of the British aver¬ 
age funding per head. 

Delegates will be wel¬ 
comed by the Mayor of 
Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough, Coun Marlene 
Thomas, on the 
Thursday evening before 
the meeting. 

Coun Phillip White, 
cabinet member for 
communities at BCBC 
and a member of the 
alliance’s regional exec¬ 
utive, said: “The alliance 
hasn’t had a full meeting 
in Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough for many years and 
it is a pleasure to host 
them. 

“As well as bringing 
fresh visitors to the 
resort, I am particularly 
pleased that the First 
Minister will be attend¬ 
ing this event. 

“It will give a boost to 
the alliance’s work in 
Wales in promoting the 
interests of industrial 
areas such as those once 
dependent on coal, and 
those still reliant on 
manufacturing and 
heavy industries such as 
steel. 

“As a country, we 
have become over¬ 
dependent on financial 
services concentrated in 
the London area, and it 
is time to re-balance the 
economy.” 


Barry girl wins 
apprentice award 



Amy Strange receives her award. 


BARRY girl Amy 
Strange, a third- 
year aeronautical 
engineering appren¬ 
tice with General 
Electric, has stood 
out as a committed 
and highly motivat¬ 
ed individual, win¬ 
ning apprentice of 
the year at Coleg 


Who wants to build what , and where? 


Mr Ken Shapley - 3 Cosmeston 
Cottages, Lavernock Road, Penarth - 

Construction of a small two-bed cottage 
in plot at rear of 3 Cosmeston Cottages. 
Presently unused and overgrown at 
Lavernock Road. The proposed accessed 
via a private drive having repositioned 
crossover. Two parking spaces and turn¬ 
ing space provided while still retaining 
three parking spaces and amenity space 
for existing No. 3. 

Mr Matthew Jones - 77 High Street, 
Cowbridge - Replace rotten sash win¬ 
dows to ground floor front elevation with 
timber sash windows on a like-for-like 
basis. 

Mr Philip Nedin - 6 Robinswood Close, 
Penarth - Conversion of existing 
attached single storey garage. 

J V Tree Services - Riversdale, 


Causeway, Llanblethian, Cowbridge - 

30 per cent reduction of lime tree, 
removal of two birch trees and reduction 
of Holm oak and two maple trees. 

Mr and Mrs Daniels - 5 Dyffryn Close, 
St Nicholas, Cardiff - Demolition of 
existing timber conservatory and replace¬ 
ment with new steel framed, slated roof, 
PVCu conservatory. 

Kingfisher Developments (Wales) - 9 
Wine Street, Llantwit Major - Change 
of use; front ground floor, retained as 
office. Rear ground floor, one bedroom 
flat with kitchen and bathroom. First 
floor, one bedroom flat with kitchen and 
bathroom. 

Mr Gerald Keen - Hendrewennol, 
Bonvilston - Erection of a timber framed 
barn for use by customers to purchase 
fruit and related produce, and refresh¬ 


ments. 

Ms S Myers and Mr R Law - West 
Aberthaw Farm, St Athan - Repair and 
refurbishment works to listed farmhouse; 
reslating with natural slate replacement 
rainwater goods, drainage lime mortar 
pointing, lime wash and render repairs, 
forming a new storm porch, replacing 
joinery with traditionally detailed sec¬ 
tions, modifying pitch to roof of 1970s 
East kitchen, internal repairs, regrading 
ground at rear where existing concrete 
channel is inadequate to prevent serious 
issues of dampness. Pointing and refur¬ 
bishment of chimneys, etc. 

Mrs Nicola Richards - Tudor Lodge, 
Bonvilston - Extension of existing wall at 
access, with a stone faced low wall with 
stone piers at approximately 2m centres 
and a close boarded timber infill fence. 


Morgannwg. 

She gained recogni¬ 
tion from the company 
for being the first 
apprentice ever to 
achieve all 11 distinc¬ 
tions, was presented 
with the engineering 
award from Coleg 
Morgannwg for highest 
achiever, had her Welsh 
Baccalaureate used as 
an exemplary example 
for the college, and has 
now been awarded the 
highly-coveted EEF 
Manufacturing Award 
for Outstanding 
Achievement by a 
Second Year Apprentice 
in Wales for her work 
last year. 

Amy thanked GE 
Aviation Wales for their 
continued support and 
guidance throughout her 
apprenticeship so far, 
and expressed her 
thanks to Coleg 
Morgannwg, her parents 
Margaret and Tim, and 
her partner Charlotte, 
for motivating and 
encouraging her along 
the way. AS 


Porthcawl 
singer to 
raise funds 
for charity 
project 



Catherine Walters taking a curtain call 
after Porthcawl Comprehensive School’s 
production of Les Miserables, where she 
played Fantine. 

Photograph by MALCOLM NUGENT 


A PORTHCAWL 
girl has just five 
weeks to raise £800 
to support a project 
that tackles poverty 
in Bangladesh. 

Catherine Walters, 19, 
of Nottage, is planning to 
travel to Bangladesh in 
January to work on a 
development programme 
for three months. 

Catherine will team up 
with Bangladeshi volun¬ 
teers to tackle some of 
the problems facing the 
community, after getting 
a place on the govern- 
ment-funded 
International Citizen 
Service (ICS). 

ICS allows young peo¬ 
ple aged 18-25 to con¬ 
tribute to long-term 
development projects in 
countries like Burkina 
Faso, Sierra Leone and 
Nepal. 

The scheme offers 
young people the chance 
to develop personally 
and learn about team 
working and leadership 
on projects that are of 
genuine value to commu¬ 
nities around the world. 

On return to the UK, 
ICS volunteers undertake 
an ‘Action at Home 
Project’, ensuring that 
their new skills also ben¬ 
efit their local communi¬ 
ties. 

Catherine, who is a 
familiar face at musical 
and drama productions 
with both Porthcawl 
Comprehensive School 
and PAODS, is now keen 
to use her experience to 
aid her fundraising. 

She is asking for help 
in finding venues for 
concerts over the 
Christmas and New Year 
period, and for donations 
of prizes which can be 
raffled. 

Catherine said: “I’ve 
been working hard busk¬ 
ing in the area and have 
been overwhelmed by 
people’s generosity. 
Christmas is a time for 
giving and I’m so glad 
that people want to help 
me to help others! 

“The project I’m 
working on is run by the 
development charity, 
Voluntary Services 
Overseas (VSO), and 


aims to tackle poverty- 
related issues such as 
health and hygiene, 
access to water, agricul¬ 
ture and education. 

“This is a unique 
opportunity to work 
alongside people from a 
different culture who 
have requested help from 
young volunteers to fight 
poverty and make a dif¬ 
ference where it’s needed 
most. 

To sponsor Catherine, 
visit: 
just giving. com/Catherine 
-Waltersl. Alternatively, 
if you would like to offer 
assistance by donating a 
venue, prize or service, 
e-mail: catherine-wal- 
ters @ hotmail. com. 

To find out more about 
ICS or to apply, visit: 
www.ics-uk.org.uk or 
call 0208 780 7400. 

Church 
bazaar 
in Holton 
Road 

THE Parish of 
Cadoxton-juxta- 
Barry is holding its 
annual bazaar on 
Saturday, 
November 24 at 
11am in St Mary’s 
Church, Holton 
Road, Barry. 

A spokeswoman said: 
“This year we have a 
very special visitor who 
is flying in from Lapland, 
so come along and visit 
Santa in his Grotto. His 
elves will be with him 
and there will be a gift 
for everyone who visits 
him. 

“We have lots of fun 
games for the children, 
face painting, and a bran 
tub. For the adults there 
are stalls galore with 
white elephant, bottle, 
cans, cakes, jewellery, 
Christmas gifts, toys, 
and, of course, refresh¬ 
ments. 

“The prize draw has a 
first prize of a £50 
Christmas hamper, plus 
many more prizes. 
Admission “50p - all 
children free.” 
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On a still, quiet day, St Athan pays its own 


tribute to those who sacrificed their lives 


ST ATHAN can be 
one of the most 
exposed areas for a 
Remembrance 
Sunday event, but 
this year the air was 
still and the skies 
were clear. 

A large turn-out 
of villagers, young 
and old, were 
joined by Nicola 
Gibson,Deputy 
Lieutenant of South 
Glamorgan, and 
representatives of 
MoD St Athan. 








TALK ON 
RNLI 

THE Llancarfan 
Tuesday Club met on 
Tuesday, November 
20 in the village hall, 
when Vicky Phillips 
of the RNLI, gave a 
talk entitled ( Call the 
Lifeboat’. 

Non-members are 
welcome to come to 
the club’s talks. 


Mike’s birds-eye view of Vale! 


ON Thursday, November 1, 
members of St Nicholas WI 
met for their monthly meeting. 

The guest speaker was Mike 
Wilcock, whose illustrated presenta¬ 
tion proved, as usual, to be informa¬ 
tive, interesting and exciting in many 
ways. 

We saw some amazing sights of 
Cardiff and the Vale, taken from and 
during an airship flight. 

In the presentation, Mike also 
included a visual description of his 
train journey from Glasgow to London 
with many humorous tales of travel¬ 


ling at 130mph. 

The competition, ‘A photograph 
taken in the Vale’, was won by Viv 
Hayes, with Jean Pontin taking second 
place. 

The vote of thanks was given by 
Wendy Lowe, and the raffle by 
Marjorie Banks. 

The business meeting was chaired 
by president Ann Bryant. The 
newsletter was discussed and we were 
reminded that our next meeting will be 
the Christmas party, when the host¬ 
esses will be the committee. EE 
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APPLICATION DEADLINE: 5:00PM 28 November 2012 



HOTLINE 

01448 709840 


To apply call the hotline, e-mail us at 

HOMES4Uevaleofglamorgan.gov.uk 

or apply in wrrting to: 
Vale of Glamorgan Council 
Legal, Public Protection and Housing Department 
Civic Offices Holton Road, Barry CF63 4RU or 
Newydd Housing Association 
121 Broad Street. Barry CF62 7AL 
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Maes llltuds, Llantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms 
Well Presented 
Conservatory 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£125, 



Greys Drive, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Family Home 
View Today 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£129,950 



Gileston Road, St Athan 

2 Bedrooms Plus Nursery 
View of the Fields 
Conservatory 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£134,950 




Glebeland Place, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Family Home 
Good Location 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£134,999 



Church Meadow, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 

Modernised and Updated 
Family Home 

Call Simon 01446 791963 



Warlow Close, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 

Well Presented Family Home 
No Onward Chain 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£149,950 



Georgian Close, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
No Onward Chain 
Call Today To View 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£156,950 



St Johns View, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Well Presented 
Village Location 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£165, 



Eurgan Close, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
South Side Location 
View Today 

Call Simon 01446 791963 



Harding Close, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 
Well Presented 
South Facing Rear Garden 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£219,950 



Ceredwyn Cottage, Llantwit Major 

2 Double Bedrooms 
Renovated Throughout 
View Today 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£227,500 



Whitewell Drive, Llantwit Major 

5 Bedrooms 

Extended Detached Family Home 
Southerly Rear Garden 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


Attention Landlords... 

Full management can reduce stress and improve profit 


l itk %ti«!a ftn »*: y*4:i 

Zo*o to«c4f>:c tv twr< ;sj«mcrr 

A rpii4t«»d #rrg .th »t«pi ilMrstwrfc 

rr^rWctmo 


Sntxim tTM’kmri; 

Gtafnof'gon 3&J 'Tjrnrt'fl 

WTitWi 

Fiji indudtaQ cunvit 


IV(J <« nr tMinitl 

Cw 20 kjttnj Doedcnce 


From a MXik props rtf to a lai po portfcAa. our ARLA qualltad lumber can p* ovklo 

tr*M* wlvice on a property or n potential pnrrhaoo \ 

Claire Edwards MARLA - 01446 791 966 or 07847 888 730 ARLA 


Rhoose 

Llantwit Major 01446 792020 
Barry 

sales@chris-davies.co.uk 


Lets! 


Magpie Road, St Athan - £495 pcm 
Two bedrooms, kitchen/diner, rear garden. 

Starling Road, St Athan - £495 pcm 
Two bedrooms,mid link, kitchen/diner. 

Fontygary Road, Rhoose - £500 pcm 
Two bedrooms, new bathroom, large lounge 

Scott Close, St Athan - £500 pcm 
Three bedrooms, kitchen/diner, GCH 

Lougher Place, St Athan - £525 pcm 
Two bedrooms, private garden, 
allocated parking 

Greenway Court, Barry - £550 pcm 

Two bedrooms, kitchen/diner, enclosed garden. 

Crawshay Drive, Llantwit Major - £550 pcm 
Two bedrooms, front and rear gardens, 
gas central heating. 

Mallory Close, St Athan - £550 pcm 
Three bedrooms, kitchen/diner, 
enclosed rear garden 

Murlande Way, Rhoose - £550 pcm 
Two bedrooms, shower room, front and 
rear gardens. 

Murlande Way, Rhoose - £555 pcm 
Two bedrooms, drive and GCH. 

Murlande Way, Rhoose - £575 pcm 

Two bedrooms, shower room, fitted kitchen. 

Kendrick Road, Barry - £560 pcm 

Three bedrooms, 2 reception rooms, gardens. 

Manor Park, Llantwit Major - £625 pcm 
Three bedrooms, detached property, two 
receptions, garage and driveway. 

Glamorgan Street, Barry - £675 pcm 
Three bedrooms, large reception rooms, 
first floor bathoom. 

Llys Dwynwen, Llantwit Major - £675 pcm 

Heol Y Dryw, Rhoose Point - £695 pcm 
Three bedrooms, En Suite, Parking 

Claude Road West, Barry - £700 pcm 
Semi-Detached,Three bedrooms, 

Large rear garden. 

Grange Gardens, Llantwit Major - £925 pcm 
Five bedrooms, Refurbished four piece family 
bathroom, Front and rear gardens. 

Call Claire today to book a free rental valuation 

01446 791966" " 

lettings@chris-davies.co.uk ’ 


SPAIN. 


Ready to buy 
in Sunny Spain? 

If you can proceed 
with cash, or if you need 
a 100% mortgage 
we can help. 

We have bank 
repossessions with prices 
to suit all budgets. 


Call Paul Freephone 
0800 135 7503 






rightmove,..,. 



chris-davies.co.uk 
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New and existing customers - ring for the latest FREE Sky offers 
Free installation of Sky Dish and Sky Box. Free standard installation. 
Halfprice Broadband for 6 months. Cat V extensions HD over Cat V systems 
installed. Digital aerials supplied and installed at competitive prices. 


Sky repairs, adjustments 
and installations. 

/ C ornw u A ConmertiW 
✓ 24 Mcu* T 

S 1? Ntirm .taiiA'viM 

/ MCI App w v»f v*W< <e n 


CALL 
PAUL WILLIAMS 


Vale of Glamorgan 
Bridgend 


Is your ariel installer 
Confederation of Aerial Installers 
Certified? Police Checked? 
Using Industry Benchmark Aerials, 
Cables and Accessories? 


01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 


m 


www.onevisionltd.co.uk 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 

ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07980 702229 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
J55V COVERING ALL AREAS JJJ/ 



ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
Barry 01446 743267 


The Aerial Man (Barry) 

Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 

- Poor Reception Fixed 

KA * • OAP Discounts 

Additional TV Points 
Digital Aerial Installations 
^ Free Home Visits 

Freesat Installations www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

01446 439125 or 07818 413451 



TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 




ACORN __ 

Building & Property Services ISKI^ 

From easing a door or laying your- 

patio to building a new extension. 

Qualifed tradesman with 35 years experience. 

Tel. John 07527 835650 


mi 


L/ * V « V 


im 

GRAB i^“ 

PLANT H IRE LTD 

^■T|TTrW{Ht • New Build • Extensions 
• Driveways • Tarmac 

HffjfimrntfnM • Drop Kerbs 



01446 700535 


www.grabitplanthireltd.co.uk 


d i a mQn d 

Property Services (Wales) 

All electrical work undertaken 
plus a full range of home improvements 
and maintenance services at affordable prices 
with over 25 years experience 
in the building trade. 


Tel. 07980 712 777 


28 


email: diamondpropertyserviceswales@gmail.com 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

• 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

“We do it all” 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance.co.uk 


This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

Probably Wales’ Number I for: 
• Blinds 

•Shutters 

•Awnings f SOlat 
•Canopies bUndS 


SOLAR 

North Road, Bridgend 
Industrial Estate, Bridgend CF31 3TP 

Tel: 01656 663800 

DAYTONA 

Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 

www.solarsunshades.co.uk 


Plan ahead 
for 2013. 
Use the GEM 
to promote 
your business. 
Reach 43,000 
readers and 
be seen 
on the web. 

Call: 

01446 

774484 

The 

GEM 



E 


MILLENNIUM 
BLINDS WALES 


WINTER SPECIAL OFFERS 

Wood Venetian Blinds - Buy 2 get 1 FREE 


20% OFF all other Blinds 

Serving Cardiff and the Vale of Glamorgan 
Fast, Friendly Service 

02920 621111 

Showroom at: 70 Merthyr Road, Whitchurch, Cardiff. 


^sfnnni Eimai 

BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 



VALE BLINDSiwaies,L.d 

SALE NOW ON 


Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 
Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 
Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 
Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 
Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing, 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 735376 
or 07920 195775 


Thu GEM 


BLIND SALE! * 

STARLINE 

Awnings & Blinds 

Unit 3 &4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphill 
CF83 1BQ • www.starline-blinds.co.ul 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE^ 
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GraQ@©3 


Chimney 

Sweep 

C.R. Jose 

Est. 1965 

The Original Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 
HETAS Registered 

Tel 01446 792735 


Excel Sweeps m 

All Chimneys swept - Stoves refurbished 
Cowls fitted - Nests removed 
Fully Insured - Guild Certificates issued 


01446 688141 / 07508 839120 

www.excelsweeps.co.uk 





SOEffiESu 3 ay vl salt 


CtearJoogA 

(famvefficip ^ ' 

Certified with the 

‘Guild of 
Master Sweeps’ 

Efficient, reliable, no mess. 
Insurance certificates issued. 

Tel. 07890 857238 




google me @ 
guildofmastersweeps 



VJ W Hits wood 

D GRIFFITHS 

- we're 

IIK CARPENTRY 

CARPENTRY Ver Y 9 00 ^ 

All Aspects of Carpentry Work Undertaken - Internal and External 

Kitchens •Flooring* Stairs 

Call Rhys 01446 790384 or 07803 696451 

Tiling •Maintenance* Patios 

www.rgriffithscarpentryservices.com 

Call Peter 07749 617322 




ALPHA HOME 
CLEANING SERVICE 

• Professional Carpet 
Cleaning 

• Leather Suites 
Cleaned and Treated 

A good, reliable, prompt 
service, giving the 
highest standards possible. 
Special rates for senior 
citizens. 

01656 788901 or 
07986 450609 


GUTTER CLEANING 



01446 741460 
07830 480569 


The CillM 

01446 
774 484 


1st 



m 


Services 


* 


CHOICE 

CARPET/UPHOLSTERY 

CLEANING 

Professional, Reliable, 
Established. 
Prices you can’t 
afford to miss out on. 

_ Plus... 


Stain & Odour Removal 

FREE 

| with carpet clean 


07930157952 or 
01446 737695/739603 


Quality installation 
of Kitchen and 
Bedroom fittings 
“Local reliable staff'I 

Call Paul now for 
a free quotation 

07568 159619 

prservices2012 @ hotmail.co.uk 

5S.C.D 

Carpentry 

• Doors 

• Laminate Floors 
• Kitchens 
All aspects of 
Carpentry 
Call Steve on 
07737 291444 or 
01446 748164 


®®Q0j|)l]© (gtaaoilg) 


HEATH 


& Dpdrs 


w 


WA&te and 

came aS, ^thfufahd. 

T: 02920 650854 
M: 07703 828 002 

www.heathwindowsltd.co.uk 


AUTUMN - WINTER 

OFFERS 

Established Family Company 
Genuine Offers 
Professional, 

Reliable Service 


FREE BACK 
DOOR 

when you buy 1 x 
front door ana 3 or 
more windows 





Repair 

Specialists 


I Locksmiths I 


Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC and Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am ■ 8 pm (7 days) 


Window Tee UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


MORE 

GARDEN 

SERVICES 

NEXT PAGE 


VALE CARPETS 

*76e (Zoofiet Sdofr 
t/uzt corner to you, 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


hd computer 
Solutions 


■ All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


Washing Machines Electric 
® Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
- Est 1987 - 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 



All Double Glazing Repairs & Maintenance 

• Misted Units inc. 

Bevels & Stains Bridi 

• Broken Handles/ 

Hinges 

• Door Locks Repaired and Upgraded 

• Fully Qualified Locksmith 


www.bndgendwindows.com 


/RE^FIT 

™ (Established Family Business) 

& 


* Septic Tank * 
*Cesspit Emptying * 
* Treatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

floyds@homecall.co.uk 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


INSTJ 

ELECTRI 

Commercial 

* All electrical w 

* Fuse Board Re 

* Repairs 

* Installations 

* Fault Finding 

* Maintenance 

VLL n 

CAL 

& Domestic 

rork undertaken 
placement 

FREE VISUAL 
ELECTRICAL 
SAFETY 
INSPECTION 
AVAILABLE 

FOR HOMES 
& BUSINESSES 

FREE SURVEY = 
AVAILABLE if 

01446 733773 Mr 
07816 091425 SH 


ID.GULLIVER 


tel 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


9 All Internal & External Work 
9 No Job too Small 
9 25 Years Experience 
9 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403853 
Mobile: 07914 056255 


Brian fittley 

DECORATORS 
Interior & Exterior 
Including Coving & Tiling 
Free Estimates 
rhoose 

01446 711817 
07985 663798 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


Dave RefFell 

Electrical Services 

yk ~i-—= 

Domestic 
| 1 I Installer 
I_I Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail. co. uk 




Why renew when you can repair! 

Richard 07518 256743 or 01656 842414 
www.refitlocksmiths.co.uk 



■ ■ ■» 


Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable 

• Insurance Work Undertaken 


^ Domestic and 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering CommerciaC 

01446 771137 & dilatations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: jdrummondl37@gmail.com 


jl‘" Garden & Landscaping Services 

Award Winning Landscapers & Driveway Installers 

• Driveways • Patios • Fencing • Decking 

• Walling • Water Features/Ponds • Turfing 

www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 

For a FREE quote contact 
Nick: 07790 166480 or 01446 710736 

info @ gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 

m 


wr_ TSgqr 1 ■tSE SE 


-iJasiEi ini! 3 ay visas; ;GnH|4ele Lanlni 5erviet>; 


S.M.Vaughari 

■ 

mins errs 

■ Approved Contraao 


ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
ALL ELECTRICAL WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

• Rewires • Sockets • Lights, etc 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, Ty Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


PJ CLARKE 


Bridgend Domestic 
Appliance Repairs 

Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers, 
Dishwashers, etc. Est 1983 
Most makes repaired 
Machines NOT taken away 
Repaired at your own home 
^ Bridgend 659354 ff 07974 120082 


fOCNQ*DI-< MS -7 Ml lIT! irittin : 
■ AM> UKNV • AM 1 5, writs AND WOOS 

TrtrfilMMM : 01444. 4I942K 
4>r 07705 611753 
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Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree priming • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 
Paddock Topping 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


Bridge 

Vale 

Tree Services 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 


HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


@©craa©©3 


35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers 

————— 1 



Heating & 

Plumbing 

Installation 


COMBINATION BOILER & 
LPG SPECIALIST 
Static Homes - Caravans 
Landlord/Gas Safety Certificates 
Competitive Prices 
Reliable Service 


01446 796263 or 07814 394378 

www.gaspservices.co.uk 
gaspservices@yahoo.co.uk 302870 


jmJ 


K&A Services Ltd 


“A family ran business” 


All aspects of general maintenance, 
carpentry, painting, decorating, 
carpet cleaning, gardening, garden 
& household rubbish clearance. 


No task to big or small, just ask! 


Contact: 07970 711879 or 01446 720840 I 




M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job 
too small 
07526 125982" 
or 01446 753503 



CELTIC 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


All aspects of 
plumbing and heating 
work undertaken 


07973 785339 _ 
07956 887536 ® 


BARRY & VALE PLUMBING 

• Taps • Toilets 

• Radiators and everything in between 
FREE ESTIMATES 

07979 967 627 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


Sptdal offer until Christmas 

5 WO 64 Its/lets double-t»4«d folded 1211 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


niiicijsjj §©cros®®|r> cys®®®^ 


HAWKINS 

KITCHEN RENOVATIONS 



Carpentry - Tiling - Plumbing - Decorating 
Multi Coloured LED Lighting 

ALL ASPECTS OF WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

Complete Bespoke Kitchen Refurbishment 

Transform your Kitchen 
before Christmas 

Call Paul on 01446 713813 
or 07701 011158 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


01446 404838 


Si Ivey Roofing 


New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 
www. lvevroofinc.co.uk 

• I 


U. 


J.M.C Ryan & Son 

ROOFING - REPAIRS - CARPENTRY 



DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs •Installation 
Service • Tiling 
07876 506982 dflB 
01446 740176 53440 


DCPlumfonij 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

Gaf Dm v 

MM cm ItMMM 




S.M.Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, Ty Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 



01656 786336 • Mobile: 07801895425 

Email: jmc_ryan@yahoo.com www.jmcryan.co.uk 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 


LANEWISE 
DRIVING SCHOOL 


SPECIAL 
OFFERS 
FOR TOTAL 
BEGINNERS 


01446 719555 
07798 501267 




GAM Plumbing & Heating 

V**™ 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
Combination Boiler Specialist 

P" Annual Boiler Service only £40^£ 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 


®@Q ®d ffitoftsotogj ► 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 




01446 

794266 


Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £10.99 • Ins tructor training 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash courses including test 

• Automatic Vehicles now available 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


PQoailQyillg] ©©Cr^S©©© 


Barry Plumbing 
Services 

safe 

All Plumbing and 200106 
Boiler Work carried out 
24 hour service 
All work guaranteed 

Tel. 07815 781627 


J P EDWARDS 


PLUMBING A 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 


OI444 7MU7 


0771SAOSS2A 

UaUA oi't t tUMit 


GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


M [-fj PLASTERING 

Cowbridge &Vale 


Damp, Internal 
& External Work 
Free Quotes 
01446 734264 
or 07870 519757 


®©Dffl®\!/©QS 


Your local Skip Hire Co. 
for Barry & The Vale 


POSSIBLY THE CHEAPEST 
SKIPS IN SOUTH WALES 


80% of Waste Recycled 


Open: Mon-Fri 
7am - 6pm 


REMOVE RECYCLE RE-USE 

■HlSErSEIH 


Saturday 
8am - 1pm 


Abacus 


;ai 

Skip 


Hire 


Your local skip hire company 
£10 off second skip if both ordered 
within same calendar month 


Mixed Waste or Stone 

2 yard £79 £65 


4 yard £105 
5.5 yard £115 
8 yard £155 
16 yard £240 


16 yard (wood only) £200 


We Buy PVC Windows - We pay up 
to £2.50 per kg for Electrical Cable 


Prices not inc. of VAT or permit, if required. 




INSTAI 

SKIP HIRE LTD. 

i l Mini, Midi & Large 
fc. Builders Skips 

ill Delivered & Collected 

Discount Available 
on Hardcore Skips 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
WASTE COLLECTIONS 

(includes labourers) 

Tipper Hire 
& Digger Hire 
Available 



Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate, 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email installskiphireltdpotmail.co.uk 



St.Athan 

RUBBISH 
& HOUSE 
REMOVALS 


1 Grass Cuttings 
' House Removal 
1 Rubbish Removal 
1 Hedge Trimming 
1 Gutters, Fascia’s 
Cleaned 
1 Free Quotes 


tT 07763 007819 


ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


ardent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 
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| Established oygr 23years 

TiCestyCe 


Martyn Hacker 

SPECIALIST WALL AND FLOOR CERAMIC 


n 


AND NATURAL STONE TILING 
PROFESSIONAL, RELIABLE SERVICE 

07816 668076 or 01446 792676 

martynhacker05@hotmail.co.uk 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 
www.bonnytiler.co.uk 



^cpQmgllM Qcp®dq 


Ogtnore Valley Services 

J OmUWWUIW K -Vf*f 
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WANTED ALL CARS 

Saloons, Hatch, Sports, 4x4, MPV, 
Prestige, Vans, Classic Cars, Etc. 

With or without MoT/Tax. 
Instant Decisions - Instant Cash. 

01446 794866 - 07570 931487 


SCRAP YOUR CAR LEGALLY 

--— 



VEHICLE RECYCLING 
& SCRAP METALS 


We buy any: Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, 
Scrap Metal, Gold and Silver etc. 

UP TO £20,000 CASH PAID 

We will beat any price local lyQJSSSS for: 
Copper, Lead. Brass, Aluminium, 
Stainless Steel, Household Wire, 
Armour Cable, etc. 


ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
the DVLA and 
Environmental 
Agency in 
Barry 


We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 


Call us today on 

01446 701707 

(24 Hours) 



We py you lor your 
Top price *m Mritoe 


Why trash it? Cash it! 

Now Open at Llandow 
Tri 0?»7?11011R 
Emei: hfo^m^rfiftiiv.caiA 



Temporary Distributors 

Required to deliver the BT Phone Book 
in Swansea, Port Tenant, Gorseinon, 
Portmead, Clydach, Morriston, Neath 
Abbey, Neath, Port Talbot, Bridgend and 
surrounding areas. 

Good rates of pay and flexible working hours. 
You will need a car to transport your directories. 

Can 0844 742 1333 

www.thomsondirectories.com/distribution 

Text BTSWAN to 07786 208008 


SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST CfiSH PRICES 

FOR UNWANTED SCRAP 
£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc . .. 

All vehicles are disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 


Part Time 
Administrative 
Position 

Architect Practice. 
Cowbridge area. 
Phone Andrew for details 

07913 151233 


SUTT0NS Auto Salvage 

£125 minimum paid on collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 / 07971 648596 


Sunkissed 

Llantwit Major 

require 

Nail Technician/ 
Beautician 

Please ring for full details 

on 01446 796883 


THE CEDARS 
CARE SERVICE LTD. 

require 

SUPPORT 

WORKERS 

for maternity and relief 
contracts. Experience: NVQ 
preferred (but not essential). 
Training given. 

Please contact 
Tanya Bennett on 

01446 400491 

for more details 



UqikIqw Metals 


| LICENSED FACILITY | 


Enquiries 01446 792669 or 07966171840 


DH Solutions - Vehicle Traders I vStL 

Scrap or not we buy the lot CASH I VVCSl Gild 

of Barry 


FaWtltl minimum - Any vehicle 
with at least 3 months MoT 
in good working order 

MEfl] minimum any vehicle 
up to £50,000 cash paid 


Three Bedroom Terrace 
£600 pem 

Tel: 07581193099 


mum minimum any vehicle 
pre 1993 L Registration 


www.scrapmetal veh icletrader.co. u k 

07785 943145 or 01446 728137 


Company 

requires 
2/3 or 4 Bed 
Property in 
Bridgend or Vale 
to rent. 

Call Jon on 
01656 330065 


fl & H 



KEY FOUND 


on the ground at the 
lights/crossing, 
Cowbridge main street 
beside Jenny Wrens. 
Could be a locker key. 

Call Eileen 01446 774484 

for more information 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

LICENSING ACT 2003 

To whom it may concern. 

We, LITTLE BLUE CAFE 

Ltd., do hereby give notice 
that we have applied to the 
Licensing Authority (Vale of 
Glamorgan Council) for the 
grant of our Premises 
Licence/Club Registration 
Certificate at 86 High 
Street, Barry, known as 
Little Blue Deli. 

The application is to include 
the sale of alcohol on the 
premises. 

Any person wishing to make 
representations in respect of 
this application may do so in 
writing to the Licensing 
Team, Vale of Glamorgan 
Council, Civic Offices, 
Holton Road, Barry CF63 
4RU not later than 28 days 
after November 15, 2012. 
Representations received 
after this date will not be 
considered. 

A copy of the application can 
be viewed at the Civic 
Offices during normal office 
hours. 

It is an offence to knowingly 
or recklessly to make a false 
statement in connection with 
this application - the 
maximum fine on summary 
conviction being £5,000. 

November 16,2012 


ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446 409266 
07885 251742 


FREE 

ANIMAL 

BEDDING 

SHREDDED WOOD FOR 
COWS, HORSES ETC. 

Telephone: 

01446 794885 




W A Brown \ Son 


Funocdl Directors 


CortmciAb* 24 ftoun * 0m f 7 cimy* mwm* 
♦ Fumr* pin 

• VWmextol rmuarvy 

PcfnOroke Mouse. 

College Street Don twit Major ^ 
01446 792 489 ^ 


20ft Internally Stored 

SHIPPING CONTAINER 
FOR RENT 

in a securely fenced, patrolled building 
in Barry. Ideal domestic/business use. 
24/7 access - £30 per week. 

Tel. 07963 022104 


GEM 

01446 774 484 


^wThJPREENE &SON^ 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 




KATE BROWN 

Happy 30th Birthday 

on 25th November 





With lots of love from Gareth and 
all your family (old and new!) 
xxxxxxxxx 


ALAN 

HOPKIN 

Happy 60th 
Birthday Today 
22-11-2012 
Enjoy your day! 
With lots of love 
from Carol xxx 




1 
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Xf Clifford & Vera V# 

TANNER 

Congratulations to our precious Mum & Dad, 
Gramma & Grampy on their 
Diamond Anniversary on 29th November. 

We are all so lucky to 
have you both. 
Lots of love from 
ad the family 
xxx 





WILLIAMS 

Vincent (Vince) 

Mary, Alan and family would like to say thank 
you to all the many relatives and friends who 
attended Vince’s funeral and for the personal 
flowers, messages of sympathy and donations 
received. We would also like to say a special 
thank you to Anthony and staff at A G Adams 
and particularly to Rev Irfon James for his 
words of comfort and support. 


JONES 

Elizabeth Valmai (Val) 

Formerly of Llanfair TH 

Passed away peacefully at home in her sleep with 
her family. Beloved wife of Dr Owen Llewelyn Jones, 
much loved and adored by sons Geraint, Rhys and 
the late Eryl, adored Nain to Seren and Martha, 
will be sadly missed by all. 

Funeral service at Holy Cross Church, Cowbridge on 
Monday, 26th November at 12 noon followed by 
cremation at Coychurch Crematorium. 

No flowers by request, donations in lieu, if desired, 
made payable to the British Red Cross and forwarded 
to the British Red Cross, Ground Floor, River House, 
Cardiff CF15 9SS. 


SMALL 


15th November 2012, peacefully in hospital, 
Robert aged 75 years, of Hurworth. 

Reunited with his loving wife Maureen, much loved 
and greatly missed dad of Elaine, Tracy and Keld, 
loving brother of Deirdre, wonderful grandad of Iona, 
Mairi and Aiden. Funeral Monday 26th November. 
Would friends please meet at 10.45am for service at 
Darlington Crematorium. Family flowers only please. 
Donations, if so desired, to Darlington Stroke Club. 
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ADVERTISE HERE £12 

nc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. 
To take advantage of this 
offer simply either send in 
your description along with 
a cheque for the appropri¬ 
ate amount made payable 
to The Glamorgan GEM’ at 
The GEM, Graig House, 
53 Eastgate, Cowbridge 
CF71 7EL or telephone us 
with your wording by 12 
noon Tuesday. All major 
credit cards accepted. Tel 
01446 774484. Advert 

must contain a residential 
and line telephone num¬ 
ber. You may alter your 
advert as items are sold. 
Sorry no refunds are 
given. 

Ikea Child’s 
Pine Bed 

With mattress - suit¬ 
able up to age 10. 

As new £50. 

Tel 02920 
708793 

Panasonic 37” 
Internet Smart TV 

Full HD, 4 HDMI, 2 

USB, 1 Scart, SD Card, 
Dolby Digital, 4 year 
warranty remaining, can 
be seen working £350. 

Tel: 01446 794510 

2 New uPVC 
Double Tilt &Turn 
Windows 

Wrong style, bought in 
error. 1550cm x 1400cm. 
Need to collect from buyer 
(Barry). Original price £600 

£400 ono 

Tel 01446 74924§ 5/46 

Mahogany Hall 
Table by McNally 

2 drawers, lower shelf, 

107L x 42W x 74H cm. 

As new £80. 

Tel: 01446 760741 

47/48 

3 Ladies Coats 

Size 20. 

1 size 24 £15 each. 
Barbour Wax Jacket and 
Barbour Wax Gilet, both 
large £75 each. 

Ladies dressing gown 
20/22 £15. All new. 

Tel 01446 773819 

45/46 

Padded 

Headboard 

for double bed, peach 
colour, as new. 

Also matching bedroom 
chair £30. 

Tel: 01446 408462 . 

White Door 
Canopy 

Grey apex roof, fibreglass 
£75 ono. Bathroom sink & 
pedestal, new £35 ono. 
Welsh Dresser, fairly good 
condition £50 ono. 

Tel 01446 621162 
07543 151177 45/46 

3 Seater 
Brown Leather 
Settee 

Excellent condition 

£100. 

Tel: 01446 794268 

47/48 

Bathroom 
Cabinet Single door, 
mirrored, white (boxed, 
brand new) £57. 

White Folding 
Shower Seat (boxed, 
brand new) £55. 

Tel 01446 750440 

46/47 

Large Size 
Barbour 
Stockman 
Coat 

As new £80. 

Tel: 01446 775178 

Sprint Master 
Cross Trainer 

Offers. 

Mahogany Pedestal 

Desk 7 drawers, 54” wide 
x 23” deep x 30” high 

£200. 

Tel 01446 794644 
07710 179362 

46/47 

Dining 
Room Table 
& 4 Chairs 

Light wood, good 
condition. £100. 

Tel 07932 947777 

46/47 



pdLffl 
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1995 Reg 

BMW 316i Compact 

Boston Met. Green, taxed, 

MOT till Aug 2013. New shock 
absorbers, new brake pipes, 
new hand brake and steering 
overhaul. FSH, efficient, 
reliable. Good condition. 

£995 ono 
01446 742669 45 

02 FORD KA 
1249cc 3-dr 
Manual 

Met dark blue. 

New MoT, e/w, 
Excellent condition. 

£1,250 ono 
01446 773307 45 

Days Medical 
Strider Powered 
Scooter 

Road legal, lights (front 
and rear), indicators, 
secondary braking sys¬ 
tem. Top of the range. 

£795 Reduced 

01656 662473 46 


BUYING A 
NEW CAR? 

Advertise 
your 
old one 
with us 

Telephone Gareth 

01446 774484 


Blackmill marks Remembrance 
Sunday in the sunshine 



Words and photos by 

MICHAEL RIDLEY 



GEM reader Michael Ridley submitted these 
photographs of the Blackmill Remembrance 
Sunday service. 

He said: “The day went well, the morning 
was dry and the sun was out. The service was 
led by Paran Chapel, the minister was Rev 
Peter Elwood, and the deacons were Mr Bill 
Griffiths and Mr Brian Harris. 

“It was a good turn-out by the local people 
of Blackmill.” 



Carer invites readers 

GET ‘BREATHLESS 
IN BRIDGEND’ 


BRIDGEND resi¬ 
dent Elin Jones, 
who cared for her 
husband during a 
long period of ill- 
health, is encour¬ 
aging people to get 
‘Breathless in 
Bridgend’ - a joint 
initiative between 
ABMU Health 
Board and the 
British Lung 
Foundation Wales. 

On November 28, 
from lpm-3pm, she 
will be in attendance 
at an event in Maesteg 
Leisure Centre called 
‘Breathless in 
Bridgend’, where she 
will be joined by other 
members of her 
Breathe Easy group, 
to let people know of 
the help and support 
that is available for 
the one in five people 
in Wales affected by 
lung disease. 

In 2008, after 
already having a diag¬ 
nosis of chronic 
breathing problems, 
her husband, 

Rheinallt, was diag¬ 
nosed with Interstitial 
Pulmonary Fibrosis. 

The condition, 
which has no known 
cause or current treat¬ 
ment, had a profound 
impact on their day- 
to-day living, until 
Rheinallt sadly passed 
away in March of this 
year. 

Elin used to work as 
a secretary in St 
Fagans Museum, and 
has spent the last few 
years caring for her 
husband who became 
increasingly breathless 
as a result of his lung 
condition. 

In 2009, they start¬ 
ed to attend the local 
Breathe Easy group 


together, which is sup¬ 
ported by the British 
Lung Foundation. The 
group provides valu¬ 
able social support, as 
well as providing 
opportunities to hear 
from guest health and 
community speakers 
about what people can 
do to improve their 
quality of life. 

Elin Jones said: 
“The group quickly 
became very impor¬ 
tant to us. It was good 
to meet other people 
who share the same 
experiences and every¬ 
day difficulties that 
are faced by people 
with lung disease. 

“As a carer, it was 
useful for me to attend 
to try and understand 
what my husband was 
going through, physi¬ 
cally and emotional¬ 
ly.” 

Elin is still attend¬ 
ing the group, which 
has provided many 
enjoyable memories 
and brought her lots 
of friends. 

Now she wants 
other people to receive 
the same support and 
advice as she has. 

Elin continued: “I 
want everyone in the 
area who has a lung 
condition to come 
along to Maesteg 
Leisure Centre - 
whether it’s asthma, 
COPD, IPF, or lung 
cancer - there is sup¬ 


port out there for 
you.” 

Chris Mulholland, 
head of British Lung 
Foundation Wales, 
added: “There were 
46,218 emergency 
admissions for respi¬ 
ratory disease in 
Wales last year. 

“We hope to inform 
people of the help and 
support that is freely 
available in communi¬ 
ties across Wales, how 
they can better man¬ 
age their condition, 
reduce that feeling of 
isolation - and, hope¬ 
fully, reduce the 
chances of people hav¬ 
ing to be admitted to 
hospital.” 

Amongst those on 
hand with advice will 
be: Breathe Easy, com¬ 
munity pharmacy, NHS 
Direct, EPP Cymru, 
Bridgend Carers 
Centre, Fire Service, 
the Health Board 
Community 
Respiratory Team, 
Public Health Wales, 
Care & Repair, Red 
Cross, Age Concern, 
National Exercise 
Referral Scheme, and 
Maesteg Leisure 
Centre. 

Breathe Easy 
Bridgend meet on the 
third Tuesday of each 
month, from 2pm-4pm, 
at Coity High 
Community Centre, 
Heol West Plas, 
Litchard, Bridgend. 


Festive crafts 

ON November 28 at 6.30pm, St Richard Gwyn 
Catholic High School will be opening its doors 
to the public for the Christmas fair. 

As part of the year-10 students’ Welsh 
Baccalaureate enterprise, they have been busy 
creating everything crafty for the perfect 
Christmas. There will be a special visit from 
Santa with the opportunity to have photos taken 
with him in the grotto. 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 


Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 
Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) 
(Wales) Order 2012 

Listed Building Consent / Caniatad Adeilad Rhestrediq 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 

Location :/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 


Location :/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


2012/01165/LBC 

Demolition, alteration and extension works to 
apartment Nos. 1- 3 Llandough Castle Flats 
1-3, Llandough Castle Flats, Llandough 

Grade II 


2012/01178/LBC 

Replace rotten sash windows to ground floor front 
elevation with timber sash windows on a like for like 
basis 

77, High Street, Cowbridge 
Grade II 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 


Location :/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 

Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


2012/01185/LBC 

Repair and refurbishment works to listed farmhouse: 
reslating with natural slate replacement rainwater 
goods, drainage lime mortar pointing, lime wash and 
render repairs, forming a new storm porch, replacing 
joinery with traditionally detailed sections, modifying 
pitch to roof of 1970s East Kitchen, internal repairs, 
regrading ground at rear where existing concrete 
channel is inadequate to prevent serious issues of 
dampness. Pointing and refurbishment of chimneys 
etc. 

West Aberthaw Farm, St, Athan 
Grade II 


2012/01208/LBC 

Erection of a single storey timber framed orangery 
replacing existing extension and garage. 
Swanbridge House, St. Marys Well Bay Road, 
Swanbridge, Penarth 

Grade II 


May affect a Public Right of Way / 

Gall effeithio ar HawITramwy Cyhoeddus 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 2012/01152/FUL 

Proposak/Cynnig: Dwelling house with treatment plant drainage and 

access, in connection with racing stables 
Location:/Lleoliad: Pant Wilkin Stables, Aberthin, Cowbridge 


Details may be inspected for 21 days at the address given below, or 

via http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Gall manylion eu harchwilio am 21 diwrnod yn y cyfeiriad a roddir 
isod, neu drwy http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 


Dated / Dyddiedig: 22nd November, 2012 

M. Goldsworthy, Operational Manager Development & Building Control, 
Vale of Glamorgan Council, Dock Office, Barry. CF63 4RT 
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Sixth form pupils compete in football 
friendly graced by two ‘wonder goals’ 



COWBRIDGE 
sixth form pupils 
recently took part 
in a friendly foot¬ 
ball game that was 
organised by the 
pupils themselves. 

Mr Thomas and Mr 
Hopkins were on hand 
to ensure fair play and 
keep the large crowd 
under control during the 
KS4 lunch hour. 

Although the score 
ended with an emphatic 
win for the white team, 
special mention must go 
to Adam Roscrow for 
scoring two wonder 
goals. 

Jake Hill Anderson 
also converted from the 
halfway line in what 
must go down as one of 
the luckiest goals ever 
witnessed at the 
‘Theatre of 
Nightmares’! 

Well done to both 
sets of players and man¬ 
agers for making the 
game enjoyable and 
friendly. 

Hockey 
THE senior hockey 
team played their 
first match of the 
season against 
Brynteg after a 
number of cancel¬ 
lations. 

The team were made 
up of year-10-13 girls 
and Brynteg had a simi¬ 
lar composition. 

In the first half, Rosa 
Hartman scored a great 
goal after much of the 
game being fifty-fifty in 
possession. In the sec¬ 
ond half, Brynteg domi¬ 
nated the first 10 min¬ 
utes; goalkeeper 
Hannah Lee saving a 
number of high speed 
shots. 

Elbe Eddy-Williams, 
Katie Wynne, Eliza 
Smith, Laura Howells 
and Laurie Thomas also 
played well in defence, 
but Brynteg snatched a 
goal, making it 1-1. 

Izzy Eddy-Williams, 
Olivia Brown, Rachel 
Bradshaw, Hannah 


Lister-Sims, Rosa 
Hartman, Evie 
Williams, and Romy 
Killick all played well 
in attack and midfield. 

Rosa Hartman took 
an opportunity and 
scored another great 
goal, making the final 
score 2-1, earning her 
the ‘player of the 
match’ title. 

The year-8 and year- 
9 hockey teams played 
against a mixed 8/9 St 
Cyres team. Year-9 
played first, and the 
attack and midfield of 
Seren Allin, Cerys 
Bradshaw, Jemma 
Viney, Genevieve Kirk, 
Izzy Fisher and Ella 
Jones did most of the 
work attacking the goal. 

The defence of 
Sophia Harpin, Megan 
Duncombe and Molly 
Price were all moved 
from defence for the 
final five minutes of the 
first half. It was 4-0 at 
the end of the half, with 
goals from Cerys, Seren 
and two from Jemma. 

In the second half, 
the year-8 team played. 
Sophie Oddy was given 
player of the match for 
her excellent contribu¬ 
tion in defence, stop¬ 
ping St Cyres entering 
their attacking area. 
Hannah Sloan, Robyn 
Edwards and Selina 
Radcliffe all played 
well in attack with 
Selina scoring two 
goals. Well done to both 
teams! 

Netball 

THE year-9 and 10 
netball teams 
played Bro 
Morgannwg away 
on Tuesday, 
November 6. 

The year-10s played 
first and got off to a 
somewhat shaky start. 
Basic handling errors 
enabled the Bro 
Morgannwg girls to 
remain in a tight match 
and the score was level 
3-3 at half-time. 

In the second half, 
the Cowbridge girls 


regained their compo¬ 
sure, worked hard to 
drive forward for the 
ball, and cut out the 
unforced errors. 

Excellent defence 
from Sally Gambling at 
GK, Rebecca Thomas at 
GD and Hannah Lister- 
Sims at WD forced Bro 
out of the game and 
enabled the Cowbridge 
attack to take advantage 
of the turnovers. 

A strong second half 
resulted in an excellent 
11-5 win for 
Cowbridge. Well done 
to all the girls! 

Team: GS - Laura 
Young; GA - Kim 
Jerwood; WA - Evie 
Williams; C - Ellie 
Eddy-Williams; WD - 
Hannah Lister-Sims; 

GD - Rebecca Thomas; 
GK - Sally Gambling. 

The year-9 game got 
off to an equally slow 
start, probably due to 
the cold weather, but 
Cowbridge soon found 
their stride and led 5-3 
at half-time. 

In the second half, 
outstanding intercep¬ 
tions from Bethan 
Swallow at GD kept 
Cowbridge in the game 
and ensured the ball 
remained predominantly 
in the attacking half. 

Very accurate shoot¬ 
ing from Olivia Jones at 
GA and Lucy Housley 
at GS enabled 
Cowbridge to forge 
ahead and secure a 12-6 
win. Well done to all 
the girls! 

Team: GS - Lucy 
Housley; GA - Olivia 
Jones; WA - Annie 
Lloyd; C - Maya Bell; 
WD - Niamh Jenkins; 
GD - Bethan Swallow; 
GK - Emma 

Players of the Match: 
year-10 - Hannah 
Lister-Sims, year-9 - 
Beth Swallow and 
Annie Lloyd. 

Rugby 

ON Tuesday, 
November 6, the 
year-8 rugby team 
played Plasmawr. 


Cowbridge were the 
undefeated champions 
of the Vale last year, 
and Plasmawr were the 
undefeated champions 
of Cardiff. This made 
for a hotly contested 
game, one of huge brag¬ 
ging rights. 

The game kicked off, 
and straight from the 
start it was apparent 
that Plasmawr were a 
team whose calibre we 
had never come across 
before. Within five min¬ 
utes, they had scored 
their first try, one which 
could have been avoid¬ 
ed. Plasmawr led 5-0. 

Cowbridge made 
their way up into the 
Plasmawr half, with a 
number of great runs 
from Rhydian Williams, 
but could not turn this 
territory into points. 

The blindside flanker 
for Plasmawr was steal¬ 
ing ball and gaining a 
lot of hard yards. After 
another turnover, 
Plasmawr spread the 
ball wide to their dan¬ 
ger blindside flanker, 
who powered over to 
make the score 12-0. 

Cowbridge, who had 
only conceded two tries 
in all competitions last 
year, had conceded this 
amount in 15 minutes 
and were shell-shocked. 

The end of the first 
half was very close, 
with Sam Corkill and 
Rhydian Williams put¬ 
ting in some magnifi¬ 
cent hits, but try as they 
might, they could not 
keep Plasmawr out. 

Again, from another 
turnover ball, 

Cowbridge’s defence 
was not organised, and 
Plasmawr threw the ball 
wide and scored in the 
corner for a devastating 
blow before half-time. 

The second half was 
a different story. 
Cowbridge had learnt 
their mistakes of over 
committing to the rucks 
and not fanning out 
enough in defence. 

Plasmawr were the 


first to score in the sec¬ 
ond half through an 
unlucky bounce of the 
ball. It made its way to 
the winger, who ran up 
the touchline for an 
early try. 

Cowbridge, unhappy 
with how the game had 
progressed, showed 
their grit and determina¬ 
tion, and were looking a 
much better side. 

They were making 
good ground down the 
field, with bursting runs 
from Tom Williams, 
James Guard, Jack 
Roberts, Sam and 
Rhydian. 

With a scrum on the 
five yard line, 
Cowbridge were in 
prime position to get 
some points on the 
board. Rhys Durlucia 
picked up the ball from 
the No8 position and 
crashed over. 

The score was 24-5, 
and that is how the 
game ended. 

Player of the Match: 
Rhydian Williams and 
Sam Corkill. 

On Monday, 
November 5, the year-7 
rugby team played 
Plasmawr with both 
schools distinguished 
for their excellent rugby 
teams. 

Cowbridge started 
well with a try in the 
first few minutes. The 
forwards sucked all the 
defence in with a cou¬ 
ple of bursts around the 
ruck area. 

Noticing this, loan 
Williams and Evan 
Thomas spread the ball 
wide for Edward Lewis 
to run in an easy try 
from the 22 metre line. 
The try was excellently 
converted by loan 
Williams. 

Cowbridge were 
looking like a very 
good side, turning ball 
over and gaining 
ground at will. The sec¬ 
ond try came from 
Ruben Williams, who 
drove his way through a 
number of tacklers and 


dived over the line. 
Again, the try was 
excellently converted 
by loan. 

The boys did not stop 
there. Straight from the 
restart, they began to 
put together some love¬ 
ly rugby, changing from 
strong midfield runs to 
great hands out to the 
flanks. Michael Bosley 
extended the lead with a 
try in the corner from a 
well-taken overlap. 

The second half was 


approaching, but not 
before Ben Jones 
picked up a loose ball 
and flopped over the 
line for another try. At 
half-time the score was 
31-0 to Cowbridge, and 
they were putting in a 
great all-round perform¬ 
ance. 

A number of changes 
were made in the sec¬ 
ond half, and it was 
brilliant to see all the 
year-7 boys who turned 
out (keep it up boys). 


Ruben Williams led 
by example and scored 
a try that involved a 
few bits of skill, and a 
few bits of aggression 
and strength. 

Evan Thomas sup¬ 
plied the conversion. 

Plasmawr pulled two 
late tries back, but the 
game was already won. 
Well done year-7! 

Player of the match: 
Michael Bosley, Barney 
Langton-Cryer, Barty 
Norton and Ruban 
Williams. 


Lacklustre Llantwit 
take three points 


FOLLOWING a good per¬ 
formance at home last week¬ 
end, Llantwit Major AFC 
travelled to the Leckwith 
Stadium on Saturday to play 
Cardiff Grange Harlequins. 

Unfortunately, on a bright sunny 
day in Cardiff, it was only the weather 
that could be praised as it was a lack¬ 
lustre performance by the Major 
against lower placed opposition on a 
well prepared pitch and was a great 
disappointment to those who had trav¬ 
elled for this Welsh League fixture. 

Early chances were squandered by 
several of the visiting team in the first 
30 minutes but the worst of these was 
when Tom Rees blasted a shot over the 
bar from 2 yards out. 

It was 35 minutes before the 
Harlequins had a shot at goal and after 
that first good chance they had a good 
spell of play either side of half-time 
creating several good goal scoring 
chances and keeping the Major pegged 
in their own half. 

The home side had another great 


shot which struck the bar with force 
and fortunately for Major the ball 
bounced clear; it was further cleared 
up-field and played through to leading 
scorer Nash, in an offside position 
which was not spotted by the referee; 
he rounded the keeper and shot but the 
ball struck the post and out of play. 

The Major then took the lead with a 
fluke of a goal which came from a 
cross by Rhys Gould, the keeper mis¬ 
handled and the ball fell onto the back 
of a defender and over the line. 

Shortly after, the Major won a cor¬ 
ner and it was taken long by Tom 
Rees; he curled the ball in towards the 
goal and it went over the heads of the 
defenders and also the outstretched 
arms of the keeper and into the goal 
thus fully redeeming himself for his 
first half miss. 

A fortunate result for Llantwit 
Major AFC, however, a win is a win 
and 12 points from their last four 
games takes the Major into third place 
in the league table. 

PL 


barry-today.co.u k 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
Mantwit-major-today.co.uk 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 
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Features, What’s On, 
Jobs, Motors.... 


Bridgend’s Alternative to main dealer prices... 

MMmmMQ ai™.En 



AM servicing, repairs, 
tyres & MOTs carried 
out annalistic prices 

Fully equipped workshop with the very latest Volvo 

diagnostic technology 

Volvo checklist issued with every service 

Courtesy cars available • Local collection & delivery service 

State of the art showroom with exceptionally 

comfortable waiting area 

Bridgend VOLVO Specialists Ltd, Unit 7-8, North Point, 
Bridgend Industrial Estate CF31 3RX 
www.bvswales.co.uk 
For more information call 01656 769769 
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Great Selection • Top Qua!tty • Best Prices • Special Beals 



1111 BMW 120D M-Sport 5-dr 

If 




Sat nav, Bluetooth, Alloys, Air con, 
park assist 

1010 BMW 320D M-Sport 4-dr 

- M IIM 


£13,995 





Full leather, Bluetooth, Alloys, 
park assist. 


12 62 Ka Edge. Air con, Flame red, delivery miles. 

1161 Ka Studio. Sunrise. 

1111 Ka Edge. Air con, choice. 


FIESTA 


12 62 Fiesta 1 
12 62 Fiesta 1 
12 62 Fiesta 1 
12 62 Fiesta 1 
1212 Fiesta 1 
1212 Fiesta 1 
12 61 Fiesta 1 
12 61 Fiesta 1 
1111 Fiesta 1 
1160 Fiesta 1 
1060 Fiesta 1 
1060 Fiesta 1 
1059 Fiesta 1 
1010 Fiesta 1 
1010 Fiesta 1 
09 09 Fiesta 1 
0656 Fiesta 1 
06 06 Fiesta 1 


.25 Zetec 3-dr. Bluetooth, silver, del miles. 

.2 Style 5-dr. White, del miles. 

.2 Style 3-dr. Frozen white, del miles. 

.25 Style 3-dr. 

.6TDCi Zetec-S. Choice . 

.6TDCi Zetec-S. Bluetooth . 

.6TDCi Zetec-S. Black. 

.25 Edge 3-dr. Sea grey. 

.25 Edge 3-dr. Ink blue. 

.4TDCi Edge 3-dr. Midnight sky. 

.25 Edge 5-dr. Choice. 

.25 Zetec 3-dr. Hot Magenta. 

.25 Edge 3-dr. Vision blue. 

.6TDCi Econetic 5-dr. Air Con. 

.4TDCi Zetec 3-dr. Bluetooth, black. 

.4 Style + 5dr. Choice . 

.25 Zetec 3-dr . 

.25 Style Climate 3-dr. 


.£10395 
. .£8995 
. .£8295 
. .£8695 
.£10995 
.£10995 
.£10,695 
. .£7995 
. .£7495 
. .£7995 
. .£6995 
. .£6695 
. .£6695 
. .£7995 
. .£7395 
. .£6495 
. .£3495 
. .£3495 


FOCUS/FUSION 


12 62 Focus 1.0 Ecoboost 5-dr. Appearance pack. Choice 
12 61 Focus 1.6TDCi Zetec. New model, appearance pack. 

1161 Focus 2.0 TDCi Titanium X 5-dr. Self Parking. 

1161 Focus 1.6 TDCi Sport 5-dr. Nav, Bluetooth. Choice. 
1111 Focus 1.6 TDCi Sport 5-dr. nav, Bluetooth, Vision.. 

1160 Focus 1.6 TDCi Zetec Estate. Moondust. 

09 59 Focus 1.6 Zetec Auto 5-dr. Sea Grey. 

09 59 Focus 1.6 Zetec 5-dr. Ocean blue. 

09 09 Focus 1.6 Zetec 5-dr. Vision . 

0909 Focus 2.0 CC2 Auto. Aqua blue. 

08 58 Focus 1.8 TDCi Zetec 5-dr. Chill silver. 

07 07 Focus 1.6 Sport 5-dr. Silver. 

06 56 Focus 1.6 TDCi Zetec 5-dr. Air Con, Ocean Blue... 
09 59 Fusion 1.4TDCi Zetec 5-dr. Sea Grey. 


MONDEO 


1111 Mondeo 2.0 TDCi Zetec 5-dr. Choice .£10495 

1160 Mondeo 2.0 Sport 5-dr. Nav, B-tooth. Choice .£8995 

07 07 Mondeo 1.8 TDCi Zetec 5-dr. New model .£5995 


S-MAX - KUGA - GALAXY 


1261 Kuga Zetec 2.0TDCi140ps. White. 
10 60 S-Max 2.0 TDCi Zetec MPV. Avalon 
1060Galaxy2.0TDCiZetec. 7seats ... 
09 59 Galaxy 2.3 Zetec Auto. Tango red . 
05 05 C-Max 2.0TDCi Ghia. Sat Nav.... 


.£15695 
.£13995 
.£13995 
.£10995 
. .£3995 


OTHERS 


09 59 Alfa Romeo Mito 1.4Turismo 3-dr. Techno grey. 

07 07 Audi A62.0TDiSE 4-dr. Phantom black. 

1111 BMW 120D M-Sport 5-dr. Comfort pack. 

1010 BMW 320 D M-Sport Tourer. Full leather. 


1010 BMW 320 D M-Sport 4-dr. Full leather, choice.£13995 

.£7995 06 06 BMW1200 S P ort Aut0 5 ' dr . £7995 

£6795 09 59 Citroen C4 Grand Picasso 1.6 TD VTR+ 7-seats ... .£8995 

.£6795 09 59 Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 TD VTR+. Bitter lemon.£6995 

09 09 Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 TD VTR+. Cherry red.£6995 

08 58 Citroen C31.6 HDi Exclusive 5-dr. Silver.£4995 

07 07 Citroen C31.4 Desire 5-dr. Silver.£3995 

05 05 Citroen Picasso 1.6 Desire II.£1995 

09 09 Fiat Grande Punto 1.3D Dynanic 5-dr .£5895 

09 09 Honda Civic 1.8 Type-S GT. Silver.£7495 

04 04 Hyundai Accent 1.6 GSi 5-dr. Silver.£1495 

04 04 Hyundai Accent 1.6 GSi 5-dr. Low miles.£1495 

1060 Mazda2TS2 3-dr. Aircon.£6995 

01Y Mazda MX-51.8 Sport.£1850 

01Y Mazda MX-51.8S Cabriolet. Low miles.£1850 

1111 Mercedes CLS 350 Auto. Blue efficiency.£29995 

09 59 Mercedes C250 Sport Auto. Full leather.£16495 

06 06 Mercedes C200 CDi Sport Coupe Auto.£7495 

03 03 Mini Cooper-S. Chilli Pack.£4495 

02 52 Mini Cooper. Chilli Pack.£2995 

09 59 Mitsubishi Colt CZ21.3 5-dr. White.£4995 

09 59 Nissan Note 1.6 Acenta Auto 5-dr.£5995 

09 59 Nissan Quashqai 1.5DCi Acenta. Cayman blue.£9995 

09 09 Nissan Quashqai 1.6 Acenta + 2 7-Seats.£10995 

09 09 Nissan Quashqai 1.5TDCi Acenta. Pearl black, choice. .£9995 

08 58 Nissan Micra 1.4Tekna 5-dr. Caffe Latte.£5495 

1111 Peugeot 1071.0 Urban 5-dr. Silver.£5695 

10 60 Peugeot 1071.0 Urban 5-dr. Black.£5695 

09 58 Peugeot 308 1.6 SDT 5-dr HDi.£5995 

1111 Peugeot 2071.4S 5-dr. Air con.£5995 

1010 Peugeot 207 SW 1.4S Estate. Black.£5995 

08 58 Peugeot 2071.4S 5-dr. Air con.£5295 

10 60 Renault Clio 1.216v Music 3-dr.£5995 

07 07 Renault Clio 1.2 Expression 5-dr.£3495 

1111 Seat Leon 1.6TDi CR105S 5-dr. Silver.£9495 

10 60 Seat Leon 1.6TDi CR 105S 5-dr. Blue.£8295 

10 59 Skoda 1.6TDi Octavia Elegance.£9495 

08 58 Smart Fortwo Passio 1.0.£4795 

1010 Smart Fortwo Pulse.£5295 

09 59 Toyota 1.0 3-dr. Blue.£5495 

1010 Volvo V70 2.4D SE Estate. Geartronic.£13995 

09 59 VWTouran 1.9TDi SE. 7-Seats .£9995 

09 09 VWTouran 1.9TDi SE. 7-Seats .£9495 

09 09 VW Golf 2.0 TDiS 5-dr.£9495 

09 09 VW Golf 1.4 S 5-dr.£6995 

£7995 10 60 Vauxhall Astra 1.6 SXi 3-dr Privacy.£6295 

. .£8495 05 55 Vauxhall Astra 1.8 Club 5-dr Auto.£3495 

,£14995 08 08 Vauxhall Corsa 1.3 CDTi Breeze 5-dr. Black.£4895 

.£14695 06 56 Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 SXi 3-dr. Black.£2995 


£13995 

£11995 

£15895 

.£9995 

.£9995 

.£9995 

.£6995 

.£6495 

.£6295 

.£7995 

.£6995 

.£4995 

.£4495 

.£6295 






Visit our website www.pwmillar.co.uk 


PORT ROAD EAST, BARRY CF62 9PZ 

Tel Ol 446 733248 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-fRI *6.30, 
SAT *5, SUN 1QJ0-5 
























































































































































































THE GEM - 43 


Thursday, November 22nd, 2012_ www.facebook.com/slatnorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news _ lp 


| Llantwit Major rugby round-up | 

It’s despair for the firsts but the 
Druids continue their fine form 


BISHOPS Fields, Llandaff, has not been 
the happiest of hunting grounds for 
Llantwit in terms of league wins and, 
once again, they slumped to defeat, 24-17, 
after a disastrous first half left them with 
too much to do. 

Llantwit began well and should have been 10 
points up in as many minutes. Scrum half Barry 
Griffiths followed up a perfectly placed diagonal 
kick from fly half Chris Fowler and, though he 
appeared to knock the ball back to the supporting 
Rhys Balmont who touched down, the referee gave 
a defending scrum for a knock on. 

Soon after, Fowler scuffed a penalty wide and 
though Llantwit pressured through their pacey 
backs, too often the last pass did not go to hand or 
the ball carrier held on a fraction too long. 

On the quarter of an hour mark, Llandaff 
launched their first worthwhile attack and finished 
off well with a try in the right-hand comer to take a 
5-0 lead. Although slightly shell shocked, Llantwit 
continued to take the game to their hosts, with full 
back Marcus Pearce putting in a couple of good mns 
to test the home defence. 

A good 10-minute spell saw Llantwit pressure the 
Llandaff line, with forwards Shaun Shea, Dave 
Taylor, Carl Watts and Geraint David driving for the 
try line. Llandaff held out and again caught Llantwit 
on the counter and, although Pearce got back to save 
the day, he was forced to concede a scmm five and 
the Llandaff pack kept it tight to score wide out 
again, to make it 10-0 with 30 minutes played. 

Just when Llantwit supporters thought it could 
not get worse, they conceded a soft converted try 
with the final play of the half when a lineout throw 
on their own line was messed up for the opposition 
flanker to simply catch and fall over the line. 

The second half began in similar vein to the first 
with LLantwit driving off good quality lineout ball 
supplied by Sam Booker and skipper Shea but 
invariably at the ensuing mck they were penalised 
and unable to establish any continuity. 

Rhys Balmont lifted spirits coming in off his 
wing to race downfield but LLantwit were then 
penalised at the ruck in a promising position. Soon 
after full back Pearce was released on a mn down 
the left touchline and he put in a fine kick and chase 
only to be denied by the fingertips of the home full¬ 
back. 

The Llantwit threes continued to launch danger¬ 
ous mns out of their own 22, and earned a good 
position with a series of lineouts and scmms near 
the Llandaff line, with flanker Sam Booker stopped 
inches short and Carl Watts almost forcing his way 
over, but the big experienced Llandaff pack once 
again turned over possession. 

An overdue yellow card for the home second row 
gave Llantwit an edge up front and they made it 
count as Sam Booker took a quick tap near halfway 
before quick hands by the threes released full back 
Pearce on a mn to the corner and he did well to dive 
over with little room to move in. 

This lifted Llantwit, who with a quarter of an 
hour to go, were now back in the game. A brilliant 
centre break by Wise Vakacegu saw him tease 
would be tacklers before giving a n inch perfect pass 
to Rhys Balmont, who crossed in the comer to make 
it 17-10. 

The next score was going to be cmcial and unfor¬ 



tunately for LLantwit it went Llandaff’s way as the 
ball popped out awkwardly from a Llantwit put in at 
a scmm 30 metres out and the Llandaff scmm half 
was quick to dribble through and win the race to the 
touchdown to leave Llantwit trailing 24-10. 

To their credit, Llantwit battled on with props 
Dave Taylor and Neil Woodward driving for the line 
and replacement flanker Lewis Collins actually 
forced his way over, only to be denied by a melee of 
bodies underneath him. 

Llantwit deserved some reward for the efforts 
and fittingly it was the talented Pearce who raced in 
from the 22 to score a converted try right on the 
final whistle to earn Llantwit a losing bonus point. 

So, another frustrating afternoon for coach 
Darren Joy, but it could be worse - he could be in 
charge of Wales ! 

Llantwit Major: M. Pearce, R. Balmont, M. 
Roberts, W. Vakacegu, J. Austin, C. Fowler, 

B. Griffiths, D.Taylor, G.David, N. Woodward, 
D.Daw, S. Shea (captain), D.Synan, S. Booker, 

C. Watts. Substitutes: R.Evans. L. Collins, N. 
Hoosan. 

DG 

DRUIDS TURN UP THE 
HEAT ON THE REST! 

The Druids began the second half of their league 
season with an away fixture to Nantyfyllon 2nds. 

The match was expected to be an uncompromis¬ 
ing test of the Dmids League leader’s credentials 
with Nantyfyllon, at third in the league, the only 
other club other than the Druids to have beaten sec¬ 
ond placed Glycorrwg 2nds. 

The Dmids loyal band of travelling supporters 
weren’t let down. They started well, dominating ter¬ 
ritory and forcing several penalties in the first 10 
minutes before the referee's patience quickly ran out 
with Nantyfyllon receiving a yellow card for repeat¬ 
ed infringements at the ruck. 

As is sometimes the case, the yellow card stimu¬ 
lates the receiving team to strengthen their resolve, 
which rattled the Dmids for a while, resulting in a 
simple penalty being kicked in favour of 
Nantyfyllon. 

This was the wake up call the Druids needed. The 
response was immediate with a try from outside 
centre Damian Gardner Pontin converted by outside 
half Dan Powell, following a forwards’ rampage up 

Learning all 
about Arthur! 


LAST week, GEM 
readers were told 
all about Arthur 
Board MFH. 

Arthur began his 
point-to-pointing career 
in 1938 when he won the 
Glamorgan Hunt 

Farmers Cob Race on his 
14.3 mare Princess and 
again in 1939. He still 
has both trophies. 

The war intervened 
and Arthur was in the 
Home Guard and 
Princess was used on the 
farm to gather sheep and 
cattle. This same little 
mare funded his honey¬ 
moon to London in the 
Blitz in 1940, through 
numerous gymkhana 
wins. 

When racing began 
again in 1948, he rode a 
good mare called Lady 
Airman at the 
Glamorgan for Monty 
Williams, uncle of the 
late Daphne Major. 

He rode his own Lady 
Cordite at the present 
Lydstep course in 1948 
and despite winning the 
adjacent hunt race on the 
five-year-old mare, 
Austin Bevan objected 
on the grounds that 
Arthur had taken his 
ground and he was dis¬ 
qualified... a claim 
Arthur is still disputing, 
64 years later! 


“They cooked it up 
between them,” he said. 

He had a couple of 
wins on his brother, 
Robert Boards 

Midantrim (Christian 
Williams’ great-great 
grandfather), but time 
and age have clouded his 
memory as to exactly 
when and where. 

He rode against Sir 
Cenydd Traherne and 
Harry ‘Foxhunter’ 
Llewellyn, and in later 
years, when their racing 
days were far behind 
them, Sir Cenydd 

referred to them as ‘The 
Three Musketeers’. 

He rode his last race 
in 1950 at the Llangeinor 
Point-to-point at 

Bryngwyneth on a horse 
called Sage Green, 

before handing over to 
his sons Richard and 
Robert, the latter rode 
many runners for 

Dylwyn Thomas. 

In his day, Arthur rode 
to point-to-points if they 
were near and then 
hacked home after the 
race, same with hunt¬ 
ing... how things have 
changed! He exhibited 
cattle at Smithfield after 
the war and took them by 
train from 

Southerndown Road 
Station. 

BRIAN LEE 


field. A further penalty from Dan Powell, and an 
unconverted try from James Leedham, took the 
Druids to a fully justified 15-3 lead at the interval. 

The talk at halftime was about consolidating the 
lead. There could be no complacency. The Druids 
anticipated a tough 20 minutes from a very proud 
Nantyfyllon side which would be make or break for 
the Druids. 

The home side didn’t disappoint. Wave after 
wave of attacks eventually resulted in a deserved 
try, closing the gap to one score at 15-8. 

The Druids were bewildered by some of the ref¬ 
ereeing decisions but kept their composure until 
veteran Les Dixon received a yellow card following 
a brief encounter with one of the opposition. 

The next score would be critical with both sides 
throwing literally everything at each other in order 
to try to break the deadlock. 

As had been the case in the first half, the yellow 
card galvanised the recipients and the Druids lifted 
their game, taking the play into opposition territory. 

A penalty from 35 metres out, kicked by the reli¬ 
able Dan Powell broke the deadlock and took the 
wind out of the sails of Nantyfyllon. 

With a two score lead reinstated, the Druids 
began to dominate again and went further ahead 
with a try from a great break from Jack Austin 
whose score under the posts allowed Dan Powell to 
kick the easy conversion, taking the Druids to 25-8 
in the final minutes. 

With the Druids back up to 15 men, the game was 
out of reach of the home side, and their frustration 
boiled over on a couple of occasions. 

The Druids did well to keep their discipline to 
close the game out for another well earned win at 
the top of the table. 

It's difficult to single any one player out in a team 
playing so well together but second row Ieuan Rees 
deserves a special mention for a solid 80-minute 
man-of-the-match performance that saw Rees make 
a number of excellent decisions under pressure 


resulting in critical drives out of defence. 

It’s Pontrhydyfen 2nds away next for the Druids 
on December 8. 

With three away games and two home games 
expected by the end of January, and great confi¬ 
dence flowing through the team, this is becoming a 
very special season for the Druids. 

Druids: 15 James Leedham, 14 Andy McNichol, 
13 Damian Gardner Pontin, 12 Jack Austin, 11 Rhys 
David, 10 Dan Powell, 9 Gareth Burnett, 8 Stephen 
Howells (captain), 7 David Spargo, 6 Nathan 
Howells, 5 Les Dixon, 4 Ieuan Rees, 3 Gareth Watts, 
2 Mike Myers, 1 Johnny Walker, Substitutes: 16 
Rhys Ellis, 17 Scott Keeling 18 Bryan Godsell. 

BG 


CAR HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


• Ford 

• Ford Focus 

• Ford Focus 

E tArte 

• Ford S-hUu 

• 6m*VW 
Transporter 

9 Mft 




(01656) 

660160 


Fill dcUHs avuftabfe on ourwctoailc 


www.wickvanhirexo.uH 



APECMaintenance 

COMMERCIAL VEHICLE 

SPECIALISTS 

Full workshop facilities and experienced 
qualified fitters catering for all makes and 
models of commercial vehicles. 


• Fleet maintenance and servicing 

• 24 hour recoveiy 

• Full M.O.T. preparation and presentation 

• Maintenance agreements 

• Full vehicle and trailer inspections 

• All types of commercial vehicles including 
vans, trailers and PSV vehicles 



Call Andy Kirby at APEC Maintenance 


Tel: 01446 773430 or 678232 
Mob: 07791 584842 
info@apecwales.com 
Unit 2, Crossways Business Park, 
Cowbridge, CF71 7LJ 
www.apecwales.com 
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NEW TOYOTA IS A REAL 
TONIC IN THESE HARD TIMES 


Motoring with 
Tim Saunders 



THE Nissan 370Z 
and Audi TT are 
dead. Long live the 
Toyota GT86. 

Producing an unbi¬ 
ased road test on such a 
fabulous coupe is virtu¬ 
ally impossible, because 
its looks tug at the heart¬ 
strings, while its interior 
and what’s under the 
bonnet make any 
motorist drool. 

It brings back memo¬ 
ries of my Nissan 370Z 
road test a couple of 
years ago but the GT86 
demands considerably 
more attention. 

Any Celica fan is sure 
to enjoy the GT86, 
which uses a gutsy 
197bhp Subaru boxer 
engine, the flat four 
cylinders laid on their 
sides, allowing it to be 
mounted lower in the 
body. This lowers the 
centre of gravity and 
improves handling. 

Inside, the driver 
slides into a well- 
appointed luxury cock¬ 
pit featuring a sculpted 
dashboard, heated front 
seats, sat nav, air condi¬ 
tioning and electric front 
windows. 

An excellent driver’s 
seat hugs in all the right 
places providing plenty 
of lumbar support. 
Occupants look out over 
a curvaceous bonnet 


while a glance in the 
wing mirrors highlights 
the aggressive rear 
haunches, although 
slightly tamer than a 
370Z. 

This is a welcome 
return to proper ‘seat of 
the pants’ driving for 
Toyota. Because the 
GT86 is so low to the 
ground drivers have to 
be reasonably athletic 
and toned to get in and 
out without causing 
embarrassment. 

The GT86 is a thor¬ 
oughly engaging and 
enjoyable coupe to drive 
and what’s more, there’s 
ample room in the back 
for passengers. 

Its six-speed automat¬ 
ic box has been designed 
to look like a manual 
and paddle shifts on the 
steering wheel allow it 
to be driven like one. 

The auto is also 
slightly more efficient 
than its manual counter¬ 
part, returning 37mpg 
during the course of the 
test. 

“The Toyota GT86 is 
a lightweight, fun-to- 
drive coupe that the 
Japanese firm hopes will 
tempt performance car 
buyers back to the 
brand,” writes Parkers, 
the car experts. 

“It is aimed squarely 
at enthusiasts. Critics 
have been disappointed 


recently with the 
absence of any type of 
sporty offering from 
Toyota, the firm forego¬ 
ing fun in favour of reli¬ 
able, economical and 
family-friendly 
machines. 

“Co-developed with 
Subaru, the recipe looks 
good on paper. The first 
thing to note is that this 
car is rear-wheel-drive, 
which for purists is the 
only way to make a 
sports car. It has rela¬ 
tively thin tyres for a 
modem performance car 
too, which further serves 
to improve the driving 
experience and make it 
more exciting at lower 
speeds.” 

This roadster is the 
ideal tonic for recession: 
it revives low self¬ 
esteem. For me, cars 
have always been a pas¬ 
sionate hobby and at a 


ABOVE: The Toyota GT86 

time when my full time 
role of PR manager 
becomes redundant, the 
GT86 takes my mi nd off 
it. 

“Anyone going 
through a similar situa¬ 
tion is well advised to 
step inside the GT86 and 
floor it. You’ll feel so 
much better, especially 
when that unmistakable 
roar sounds from the 
oversized chrome 
exhausts. 

“At a certain rpm the 
valves open up and the 
sound resonates 

throughout the cabin in a 
similar way to the 
Mazda MX-5, as you 
can tell in the video at 
testdrives.biz. Book a 
test drive today! 

As a footnote though, 
die-hard speed freaks 
have been disappointed 
with the GT86 because 
while it is fast, it doesn’t 


share the gut wrenching 
force of a Maserati, for 
instance. This minority 
will be pleased to hear 
that Gazoo Racing has 
added a supercharger 
and a turbocharger to the 
two-litre engine to pump 
out 315bhp. 

So that should do the 
trick, lads. 

Toyota GT86 2.0 
(Nav + Leather) 2d 
Auto. 

Model tested: 

£29,295. 

New price range: 
£24,995 upwards. 

Economy: up to 

40mpg. 

C02 emissions: 
164g/km. 

0-60mph: 7.9secs. 

Top speed: 130mph. 

Power: 197bhp. 

Fuel capacity: 50 
litres. 

Watch the video at 
www. testdrives. biz. 


Savage lands kite 
surfing bronze 



ROYAL Air Force Chief 
Technician (CT) Ian Savage 
returns to MOD St Athan as a 
bronze medal winner following 
his recent success at the 2012 
Inter-Service Kite Surfing 
Championships. 

Held at Westward Ho! North Devon 
over a weekend when the crisp autumn 
weather delivered blue skies and con¬ 
sistent wind, it was the UK’s largest 
kite surfing event of the year. 

It was a sight to behold as 50 Kite 
Surfers from the Royal Navy, Army 
and Royal Air Force descended upon 
Westward Ho! and spread their myriad 
of boards and kites across its open 
beach. 

The focus of the Inter-Service 
Championships was the freestyle dis¬ 
cipline with riders having the opportu¬ 
nity to demonstrate their riding agility 
through aerial tricks involving combi¬ 


nations of rotations, kite loops, han¬ 
dle-passes and board grabs. 

During the series of ‘knock-out’ 
heats, CT Savage impressed the judges 
with his consistency in landing tricks 
and progressed through to the four- 
man final. However, it was his indi¬ 
vidual flair and mastery of the wind 
and waves that saw him gain the over¬ 
all third place. 

A pioneer of kite surfing within the 
RAF, a modest CT Savage said: “I was 
delighted to be placed against such 
strong competition. Kite surfing is rel¬ 
atively new as an inter-service sport 
but it has grown in popularity and 
there are some extremely good person¬ 
nel coming through”. 

The Inter-Services Champions 2012 
were once again won by the Royal Air 
Force showing their dominance over 
the waves as well as in the air. 

JB 
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ARi YOU READY FOR WINTER? 

PHASE (Alim FOR YOUR EPEE WINTER SAFETY CHECK 
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Candf* Road. Cadovton 

AA 

CF63 20W A 

01446 733167 



CARDIFF 

271 Ponarth Road 
Cardif* AA | 
ITT Ta 

029 20 382644 


A Jnmi srt4- ytoti*. 


WE ARE OPEN: MONDAY * FRIDAY 8.00am • S.30pm, SATURDAYS 8-OOam - 4.00pm. VISA £ 

OUR PRICES ARE ALL INCLUSIVE - NO HIDDEN EXTRAS! all major CRCorr cards accepted 
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07 57 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0SE+ 
5-Dr, Blue, FSH, Air Con, CD 
Player, Low Insurance Group, 40k 


£2,990 


09 59 HONDA Civic 2.2i CDTi ES 
5-Dr, Black, Diesel, FSH, 6 Speed, Full 
Pan Roof, Climate Control, MFSW, 83k 


£7,790 


09 59 VW Transporter 1.9 TDi PD 84PS Van. 
White, Diesel, 1 Owner, FSH, Alloys, 

6 Seats, Bulkhead, Fully Carpeted, 104k 


07 57 VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDTi 
SRi (120) 3-Dr, Beige, Diesel, FSH, 
Air Con, Alloys, MFSW, 58k 


£6,490 


08 08 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.8 WT 
SRi 5-Dr, Red, Air Con, Alloys, CD 
Player, C/locking, E/windows, 67k 


£4,590 




09 59 RENAULT Twingo 1.2 Freeway 
3-Dr, Red, 1 Owner, FSH, Low Insurance 
Group, CD Player, 6,241 Miles Only. 



RANGE ROVER Vogue 3.6 TDV8 4-Dr, Diesel, 
Auto, FSH, Full Beige Leather, Sat Nav, TV, Heated 
Seats, Parking Camera & Much More, 79k. 


£21,990 


09 59 NISSAN Qashqai 1.5DCi Visia 5-Dr, 
Blue, Diesel, 1 Owner, FSH, 6 Speed, 
Bluetooth, Climate Control, MFSW, 83k 


£8,790 




07 57 MINI Cooper 1.6 3-Dr. Black, 
FSH, 1/2 Cream Leather, Air Con, 
Alloys, CD Player, 72k 



07 57 FORD Focus 1.6 LX 5-Dr. Silver, 
1 Owner, FSH, Air Con, Alloys, CD 
Player, E/Windows, C/Locking, 67k 


735555 www.abcarsalesltd.co.uk 


SAT NAV 
CF63 2NW 



i A Better service at a Better price | 


4 Wheel 
Laser 
Alignment 

from 

£18 


Diagnostic from.£39.95 

Radio Decodes.£14.99 

Full Valets from .£40.00 

Key Programming 
DPF Problems 
ECU Repairs 
Gear Box repairs 
Air Bag Faults 
Brakes and ABS 
All Repair work undertaken 



CAR 

REMAPPING 

£179.00 

Save £££s on 
Fuel Economy 
and Increase 
Performance 


Full Car 
Servicing 
from 

£100 

+ VAT 


Cardiff Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF63 2NW 

www.abservicecentre.co.uk 


Tel. 01446 735561 


WE ARE OPEN 

Monday - Friday 8.30 - 5.30 
Saturday 8.30 - 13.00 


All major 
credit 
cards 
accepted 


WI4 
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07 KIA Sorento 2.5XS 
Auto 

Silver, 50,000 miles, 1 owner, diesel 4x4 

£10,995 


58 VOLVO C30 Sport 2.0 Diesel 

Met blue with black/cream leather, 
38,000 miles 

£9,995 


59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport 


In Yellow, 15,000 miles. Air Con, CD etc. 
£30 road tax. 


£ 7 ,995 


08 FORD C-Max Zetec 
1.6 Diesel 

Met blue, 51,000 miles 

£7,695 


58 VW Golf 1.9 TDi 
Match 5-dr 

Met black, 43,000 mile diesel 

£8,995 



JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 


56 PEUGEOT 107 
Urban Lite 3-dr 

Yellow, 43,000 miles, 
£30 road tax, low insurance 

£3,795 



11 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 
CDTi EFIex 

White, 25,000 miles, sporty looks, 
low running costs 

£10,995 



10 RENAULT Clio 1.21 
Music 5-dr (100) 

Bright met green, 23,000 miles, 1 owner 

£6,995 



09 BMW X5 X-Drive 35 Diesel M-Sport. In white, with 
tan leather, 40,000 miles, 1 owner, huge specification 
.£29,995 

57 MERCEDES C320 Diesel Sport Auto. In white, 
with black leather, 33,000 miles, pan roof, sat nav etc 

.£17,995 

11 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 CDTi EFIex. In white, 25,000 

miles, sporty looks, low running costs.£10,995 

07 KIA Sorento 2.5XS Auto, in silver, 50,000 miles, 1 

owner, diesel 4x4 at .£10,995 

10 VAUXHALL Insignia 2.0 Diesel (130) Exclusive 5-dr 
in met silver, 15,000 miles.£9,995 

58 VOLVO C30 Sport 2.0 Diesel in met blue with 

black/cream leather, 38,000 miles.£9,995 

58 VW Golf 1.9TDi Match 5-dr in met black, 43,000 mile 

diesel with multispoke alloys.£8,995 

04 BMW X3 2.5 Sport Auto in met blue with beige 
leather. 59,000 miles, Panoramic roof, etc . . . .£8,995 

59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport in yellow, 15,000 miles, a/c, cd, 

etc, £30 road tax, low insurance.£7,995 

08 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 Diesel (Face Lift). In black, 

71,000 miles, fantastic value.£7,995 

10 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Diesel Style+ 5-dr. In met-blue, 

40,000 miles. £20 road tax, 67mpg.£7,695 

08 FORD C-Max Zetec 1.6 Diesel in met blue, 51,000 
miles.£7,695 

10 RENAULT Clio 1.2i Music 5-dr (100). In bright met 

green, 23,000 miles, 1 owner.£6,995 

09 VW Golf 1.9 TDi SE Estate. In silver, FSH, fantastic 

value, new shape at .£6,995 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Design 5-dr Automatic. Met 
grey, 20,000 miles.£6,495 

58 VW Golf 1.9 TDi Match 5-dr. In silver, 86121 miles, 

a/c, alloys etc .£6,995 

57 SKODA Superb V6 Elegance Auto. In met grey with 

full leather, 16,000 miles, sat nav.£6,995 

56 JAGUAR XType 2 litre diesel SE. In met silver with 
beige leather trim, 73,000 miles , sat nav .... £6,495 

59 PEUGEOT 207 1.4XE 5-dr in black, 23,000 miles£5,995 

58 TOYOTA Yaris 1.0 T2 5-dr. In silver, 25,000 miles, low 

insurance .£5,995 

08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Design 5-dr Automatic. In 

met grey, 21,512 miles .£5,795 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Design 5-dr. In ice blue, 
41,000 miles, low insurance.£5,695 

57 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 Diesel SXi 5-dr. In met grey, 

58,000 miles, 1 owner.£5,695 

11 KIA Picanto 1.0 Space 5-dr. In silver, 10,000 miles, 

low insurance .£5,495 

60 VW Fox (55) 1.2 3-dr. In silver, 21,000 miles, low 

insurance .£5,495 

09 NISSAN Micra 1.4 Convertible. In silver, 1 local 

owner, only.£5,495 

09 FORD Ka Studio (New Shape). In met blue, 15,000 
miles, FSH .£5,495 

58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec Climate 3-dr. In met blue, 

42,000 miles, 1 owner.£5,495 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Design 5-dr. In black, 51,000 

miles, 1 owner .£5,495 

55 VW Passat HighlineTDi 10 Diesel Estate. In black, 

58,000 miles, with black leather .£5,495 

58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style Climate 3-dr. In metallic red, 

48,000 miles.£4,995 

57 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 Diesel Design 3-dr. In met 
grey, 1 owner .£4,995 


08 CITROEN C3 1.4 ‘Cachet’. In silver, 15,000 miles, 1 

owner.£4,995 

07 HYUNDAI Coupe 1.6 III. In electric blue, 48,000 miles, 

1 owner, sports coupe .£4,995 

06 VW Golf+ 1.9 TDi SE. In black, 82,000 miles, eco¬ 
nomical diesel at.£4,995 

55 TOYOTA Corolla CLR 2.0 Diesel 5-dr. In 

platinum metallic, 62,000 miles.£4,995 

53 MERCEDES 320 CLK Auto Avantgarde. In ice blue, 

full leather trim, stylish sports coupe at.£4,995 

03 MINI Cooper Automatic. In met red, 73,000 miles, 

host of extras .£3,995 

X MERCEDES 320 SLK Auto. In electric blue with full 
leather trim, 82,000 miles, convertible at.£4,495 

55 FORD C-Max 1.6 Diesel Zetec. In silver, 67,000 

miles, 1 owner .£4,295 

07 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Life Automatic Estate. In 

blue, 26,000 miles, 1 owner .£3,995 

59 CHEVROLET Aveo 12LS 5-dr. In silver, 21,000 mile 
hatch, a/c, cd etc .£3,995 

56 NISSAN Micra 1.4 Sport 3-Dr. In silver, 38,000 miles, 

with air con, alloys etc.£3,995 

55 FORD C-Max 2.0 Ghia Auto. In met grey, 71,000 

miles, fantastic value at.£3,995 

58 DAIHATSU Sirion 1.0S+ 5-dr. In silver, low 
insurance + £30 road tax, with sun roof .£3,795 

56 PEUGEOT 107 Urban Lite 3-dr in yellow, 43,000 

miles, £30 road tax, low insurance .£3,795 

55 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 5-Dr. In met red, 64,000 

miles, air con, alloys etc.£3,795 

05 CITROEN C4 Diesel 1.6 VTR Coupe. In met blue, 

74,000 miles.£3,795 

55 FORD Mondeo 2.0 Diesel ‘Silver’ 5-dr. 73,000 mile 

family hatch .£2,995 

53 AUDI A4 1.9TDi SE (110). In black, 112,000 mile 
diesel, fantastic mpg.£2,995 

55 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi 3-dr. In met grey, 73,000 

miles.£2,995 

53 VW Golf 1.4 Match 5-dr. In met BRG, 63,000 miles, 
low insurance .£3,495 

56 PEUGEOT 206 1.4 5-Dr. In met gold, 53,000 miles, 

with air con, CD etc.£3,295 

03 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.9 diesel 3-dr. In yellow, 

88,000 miles, fantastic MPG.£2,995 

S BMW Z3 1.9 Convertible in silver with black leather, 

18 inch alloys, etc.£2,995 

55 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Dynamique. in silver, 49,000 

miles, S/R, alloys.£2,995 

04 SMART City Pulse Automatic. In red/black, two tone, 
£30 road tax.£2,795 

52 PEUGEOT 206 Convertible. In met blue/black, 

leather, 46,000 miles, 1 owner .£2,695 

04 RENAULT Scenic Privilege VVTi 136. In met red, 

64,000 miles, pan roof, etc.£2,695 

55 HYUNDAI Accent 1.3 GSi 5-dr. In black, 75,000 

miles.£2,495 

55 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Oasis 5-dr in black, 62,000 
miles with pan-roof, key less go.£2,495 

53 PEUGEOT 206 GTi in ice blue met, 70,000 miles with 

a/c, cruise control, cd .£2,495 





09 FORD Ka Studio 
(New Shape) 

Met blue, 15,000 miles, FSH, 

£5,495 



07 HYUNDAI Coupe 1.6 III 

In electric blue, 48,000 miles, 1 owner, 
sports coupe 

£4,995 



09 NISSAN Micra 1.4 
Convertible 

In silver, 1 local owner 

£5,495 



04 SMART City Pulse 
Automatic 

Red/black two tone, £30 road tax 

£2,795 


R3C 


All cars supplied with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

Just a small sefection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


R3C 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • All CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • All MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 




black 


MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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\ J Advanced Diagnostics 

Unlike your typical garage or fast fit centre 
w have the same diagnostic tooling as the main 
dealer. But unlike others that claim to have dealer 
diagnostics, we're so good that our customer base 
actually includes the Ul<s largest dealer netwocte. 

^ Fantastic Customer Service 
/ Free Courtesy Car 
Vehicle Collection & Drop Off 


Fully Equipped Workshop 
^ Former Dealer Staff 
Highest Quality Parts & Oils 

We only fit genuine or the highest spec OE parts 
No comers cut, no dodgy motor facta' pails 

' Air-Con Service 

Included with every serivce is a full air-con 
service. Is that included in the fixed price 
with everyone else? Honest Simple Pricing! 

t EggfiS Session 

all servicing. Even if your «ar is only in for an MOT 
we're happy to wash, hoover and wax the car. 


session.Thats normally over £100 at a dealer! 


IPERMOVEO 

I EURO SPECIALISTS 


If the Dealer can do it so can we but 
without the expensive price tag 
and with superb customer service. 


BMW-MERCEDES- 



08000337807 

01446732272 

5&10Wxxlham Road 
Barry Docks CF634JE 

www.pemxMttltd.uk 
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PULVERISED BY PUMAS...CRUSHED BY SAMOANS... 

Can Gatland lift Black cloud 
hanging over Welsh rugby? 

1 Pictures I 

1 courtesy 

1 ofHuw MLAn 

Evans 

| Agency. A 

Two graphic scenes 
from the mayhem at 
the Millennium: 
LEFT, felled 
outside half Dan 
Biggar lies injured, 
blood pouring from 
a head wound. 

RIGHT: Battered 
Welsh players 
trudge dejectedly 
off the pitch. Can 
they recover in 
time to face up to 
the All Blacks? 

BL H j jM 


BACK PAGE COMMENT 

by Don John 



ABOVE: Samoans celebrate - Welsh fans hope it will 
not be All Black arms raised in triumph this Saturday. 


I F there is such a thing as a 
‘bogey team’ in world rugby, 
bone-crushing Samoans 
surely rank high on the list of 
opponents Wales fear most - 
and with good cause - despite 
the South Sea Islanders winning 
only three of the eight meetings 
before Friday night’s clash at 
the Millennium Stadium. 

For two of these just happened to 
have been ‘crunch’ games in more 
ways than one... On October 6,1991, 
underdog Western Samoa, as it then 
was, stunned Cardiff Arms Park into 
silence with a 16-13 win in Wales’ 
opening game of the Rugby World 
Cup; and proved it was no fluke 
three years later with an emphatic 
34-9 win in Apia, Wales’ only points 
coming from the boot of current 
kicking guru Neil Jenkins. 

They did it again in RWC 1999, 
ending Graham Henry’s high-flying 
host nation’s 10-game winning streak 
with a shock 38-31 victory at the 
newly-opened Millennium Stadium. 

History almost repeated itself for a 
third time in the torrid battle of 
Hamilton at RWC 2011, when Wales 
finally scrambled a 17-10 win, 
thanks to a Shane Williams try and 
four penalties - after Samoa had led 
10-6 at half time. 

So the reshuffled team, showing no 
fewer than eight changes from the 
Argentine drubbing the previous 


weekend, knew full well to expect an 
all-out war of attrition in the second 
game of the autumn series in 
Cardiff. 

The Welsh camp, under caretaker 
head coach Robert Howley, vowed 
the players “would not take a back¬ 
ward step” and there would be no 
repeat of the ineffectual display that 
saw the team being booed off by 
some in the crowd at the end, with 
many others leaving long before the 
final whistle. 

Sadly, that was exactly what hap¬ 
pened again on Friday, as the 
Samoan hitmen took over where 
Argentina had left off and literally 
battered the Grand Slam champions 
to an even more crushing 19-26 
defeat. 

It left shell-shocked Wales’ autumn 
series in tatters, and supporters fear¬ 
ing the worst is yet to come from the 
awesome All Blacks this weekend. 

Despite the promise that this time 
Wales would come “tearing out of 
the blocks”, the opening whistle had 
barely sounded when Samoa were 
seven points up through a swiftly- 
taken try and conversion (it could 
have been 10-0 but for a failed penal¬ 
ty); and Wales were immediately on 
the back foot, where they stayed for 
most of the game. 

Full back Leigh 
Halfpenny’s reliable boot 
kept his struggling team in 
the hunt with two well- 
struck penalties and after 
Samoa had missed with 
another penalty attempt, 
Wales incredibly took a 13- 
7 lead against the run of 
play. 

Centre Ashley Beck sud¬ 
denly broke the siege with 
an interception deep in his 
own half and sped away 
for a try, converted by 
Halfpenny - but a Samoan 
penalty just on halftime 
narrowed the score to 13- 
10 . 

Samoa began the second 
half as they began the first 
- with a try, but Halfpenny 
restored a one-point lead 
with a monster kick from 
halfway. However, it could 


not disguise Wales’ inability to cope 
with the Islanders’ power at the set- 
piece and ferocity at the breakdown, 
while tactical confusion saw the 
backs kick precious possession away 
when attack seemed the far better 
option. 

The pendulum swung back 
Samoa’s way with a penalty, but the 
lead was then wrested back again by 
Halfpenny, who made it 19-18, 
before scrum pressure yielded yet 
another penalty for Samoa, a late try 
completing the rout - and their 
fourth triumph over Wales. 

What a shame then that this was 
soured by unsavoury moments which 
could, and should, have resulted in 
red cards. 

They involved so-called ‘clearing 
out’ at the breakdown - more often a 
euphemism for tackling an opponent 
without the ball (which my school 
games teacher ‘Tich’ Thomas used to 
say was illegal!) - but, regrettably, 
now seems to be accepted as the 
norm in the modern game. 

(Remember prop Adam Jones 
being cynically ‘taken out’ at an infa¬ 
mous Lions’ test in South Africa, 
while standing motionless yards 
away from the ball?) 

One unedifying incident that could 
have had grave consequences on 
Friday, saw replacement hooker Ken 
Owens being bodily lifted and bent 
backwards out of a ruck by his neck; 
while young outside half Dan Biggar 
fell bloodied victim to a reckless off- 
the-ball charge, with little attempt 
made to effect a legitimate tackle. 

According to a leading match com¬ 
mentator, it was “a fair tackle, good 
clearing out”... Really? 

Yet another questionable episode 
saw an offender get away with a 
swinging arm that felled Halfpenny - 
all this in full view of the supine 
match officials. 

Incredibly, no one received their 
marching orders (unlike poor Sam 
Warburton, summarily dismissed for 
a far less serious offence in last 
year’s Rugby World Cup). 

While everyone freely accepts that 
rugby is a physical ‘contact sport’, in 
the interests of player safety, let 
alone the game’s image projected 
onto TV screens worldwide, it’s time 


referees adopted a more consistent 
approach and rigidly enforced the 
laws, particularly at the scrum and 
breakdown before someone gets seri¬ 
ously hurt. 

That said, the unpalatable truth is 
that these two autumn defeats have 
revealed an alarming decline, not 
only in this talented Welsh squad’s 
level of performance, but in the very 
spirit and hwyl that produced three 
electrifying Grand Slams in seven 
years and won glowing praise 
around the rugby world. 

BIGGEST TEST 

... And so we move on to the third, 
and biggest, challenge: 

Former Wales head coach Steve 
Hansen brings the world champions 
to Cardiff on Saturday - and if the 
Six Nations title holders found the 
going tough against Argentina and 
Samoa, they know they now have to 
step up to a whole new level when 
grey clouds turn Black over the 
Millennium Stadium. 

New Zealand have long had what 
that astute rugby scribe John Billot 
was wont to call the “Indian sign” on 
Wales, who have won just three 
times in 28 attempts since 1905. 

That is the scale of the task this 
young squad face as they prepare to 
put their battered bodies (and 
minds) on the line again. 

With head coach Warren Gatland 
thankfully back at the helm from his 
Lions’ duties, albeit briefly, they 
have another opportunity to restore 
pride in the red jersey and prove the 


Welsh revival has not been derailed. 

The immediate question is - given 
the physical and psychological dam¬ 
age done to his demoralised and 
bemused young troops while he has 
been away, can Gatland arrest the 
decline and restore order from 
chaos, in the all too short time at his 
disposal? 

It’s a big ask even for Wales’ own 
Kiwi conjuror, who in truth, has 
very limited room for manoeuvre. 

This showed in the team line-up 
announced on Tuesday, with its 
heavy dependence on tried and trust¬ 
ed players who have achieved much 
for him in the past. 

The proud New Zealander is gam¬ 
bling on his loyalty being rewarded 
and that there will be no further 
humiliation to come at the hands of 
his countrymen. 

WALES TEAM 
Leigh Halfpenny; Alex Cuthbert, 
Jonathan Davies, Jamie Roberts, 
George North; Rhys Priestland, 
Mike Phillips; Paul James, 

Matthew Rees, Aaron Jarvis, 
Bradley Davies, Luke Charteris, 
Ryan Jones, 

Sam Warburton (captain), 
Toby Faletau. 

REPLACEMENTS: Ken Owens, 
Gethin Jenkins, Scott Andrews, 
Aaron Shingler, Justin Tipuric, 
Tavis Knoyle, James Hook, 
Scott Williams. 


VAN HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


Trar*4s 

WV Transporters ' W 

Scrtitorv 
Jumbo Vans 
Luton Renw# 

Vans 

Tipper trucks 
Cite oat> diopitiofi 



Full <tatails portable an our website 

www.wickvanhire.co.uk 





























